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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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INTRODUCED BY STURLA, MADDEN, HANBIDGE, SANCHEZ, D. WILLIAMS,

FREEMAN AND PROBST, MARCH 23, 2023

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, MARCH 23, 2023
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AN ACT

Amending the act of August 24, 1951 (P.L.1304, No.315), entitled

"An act to improve local health administration throughout the
Commonwealth by authorizing the creation, establishment and
administration of single-county or joint-county departments
of health in all counties; exempting certain municipalities
from the jurisdiction of single-county or joint-county
departments of health; permitting the dissolution of
departments or boards of health in certain municipalities;
authorizing State grants to counties which establish
departments of health and to certain municipalities if they
meet prescribed requirements; conferring powers and duties
upon the State Department of Health in connection with the
creation, establishment and administration of single-county
or joint-county departments of health and administration of
the health laws in parts of certain municipalities not
subject to the jurisdiction of single-county or joint-county
departments of health, and the administration of State
grants; and repealing an act which confers health powers upon
counties of the first class," further providing for
authorization of county departments of health; and repealing
provisions relating to dissolution of and withdrawal from
county departments of health.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 5 of the act of August 24, 1951

(P.L.1304, No.315), known as the Local Health Administration

Law, is amended to read:

Section 5. Authorization of County Departments of Health.--
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(a) In all counties, except counties of the first class,
single-county departments of health or joint-county departments
of health [may] shall be authorized by resolution [or by
referendum, or by a combination of these methods,] as provided
in this section. In the authorization of joint-county
departments of health, each of the participating counties shall
be adjacent to at least one of the other participating counties.

[Whether] When a county department of health is authorized by
resolution [or by referendum or by a combination of these
methods], the county commissioners shall, before enacting a
resolution [or before submitting the question at an election],
request a certificate of approval from the State Secretary of
Health, who shall issue such a certificate forthwith if the
proposed county department of health conforms to the county
health administration plan as last revised. If the proposed
county department of health does not conform to the county
health administration plan as last revised, the State Secretary
of Health shall make a special investigation in accordance with
the criteria stated in section 4 of this act and, on the basis
of the special investigation he shall approve or disapprove the
establishment of the proposed county department of health. He
shall send a certificate of approval or written notice of
disapproval to the county commissioners within thirty (30) days
after he has received the request for a certificate of approval.

(b) The following shall apply:

(1) FExcept as provided under paragraph (2), the county

commissioners of any county [may] shall, by resolution,
authorize the establishment of a single-county department of
health.

(2) The county commissioners of two or more counties may, by
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a separate resolution in each county, authorize the
establishment of a joint-county department of health.

(3) 1In either case, the approval of the State Secretary of
Health shall be first obtained as provided in subsection (a) of

this section.
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(e) Immediately upon the authorization of the establishment
of a single-county department of health or joint-county
department of health, the county commissioners shall give
written notice thereof to the State Secretary of Health. In the
case of a joint-county department of health, the notice may be
given by the county commissioners of any participating county.

Section 2. Section 5.1 of the act is repealed:

—
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24 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

20230HB0679PN0622 -7 -



