PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 2003 pRINTER'S NO. 2640

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 129 “%520°

INTRODUCED BY PENNYCUICK, FARRY, DeLISSIO, RYAN, POLINCHOCK,
HILL-EVANS, ISAACSON, GUENST, COOK, HAMM, N. NELSON, SCHLEGEL
CULVER, HOHENSTEIN, SOLOMON, MIZGORSKI, McNEILL, WEBSTER,

R. BROWN, INNAMORATO, CIRESI, SAINATO, GILLEN AND
C. WILLIAMS, AUGUST 5, 2021

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED,
JANUARY 24, 2022
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
Establishing the Task Force on Women Veterans' Health Care +n— <--

the—Commonweatth—of—Pernsytvanta WITHIN THE JOINT STATE <--
GOVERNMENT COMMISSTION.

WHEREAS, According to the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs, the projected veteran population nationwide is
18,000,000, with women making up an estimated 8% of that
population; and

WHEREAS, The United States Census Bureau estimates the
percentage of female veterans between 2010 and 2040 will
increase from 9% in 2010 to 17% in 2040; and

WHEREAS, According to the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs, as of September 2018, this Commonwealth was
home to approximately 836,000 wveterans, including 615,000
wartime veterans from World War II through the Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, Females comprise approximately 465666 60,000 of the <--

wartime veterans; and
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WHEREAS, The number of women veterans will increase with the
end of Operation Iragi Freedom amd—oOperationEnduring Freedom, <--
OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM AND THE REMOVAL OF THE UNITED STATES
ARMED FORCES PERSONNEL FROM AFGHANISTAN; and

WHEREAS, Women veterans often face unique challenges in
transitioning from active duty to civilian life; and

WHEREAS, The challenging needs facing women veterans can
often be overlooked when providing services to a large veteran
population; and

WHEREAS, Ensuring the availability of specialized services
for physical ameg—mermtat—heatth;—inetuding HEALTH, SUCH AS <--
OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGICAL CARE, CANCER SCREENINGS, FAMILY
PLANNING AND INFERTILITY TREATMENTS, AS WELL AS MENTAL HEALTH,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, treatment of post-traumatic
stress disorder, traumatic brain injury, military sexual trauma
and alcohol and substance abuse, tailored to the specific needs
of women veterans is essential to ensure that our returning
yeterans—receive—Pproper WOMEN VETERANS RECEIVE PROPER AND <--
ADEQUATE care; and

WHEREAS, Establishing a task force to study the issues facing
women veterans and to make recommendations to the Governor and
the General Assembly will provide much-needed information and
insight from those who address the issues on a daily basis;
therefore be it

RESOLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assembly
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania DIRECT THE JOINT STATE <--
GOVERNMENT COMMISSION TO establish the Task Force on Women
Veterans' Health Care; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force on Women Veterans' Health Care

consist of +H—members—whe——shallbe—appointed—as—Ffoltows—within— <--
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Commonweatth

vi)r—a—representative—from THE CHAIR OF THE STATE <--
VETERANS' COMMISSION AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM:

(1) the health care provider community in this
Commonwealth who has experience in providing health care
to returning women veterans;

i —a—representative—from (2) the Commonwealth's <--
mental health care provider community with experience in
providing mental health care treatment to returning women
veterans;

{viiir——arepresentative—from (3) the Commonwealth's <--
substance abuse and addiction treatment provider
community with experience in providing substance abuse

and addiction treatment to returning women veterans;
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1 tio—a—representative—from (4) a Commonwealth <--

2 advocacy group that represents the interests of sexual

3 assault victims with experience in providing services to

4 women veterans who have suffered military sexual trauma,

5 including harassment or abuse; AND <--
6 ——arepresentative froma county veteranls—court— <--
7 and

8 i—the—chairman—of—theStateVeterans'Commission;

10 (5) A COUNTY VETERAN'S COURT; <--
11 AND BE IT FURTHER

12 RESOLVED, That the Task Force on Women Veterans' Health Care

13 study the health care needs of women veterans, including, BUT <--
14 NOT LIMITED TO:

15 (1) quality of and access to mental health services,

16 including services and treatment for post-traumatic stress

17 disorder apa—travmatie—braia—iniery, TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY <--
18 AND MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA;

19 (2) in-patient treatment availability;

20 (3) adequacy and availability of appropriate women

21 veterans' health care within the Federal VETERANS AFFAIRS <--
22 health care system and this Commonwealth, AS WELL AS THE <--
23 INTERACTION AND RECOGNITION OF THE NEEDS OF WOMEN VETERANS BY

24 PRIVATE HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS; and

25 (4) adequacy, quality of and access to services

26 providing for the identification and treatment of military

277 sexual trauma, including sexual harassment or abuse;

28 and be it further
29 RESOLVED, That the Task Force on Women Veterans' Health Care

30 identify other needs relating to the provisions of women
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1 veterans' health care services apc—make—recommendations—+to—+the— <--

3 it further
4 RESOLVED, That the Task Force on Women Veterans' Health Care, <--
5 WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION,

6 consult with Federal, State and local entities imr—eompleting—+the<--

7 sEge—imetuding, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO: <--
8 (1) The Pennsylvania Congressional Delegation.
9 (2) The United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
10 (3) The County Commissioners Association of
11 Pennsylvania.
12 (4) The Pennsylvania Municipal League.
13 (5) The Pennsylvania Medical Society.
14 (6) The Hospital and Healthsystem Association of
15 Pennsylvania.
16 (7) Veterans organizations or other organizations or
17 associations that advocate for women veterans. <--
18 (8) ANY INDIVIDUAL THE TASK FORCE IDENTIFIES AS HAVING
19 RELEVANT, SALTIENT AND TIMELY EXPERIENCE WITHIN THE VETERANS
20 AFFATIRS HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FOR WOMEN IN PENNSYLVANIA;

21 and be it further

22 RESOLVED, Hhat—the—TFask—Feorece—onWomenr—Vetrteransl—Health—Care— <--
23 etect—eore—of—its—members—to—sServe—as—chatrperson—and—lPe—it—

24 further

25 RESOEVYED—That—the—TaskForce—onWomenVeterans'Heatth—Care—

26 econdget—itsPbusiness—as—foltowss

27 I r—TFhe—physicat—presence—of ninemembers—constitutes—a—
28 gtorgmof—the—task—force~
29 2 —Aetieon—of+the—+task feree—shall beauthorized—or—

30 ratifiedPby o majorTty vote—of +tsmemberss
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13 ‘v r—TFhe—task foree—shatt—hotdpubltic hearings—as—
14 reeessary—teo—obtain—theinformationreguired—to—conduct—
15 Tes—reviews

16 tvrr—Members—may not—receirve—compensationbut—shatdt—
17 be—reimbursed—forreasenable—and necessaryexpenses—

18 inevrred—in—service—ofthe—taskforee;

19 ant—Pbe—tt—further

20 RESOEVYED—That—the Pepartment—of Healthand—+the Pepartment—of—
51 L1 il s > ce : :
22 feree;—andbe—Ft—further

23 RESOEYED—That;—uponr—regtestof—the—Fask Force—on—Women—

24 Yeterans'Heatth Care,—a Stateageney assitst—the—taskforce—Fn—
25 +the—comptetion—ofttsduties;—ihnctuding—to—theextent permitted—
26 B 1o cig atite £ e e . i
27

28
29 RESOEVED;—Fhat—the—FaskForee—onHomenr—vVeterans—Heatth—Care—
30 kevre—the—feollowingpowerss
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2 heatth eare—services—+towomen —seterans—at—+the Federat—and—
3 State—tesved
4 2 r—Fo—reviewandanatyze taw, procedures,—practices—ant—

7 3 To—hold e ] . : ] o :
8 and—the—reguesting—of decuments—
9 4 - e ] L e . .

10 appearingpbefore—the—task foreceat—the reguest—of—the—

11 chatrpersons;

12 and—be—it—Ffurther

13 RESOEYED—That—the—Task Force—onWomenVeterans' Health—Care—
14 have—the—feltleoewing—dutiess+ THAT THE JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT

15 COMMISSION:

16 (1) ZPeo—aeeept ACCEPT and review written comments from
17 individuals and organizations.

18 (2) 7 7 7

19 REPORT FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY JUNE 30, 2023, to the
20 Governor, the Senate and the House of Representatives.

21 (3) TFo—imetwde INCLUDE in the report under paragraph (2)
22 recommendations to:

23 (1) improve the delivery of health care services,
24 INCLUDING PREVENTATIVE, MAINTENANCE AND ACUTE CARE, AS
25 WELL AS MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES to women veterans; and

26 (ii) +mptrement RECOMMEND necessary changes in State
277 statutes and practices, policies and procedures relating
28 to the delivery of health care services—to—women—

29 veterans—

30 4 r—TFomakereports—as—foltows:
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2 tpdates—with—theGovernor;—the—Senate—and—theHouse—of—

3 Representatives—as i+t deems—appropriate~

4 Hi)—Areport—under—this paragraph Shatt—be—adopted—

5 aE—apubtic—meeting—

o HiHi—A—report—under—thisparagraph shalt—be—a—

7 pubtie—record—under—theact—of February 1426683+ P--6—

8 N3 r—kpowr—as—the—Right—teo—Krow—taw AND MENTAL HEALTH <--
9 SERVICES TO WOMEN VETERANS;

10 and be it further

11 RESOLVED, That theTask Force—onWomen Veterans!l Heatth Care— <--
12 expire—October—31,—2022,—andbe—it—further
13 RESOEHBD—Fhat—a—copy—of A COPY OF THE REPORT REQUIRED UNDER <--

14 this resolution be transmitted to the President of the United
15 States, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, presiding officers of
16 each house of Congress and each member of Congress from

17 Pennsylvania.
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