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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1962 %"

INTRODUCED BY PARKER, HANBIDGE, MADDEN, KINSEY, KHAN, PROBST,
PIELLT, CEPEDA-FREYTIZ, HILL-EVANS, SANCHEZ, KAZEEM, CERRATO,
KRAJEWSKI, MAYES, GREEN AND OTTEN, JANUARY 31, 2024

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 24, 2024
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AN ACT

Amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in support matters generally, further

providing for admimistrationofFitteIVbprogram—for— <--
assistance recipients to seek support, for cooperation
required and for enforcement of cooperation requirements.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 4378 (A) OF TITLE 23 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES IS AMENDED AND THE SECTION IS AMENDED BY
ADDING A SUBSECTION TO READ:

§ 4378. Assistance recipients to seek support.

(a) Seeking support required.--[Prior] EXCEPT AS PROVIDED <--

UNDER SUBSECTION (A.1), PRIOR to authorization, every applicant

aatural—or—adeptisve—parent for assistance whose circumstances <--

include the reported absence of a legally responsible relative
from the household or the presence of a putative father shall
appear before the domestic relations section or other applicable

division of the court of common pleas. Upon the request of a
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family court or domestic relations section, the secretary is
authorized to waive the requirement of personal appearance
before a family court or domestic relations section if another
procedure would be as efficient and effective. Subject to
Federal approval, only when necessary, assistance shall not be

authorized by the department until it has been certified that

the applicant retgrat—er—adeptive—parernt has cooperated in <--
determining paternity and enforcing support.

(A.1) COOPERATION BY NONPARENTS OF RELATIVE CHILDREN.-- <--

(1) SUBJECT TO FEDERAL APPROVAL AND ONLY WHEN NECESSARY,

AN APPLICANT FOR ASSISTANCE WHO IS A NONPARENT OF A RELATIVE

CHILD MAY CHOOSE WHETHER TO COOPERATE TN SEEKING AND

OBTATINING SUPPORT PAYMENTS FOR A RETATIVE CHILD WITH RESPECT

TO WHOM THE ASSISTANCE IS CLAIMED.

(2) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND

PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS

SUBSECTION UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"BLOOD RELATIVE." THE TERM INCLUDES AN INDIVIDUAL OF
HALF-BLOOD.
"FTFTH DEGREE OF KINSHTIP." THE FIFTH DEGREE OF KINSHIP

INCLUDES A GREAT-GREAT GRANDPARENT, GREAT-GREAT-GREAT

GRANDPARENT AND OTHER RETLATTONSHTP PREFIXED BY GREAT, GREAT-

GREAT, GRAND OR GREAT-GRAND. THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE A

SECOND COUSIN OR MORE REMOTE COUSIN.

"FIRST COUSIN ONCE REMOVED." THE CHILD OF AN

INDIVIDUAL'S FIRST COUSIN OR THE FTIRST COUSIN OF AN

INDIVIDUAL'S PARENT.

"NONPARENT OF A RELATIVE CHITLD." TN REILATION TO A

DEPENDENT CHILD, A GRANDPARENT, STEP-GRANDPARENT OR OTHER

BLOOD RELATIVE WHO IS WITHIN THE FIFTH DEGREE OF KINSHTIP TO
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1 THE DEPENDENT CHILD, INCLUDING A FIRST COUSIN ONCE REMOVED.

7 SECTION 2. SECTIONS 4379 (1) (IV) AND 4380 (A) OF TITLE 23 ARE <=--
8 AMENDED TO READ:
9 § 4379. Cooperation required.

10 In accordance with a child support plan approved by the

11 Federal Government, the department shall have the power and its

12 duty shall be to:

13 (1) Require as a condition of eligibility for assistance

14 that an applicant or recipient paturat—eor—adoptive—parent: <--
15 * % %

16 2 —Reeguire—cooperation—inaccordance—with—+the— <--
17 fellewings

18 Ak

19

20

21

22
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25 (IV) [COOPERATE] SUBJECT TO SECTION 4378(A.1), <--
26 COOPERATE IN OBTAINING SUPPORT PAYMENTS FOR SUCH

277 APPLICANT OR RECIPIENT AND FOR A CHILD WITH RESPECT TO

28 WHOM SUCH ASSISTANCE IS CLAIMED OR IN OBTAINING ANY OTHER

29 PAYMENT OR PROPERTY DUE SUCH APPLICANT, RECIPIENT OR SUCH

30 CHILD UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT DETERMINES THAT THE APPLICANT
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OR RECIPIENT HAS GOOD CAUSE FOR FAILING TO DO SO.
*x k%
§ 4380. Enforcement of cooperation requirements.
(a) Cooperation required.--It is essential to the effective
and responsible utilization of assistance funds that applicants

and +frecipientsid—reecipientraturatl—er—adeptive—parents who are <--

caretakers of a child whose circumstances include the reported
absence of a legally responsible relative from the household or
presence of a putative father cooperate fully with the
department and the court or domestic relations section in
establishing paternity and in securing child support payments
and in all matters set forth in section 4379 (relating to

cooperation required), SUBJECT TO SECTION 4378 (A.1) (RELATING TO <--

ASSTSTANCE RECIPIENTS TO SEEK SUPPORT) .

V—Precedires— <--

4 1 L 1 S
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19 Section 2 3.

20 MONTHS.
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This act shall take effect in &b—days SIX




