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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 485 “%2”

INTRODUCED BY SCAVELLO, STEFANO, YUDICHAK, PITTMAN, PHILLIPS-
HILL, ARGALL AND BARTOLOTTA, APRIL 8, 2021

SENATOR TOMLINSON, CONSUMER PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL
LICENSURE, AS AMENDED, JUNE 22, 2022
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AN ACT

7 .
AMENDING THE ACT OF OCTOBER 10, 1975 (P.L.383, NO.110), ENTITLED <--
"AN ACT RELATING TO THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY,"
FURTHER PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS, FOR TRAINING AND LICENSE
REQUIRED AND EXCEPTIONS, FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE,
EXAMINATIONS, FAILURE OF EXAMINATIONS, LICENSURE WITHOUT
EXAMINATION, ISSUING OF LICENSE, FOREIGN APPLICANTS FOR
LICENSURE, TEMPORARY LICENSE AND PERJURY AND FOR PHYSICAL
THERAPIST ASSISTANT, EDUCATION AND EXAMINATION, SCOPE OF
DUTIES AND CERTIFICATION.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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277 SECTION 1. THE DEFINITION OF "PHYSICAL THERAPY"™ IN SECTION 2 <--
28 OF THE ACT OF OCTOBER 10, 1975 (P.L.383, NO.110), KNOWN AS THE

29 PHYSICAL THERAPY PRACTICE ACT, IS AMENDED AND THE SECTION IS

30 AMENDED BY ADDING A DEFINITION TO READ:
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SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS.--THE FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS SHALL
APPLY, WHEN USED IN THIS ACT, UNLESS OTHERWISE EXPRESSED
THEREIN:

*x Kx *

"DRY NEEDLING" MEANS AN ADVANCED NEEDLING SKILL OR TECHNIQUE

TO TREAT MYOFASCIAL PAIN AND NEUROMUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEMS

THROUGH THE USE OF A SINGLE USE, SINGLE INSERTION STERILE

FILTFORM NEEDLE THAT TS TINSERTED INTO THE SKIN OR UNDERLYING

TISSUES. THE TERM IS ALSO KNOWN AS TNTRAMUSCULAR THERAPY. THE

TERM INCLUDES THE APPLICATION OF THEORY-BASED ONLY WESTERN

MEDICAL CONCEPTS REQUIRING THE EXAMINATION, DIAGNOSIS AND

TREATMENT OF SPECIFIC ANATOMIC ENTITIES SELECTED ACCORDING TO

PHYSICAL SIGNS. THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE PRACTICE OR TEACHING OR APPLTICATION OF ACUPUNCTURE

UNDER THE ACT OF FEBRUARY 14, 1986 (P.L.2, NO.2), KNOWN AS THE

ACUPUNCTURE LTICENSURE ACT.

(2) THE STIMULATION OF AURICULAR POINTS OR UTTILIZATION OF

MERTIDIAN-BASED DISTAL POINTS.

*x Kk %

"PHYSICAL THERAPY" MEANS ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE EVALUATION, EXAMINATION AND TESTING OF INDIVIDUALS
WITH MECHANICAL, PHYSIOLOGICAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL IMPAIRMENTS,
FUNCTIONAL LIMITATIONS AND DISABILITIES, OTHER HEALTH-RELATED OR
MOVEMENT-RELATED CONDITIONS, PERFORMED TO DETERMINE A DIAGNOSIS,
PROGNOSIS AND PLAN OF TREATMENT INTERVENTION WITHIN THE SCOPE OF
THIS ACT OR TO ASSESS THE ONGOING EFFECTS OF INTERVENTION.

(2) THE PERFORMANCE OF TESTS AND MEASUREMENTS AS AN AID IN
DIAGNOSIS OR EVALUATION OF FUNCTION AND THE TREATMENT OF THE
INDIVIDUAL THROUGH THE UTILIZATION OF THE EFFECTIVE PROPERTIES

OF PHYSICAL MEASURES SUCH AS MECHANICAL STIMULATION, DRY
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NEEDLING, HEAT, COLD, LIGHT, AIR, WATER, ELECTRICITY, SOUND,
MASSAGE OR MOBILIZATION-MANUAL THERAPY.

(3) THE USE OF THERAPEUTIC EXERCISES AND REHABILITATIVE
PROCEDURES, INCLUDING TRAINING IN FUNCTIONAL ACTIVITIES, WITH OR
WITHOUT THE UTILIZATION OF ASSISTIVE DEVICES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF
LIMITING OR PREVENTING DISABILITY AND ALLEVIATING OR CORRECTING
ANY PHYSICAL OR MENTAL CONDITIONS.

(4) REDUCING THE RISK OF INJURY, IMPAIRMENT, FUNCTIONAL
LIMITATION AND DISABILITY, INCLUDING THE PROMOTION AND
MAINTENANCE OF FITNESS, HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN POPULATIONS OF
ALL AGES AS WELL AS ENGAGING IN ADMINISTRATION, CONSULTATION,
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH.

* k%

SECTION 2. SECTION 4 (A) OF THE ACT IS AMENDED AND THE
SECTION IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SUBSECTION TO READ:

SECTION 4. TRAINING AND LICENSE REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS.--(A)
IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO PRACTICE OR HOLD
[HIMSELF] ONESELF OUT AS BEING ABLE TO PRACTICE PHYSICAL THERAPY
IN THIS STATE IN ANY MANNER WHATSOEVER UNLESS SUCH INDIVIDUAL
HAS MET THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS AND IS LICENSED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT. THE BOARD SHALL
DETERMINE STANDARDS, BY REGULATIONS, REGARDING QUALIFICATIONS
NECESSARY FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF SUCH TESTS OR TREATMENT FORMS
AS THE BOARD SHALL DETERMINE REQUIRE ADDITIONAL TRAINING OR
EDUCATION BEYOND THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS SET FORTH BY THIS
ACT, AS SUCH RELATES TO THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY IN
ACCORDANCE WITH LAW. NOTHING IN THIS ACT, HOWEVER, SHALL
PROHIBIT AN INDIVIDUAL TRAINED AND LICENSED OR CERTIFIED TO
PRACTICE OR TO ACT WITHIN THE SCOPE OF HIS LICENSE OR

CERTIFICATION IN THIS STATE UNDER ANY OTHER LAW, FROM ENGAGING
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IN THE LICENSED OR CERTIFIED PRACTICE FOR WHICH [HE] THE

INDIVIDUAL IS TRAINED.

(A.1) A TLICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST MAY ONLY PERFORM DRY

NEEDLING UPON THE SUCCESSEFUL COMPLETION OF AT TEAST 54 HOURS IN

DRY NEEDLING COURSE WORK DURING A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED 24 MONTHS

AND AT LEAST 100 PATIENT TREATMENT SESSIONS UNDER SUPERVISTION AS

DETERMINED BY THE BOARD. THE BOARD MAY ADOPT RULES OR

REGULATIONS IMPOSING ADDITIONAL DRY NEEDING QUALIFICATION

REQUIREMENTS AS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSE OF THIS

SUBSECTION.

*x Kx  *%

SECTION 3. SECTIONS 6 (A) INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH AND 9.1 (A)
AND (C) INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH OF THE ACT ARE AMENDED TO READ:

SECTION 6. QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE; EXAMINATIONS; FAILURE
OF EXAMINATIONS; LICENSURE WITHOUT EXAMINATION; ISSUING OF
LICENSE; FOREIGN APPLICANTS FOR LICENSURE; TEMPORARY LICENSE;
PERJURY.--(A) TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR LICENSURE AS A PHYSICAL
THERAPIST, AN APPLICANT MUST BE AT LEAST 20 YEARS OF AGE UNLESS
OTHERWISE DETERMINED BY THE BOARD IN ITS DISCRETION, BE OF GOOD
MORAL CHARACTER, NOT BE ADDICTED TO THE HABITUAL USE OF ALCOHOL
OR NARCOTICS OR OTHER HABIT-FORMING DRUGS, AND BE A GRADUATE OF
A SCHOOL OFFERING AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM IN PHYSICAL THERAPY AS
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD, WHICH PROGRAM HAS BEEN APPROVED FOR THE
EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS BY THE APPROPRIATE

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ACCREDITING AGENCY. IN ASSESSING THE MORAL

CHARACTER OF AN APPLTICANT WITH A CRIMINAL CONVICTION, THE BOARD

SHATLIL CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALIZED ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63

PA.C.S. § 3113 (RELATING TO CONSIDERATION OF CRIMINAL

CONVICTIONS) . AN APPLICANT COMPLETING THE PROFESSIONAL STUDY OF

PHYSICAL THERAPY AFTER 2002 MUST HOLD A MINIMUM OF A MASTER'S
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DEGREE FROM A REGIONALLY ACCREDITED INSTITUTION OF HIGHER
EDUCATION. AN APPLICANT COMPLETING THE PROFESSIONAL STUDY OF
PHYSICAL THERAPY BETWEEN JANUARY 1967 AND 2002 MUST HOLD A
MINIMUM OF A BACCALAUREATE DEGREE FROM A REGIONALLY ACCREDITED
INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION. IN THE CASE OF THOSE APPLICANTS
WHO HAVE COMPLETED REQUIREMENTS PRIOR TO THE FIRST DAY OF
JANUARY, 1967, BUT WHO MAY NOT TECHNICALLY OR TOTALLY FULFILL
THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS, THE BOARD AT ITS DISCRETION AND BY THE
MAJORITY VOTE OF ALL MEMBERS PRESENT MAY ACCEPT EVIDENCE OF
SATISFACTORY EQUIVALENCE. THE BOARD SHALL NOT ISSUE A LICENSE TO
AN APPLICANT WHO HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF A FELONY UNDER THE ACT OF
APRIL 14, 1972 (P.L.233, NO.64), KNOWN AS "THE CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVICE AND COSMETIC ACT," OR OF AN OFFENSE
UNDER THE LAWS OF ANOTHER JURISDICTION WHICH, IF COMMITTED IN
THIS COMMONWEALTH, WOULD BE A FELONY UNDER "THE CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVICE AND COSMETIC ACT," UNLESS:

*x k%

SECTION 9.1. PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT; EDUCATION AND
EXAMINATION; SCOPE OF DUTIES; CERTIFICATION.--(A) TO BE
ELIGIBLE FOR CERTIFICATION BY THE BOARD AS A PHYSICAL THERAPIST
ASSISTANT, AN APPLICANT MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE UNLESS
OTHERWISE DETERMINED BY THE BOARD, BE OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER,
NOT BE ADDICTED TO THE HABITUAL USE OF ALCOHOL OR NARCOTICS OR
OTHER HABIT-FORMING DRUGS, BE A GRADUATE OF A PHYSICAL THERAPIST
ASSISTANT PROGRAM ADOPTED BY THE BOARD, WHICH PROGRAM HAS BEEN
APPROVED FOR THE EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOR PHYSICAL THERAPIST
ASSISTANTS BY THE APPROPRIATE NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ACCREDITING
AGENCY AND BE SUCCESSFUL IN PASSING AN EXAMINATION APPROVED BY
THE BOARD, SUBJECT TO RULES AND REGULATIONS ESTABLISHED BY THE

BOARD AND ADMINISTERED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 812.1 OF THE
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ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO.175), KNOWN AS "THE

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 1929.™ IN ASSESSING THE MORAIL CHARACTER

OF AN APPLICANT WITH A CRIMINAL CONVICTION, THE BOARD SHALL

CONDUCT AN INDIVIDUALTIZED ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 63

PA.C.S. § 3113 (RELATING TO CONSIDERATION OF CRIMINAL

CONVICTIONS) . APPLICANTS ELIGIBLE TO REGISTER WITH THE BOARD

SHALL BE DEEMED ELIGIBLE FOR CERTIFICATION BY THE BOARD UNTIL
SUCH TIME AS THE BOARD PROMULGATES ANY REGULATION REGARDING
CERTIFICATION. NO APPLICANT SHALL BE CERTIFIED UNLESS [HE] THE
APPLICANT HAS ATTAINED PASSING SCORES ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD
AND PUBLISHED PRIOR TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE EXAMINATION.

* k%

(C) A PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT WHILE ASSISTING A
LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST IN THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
SHALL ONLY PERFORM PATIENT-RELATED PHYSICAL THERAPY ACTS AND
SERVICES THAT ARE ASSIGNED OR DELEGATED BY AND UNDER THE
SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST. SUCH ACTS AND
SERVICES OF A PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT SHALL NOT INCLUDE

EVALUATION, TESTING, DRY NEEDLING, INTERPRETATION, PLANNING OR

MODIFICATION OF PATIENT PROGRAMS. FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION
THE TERM "SUPERVISION" MEANS AS FOLLOWS:

*x K* *

SECTION 4. NOTHING IN THIS ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS
REQUIRING A NEW OR AN ADDITIONAL THIRD-PARTY REIMBURSEMENT OR
OTHERWISE MANDATING NEW COVERAGE UNDER 75 PA.C.S. CH. 17
(RELATING TO FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY) OR THE ACT OF JUNE 2,
1915 (P.L.736, NO.338), KNOWN AS THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT,
FOR DRY NEEDLING RENDERED BY A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST UNDER
THIS ACT.

SECTION 5. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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