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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1308 %z

INTRODUCED BY SCHLOSSBERG, FREEMAN, GUENST, HILL-EVANS,
HOHENSTEIN, HOWARD, KENYATTA, MADDEN, SAMUELSON AND SANCHEZ,
APRIL 30, 2021

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 26, 2021
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PROVIDING FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW <--
TEAMS, FOR DUTIES OF SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAMS,
DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, FOR CONFIDENTIALITY OF
SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM RECORDS AND FOR
CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LIABILITY PROTECTIONS.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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Fhris—aet—shatt—take—effect—3n—36—days~
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. <--

THIS ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE SUICIDE AND
OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW ACT.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"COUNTY." A COUNTY OF THE FIRST CLASS, SECOND CLASS, SECOND
CLASS A, THIRD CLASS, FOURTH CLASS, FIFTH CLASS, SIXTH CLASS,
SEVENTH CLASS AND EIGHTH CLASS.

"DECEASED INDIVIDUAL." AN INDIVIDUAL WHO DIED BY SUICIDE OR
FATAL OVERDOSE.

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

"LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH."™ ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) A LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ESTABLISHED BY A
MUNICIPALITY.

(2) A SINGLE-COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OR JOINT-COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ESTABLISHED UNDER THE ACT OF AUGUST 24,
1951 (P.L.1304, NO.315), KNOWN AS THE LOCAL HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION LAW.

"MUNICIPALITY."™ A COUNTY, CITY, BOROUGH, INCORPORATED TOWN

OR TOWNSHIP.
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"OVERDOSE." A DRUG OR ALCOHOL OVERDOSE.

"SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM."™ A SUICIDE AND
OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 3 (A).
SECTION 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW

TEAMS.

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.--A LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH MAY
ESTABLISH A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM FOR THE
PURPOSE OF GATHERING INFORMATION CONCERNING SUICIDES AND
OVERDOSE FATALITIES AND TO USE THE INFORMATION GATHERED TO
IMPROVE COMMUNITY RESOURCES AND SYSTEMS OF CARE TO REDUCE
SUICIDES AND OVERDOSE FATALITIES. THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM MAY BE
ESTABLISHED IN A COUNTY OR MULTIPLE COUNTIES IN THIS
COMMONWEALTH.

(2) UPON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEW TEAM, THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM
SHALL NOTIFY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM.

(3) A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM SHALL BE
MULTIDISCIPLINARY AND CULTURALLY DIVERSE AND INCLUDE
PROFESSIONALS AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM ORGANIZATIONS THAT
PROVIDE SERVICES OR COMMUNITY RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES IN THE
COMMUNITY SERVED BY THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW
TEAM.

(B) MEMBERSHIP.--

(1) A LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL SELECT THE
FOLLOWING MEMBERS FOR A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW
TEAM:

(I) A CORONER OR MEDICAL EXAMINER.

(IT) A PATHOLOGIST.
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(III) A LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST UNDER THE ACT OF MARCH
23, 1972 (P.L.136, NO.52), KNOWN AS THE PROFESSIONAL
PSYCHOLOGISTS PRACTICE ACT.

(IV) A LICENSED PHYSICIAN UNDER THE ACT OF DECEMBER
20, 1985 (P.L.457, NO.112), KNOWN AS THE MEDICAL PRACTICE
ACT OF 1985, OR A LICENSED PHYSICIAN UNDER THE ACT OF
OCTOBER 5, 1978 (P.L.1109, NO.261), KNOWN AS THE
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICAL PRACTICE ACT, WHO PRACTICES AS A
PSYCHIATRIST.

(V) A LOCAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DIRECTOR OR A
DESIGNEE.

(VI) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE EDUCATION
COMMUNITY WITH EXPERIENCE REGARDING EXISTING AND
POTENTIAL SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE PREVENTION EFFORTS FOR
STUDENTS IN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

(VII) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE LAW
ENFORCEMENT COMMUNITY WITH EXPERIENCE REGARDING EXISTING
AND POTENTIAL SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE PREVENTION EFFORTS FOR
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE INVOLVED WITH THE LAW ENFORCEMENT
SYSTEM.

(VIII) A REPRESENTATIVE OF AN ORGANIZATION THAT
ADVOCATES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH MENTAL ILLNESSES AND THEIR
FAMILY MEMBERS.

(IX) A REPRESENTATIVE OF AN ORGANIZATION THAT
ADVOCATES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE DISORDERS
AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS.

(X) A REPRESENTATIVE FROM A SINGLE COUNTY AUTHORITY.
(2) IN ADDITION TO THE MEMBERS SELECTED UNDER PARAGRAPH

A LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH MAY SELECT MEMBERS FOR A

SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM AS DEEMED NECESSARY BY
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THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO ADMINISTER THE SUICIDE AND
OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM'S DUTIES UNDER SECTION 4,
INCLUDING AN INDIVIDUAL WITH EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE
REGARDING HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICES, LAW ENFORCEMENT,
EDUCATION, EMERGENCY MEDICINE, MENTAL HEALTH, JUVENILE
DELINQUENCY, ADULT AND JUVENILE PROBATION OR DRUG AND ALCOHOL
ABUSE.

(C) CHAIR, VACANCIES AND MEETINGS.--A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEW TEAM SHALL SELECT A CHAIR BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF A
QUORUM OF THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM'S MEMBERS.
A MAJORITY OF THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM'S
MEMBERS SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM. THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEW TEAM SHALL MEET AT LEAST QUARTERLY TO CONDUCT
BUSINESS AND REVIEW QUALIFYING DEATHS UNDER SECTION 4 (B). A
VACANCY IN THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM SHALL BE
FILLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (B).

SECTION 4. DUTIES OF SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAMS.

(A) DUTIES.--UPON RECEIPT OF A REPORT OF A QUALIFYING DEATH
UNDER SUBSECTION (B), A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM
SHALL CONDUCT A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY REVIEW OF ALL AVATILABLE
INFORMATION ON THE DECEASED INDIVIDUAL. THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEW TEAM SHALL HAVE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING DUTIES:

(1) IDENTIFY THE FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEATH

OF THE DECEASED INDIVIDUAL.

(2) DETERMINE WHETHER SIMILAR FATALITIES MAY BE

PREVENTED IN THE FUTURE.

(3) IF APPLICABLE, IDENTIFY ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:
(I) POINTS OF CONTACT BETWEEN THE DECEASED
INDIVIDUAL AND HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS, SOCIAL SERVICES

SYSTEMS, CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEMS AND OTHER SYSTEMS
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ANY

(B)

THE

INVOLVED WITH THE DECEASED INDIVIDUAL.

(IT) RESOURCES THAT MAY BE USED TO ASSIST IN THE
PREVENTION OF A SIMILAR DEATH.

(4) IF APPLICABLE, IDENTIFY SOLUTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF
OF THE FOLLOWING:

(I) IMPROVING PRACTICE AND POLICY.

(II) PROMOTING COORDINATION BETWEEN STATE, COUNTY
AND LOCAL AGENCIES, LAW ENFORCEMENT, PRIVATE ENTITIES AND
RESOURCES IDENTIFIED UNDER PARAGRAPH (3) (II).

(ITT) CONSOLIDATING ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION ON
SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE FATALITIES FROM STATE, COUNTY AND
LOCAL AGENCIES, LAW ENFORCEMENT AND PRIVATE ENTITIES IN
ACCORDANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS
REGARDING CONFIDENTIALITY.

QUALIFYING DEATHS.--A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW

TEAM SHALL REVIEW THE DEATH OF AN INDIVIDUAL WHOSE DEATH

OCCURRED IN THE AREA SERVED BY THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH

REVIEW TEAM IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS ARE MET:

(1) THE INDIVIDUAL'S CAUSE OF DEATH IS LISTED AS ANY OF
FOLLOWING:

(I) POISONING.

(II) INTOXICATION.

(III) TOXICITY.

(IV) INHALATION.

(V) INGESTION.

(VI) OVERDOSE.

(VII) EXPOSURE.

(VIII) CHEMICAL USE.

(IX) NEONATAL ABSTINENCE SYNDROME EFFECTS.

(2) THE INDIVIDUAL'S MANNER OF DEATH IS CLASSIFIED AS
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ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:
(I) ACCIDENT.
(IT) SUICIDE.
(ITI) UNDETERMINED.

(3) THE INDIVIDUAL'S MANNER OF DEATH IS CLASSIFIED AS
NATURAL, BUT DRUG INTOXICATION OR EXPOSURE IS LISTED AS A
CONTRIBUTING FACTOR.

(C) INTERVIEWS.--IF A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM
OPTS TO CONTACT A FAMILY MEMBER OR CAREGIVER OF A DECEASED
INDIVIDUAL TO CONDUCT AN INTERVIEW WITH THE FAMILY MEMBER OR
CAREGIVER, THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM SHALL
DEVELOP PROTOCOLS FOR INITIATING THE CONTACT AND CONDUCTING THE
INTERVIEW. THE PROTOCOLS SHALL BE BASED ON TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE
PRINCIPLES AND ADDRESS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM'S
COLLECTION, USE AND DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION AND RECORDS TO
THE FAMILY MEMBER OR CAREGIVER.

(2) PROVIDING NOTICE TO THE FAMILY MEMBER OR CAREGIVER
THAT THE INTERVIEW IS VOLUNTARY.

(3) ENSURING THAT INFORMATION ATTAINED FROM THE
INTERVIEW IS CONFIDENTIAL.

(D) ANNUAL REPORT.--A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM
SHALL PREPARE AN ANNUAL REPORT. THE LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
SHALL POST THE ANNUAL REPORT UNDER THIS SUBSECTION ON THE LOCAL
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE FOR
THE PURPOSE OF EVALUATIONS, POLICY CONSIDERATIONS AND HEALTH
CARE PROGRAM ENHANCEMENTS. THE ANNUAL REPORT UNDER THIS
SUBSECTION SHALL COMPLY WITH CONFIDENTIALITY REQUIREMENTS UNDER
SECTION 6 (B). THE ANNUAL REPORT UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL

INCLUDE ALL THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
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(1) A SUMMARY OF THE AGGREGATED, NONINDIVIDUALLY
IDENTIFIABLE FINDINGS OF THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH
REVIEW TEAM FOR THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE SYSTEMS OF CARE AND
COMMUNITY RESOURCES TO REDUCE FATAL SUICIDES AND OVERDOSES IN
THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM'S JURISDICTION.

(3) PROPOSED SOLUTIONS FOR INADEQUACIES IN THE SYSTEMS
OF CARE.

(4) RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE SOURCES OF INFORMATION
REGARDING THE INVESTIGATION OF REPORTED SUICIDES AND OVERDOSE
FATALITIES, INCLUDING STANDARDS FOR THE UNIFORM AND
CONSISTENT REPORTING OF FATAL SUICIDES AND OVERDOSES BY LAW
ENFORCEMENT OR OTHER EMERGENCY SERVICE RESPONDERS WITHIN THE
SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM'S JURISDICTION.

(5) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO STATE LAWS AND
LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS, POLICIES AND PRACTICES TO PREVENT SUICIDE

AND OVERDOSE FATALITIES.

SECTION 5. DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT.

THE DEPARTMENT, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN

SERVICES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF DRUG AND ALCOHOL PROGRAMS, SHALL

HAVE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING DUTIES:

(1) ASSIST IN COLLECTING THE REPORTS OF A SUICIDE AND
OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM.

(2) PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO A SUICIDE AND
OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM IN CONDUCTING SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEWS.

(3) FACILITATE COMMUNICATION AMONG SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEW TEAMS.

(4) TRANSMIT AVAILABLE INFORMATION TO AN APPROPRIATE

SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM REGARDING A FATAL
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1 SUICIDE OR OVERDOSE IN THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW

2 TEAM'S JURISDICTION, INCLUDING ALL OF THE FOLLOWING

3 INFORMATION:

4 (I) THE DECEASED INDIVIDUAL'S AGE, RACE, GENDER,

5 COUNTY OF RESIDENCE AND COUNTY OF DEATH.

6 (IT) THE DATE, MANNER, CAUSE AND SPECIFIC

7 CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE SUICIDE OR OVERDOSE DEATH AS

8 RECORDED ON THE DECEASED INDIVIDUAL'S COMPLETED DEATH

9 CERTIFICATE.

10 (5) PROVIDE A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM

11 ACCESS TO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

12 (I) INFORMATION AND RECORDS MAINTAINED BY A HEALTH
13 CARE PROVIDER REGARDING A DECEASED INDIVIDUAL'S PHYSICAL
14 HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER

15 TREATMENT.

16 (IT) ANY RELEVANT INFORMATION AND RECORDS MAINTAINED
17 BY A STATE OR LOCAL AGENCY, INCLUDING ANY OF THE
18 FOLLOWING:
19 (A) A DECEASED INDIVIDUAL'S CRIMINAL HISTORY
20 RECORDS AND RECORDS OF PROBATION AND PAROLE IF THE
21 TRANSMISSION OF THE RECORDS DOES NOT AFFECT AN
22 ONGOING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION.
23 (B) A DECEASED INDIVIDUAL'S ACCESS TO VARIOUS
24 LETHAL MEANS, SOCIAL SERVICE RECORDS, SCHOOL RECORDS,
25 EDUCATIONAL HISTORIES AND DISCIPLINARY OR HEALTH
26 RECORDS GENERATED BY A LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM, AND
27 CORONER OR MEDICAL EXAMINER RECORDS, INCLUDING
28 AUTOPSY AND TOXICOLOGY REPORTS.
29 (C) ANY OTHER RECORD CONCERNING THE ASSESSMENT,
30 CARE, DIAGNOSIS, NEAR DEATH OR TREATMENT OF A
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DECEASED INDIVIDUAL.
(6) PROMULGATE REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS

ACT.

SECTION 6. CONFIDENTIALITY OF SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW
TEAM RECORDS.

(A) MEETINGS.--A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM
MEETING SHALL BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC AND INFORMATION DISCUSSED
AT THE MEETING SHALL BE CONFIDENTIAL.

(B) RECORDS.--THE PROCEEDING, RECORDS AND OPINIONS OF A
SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED
UNDER THE ACT OF FEBRUARY 14, 2008 (P.L.6, NO.3), KNOWN AS THE
RIGHT-TO-KNOW LAW. THE PROCEEDINGS, RECORDS AND OPINIONS OF A
SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM SHALL BE CONFIDENTIAL AND
MAY NOT BE SUBJECT TO DISCOVERY, SUBPOENA OR INTRODUCTION INTO
EVIDENCE IN A CRIMINAL OR CIVIL PROCEEDING. A MEMBER OF A
SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM MAY NOT BE QUESTIONED IN
A CRIMINAL OR CIVIL PROCEEDING REGARDING INFORMATION PRESENTED
IN OR OPINIONS FORMED AS A RESULT OF A MEETING OF THE SUICIDE
AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM. NOTHING IN THIS SUBSECTION SHALL
BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT A MEMBER OF A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH
REVIEW TEAM FROM TESTIFYING IN A CRIMINAL OR CIVIL PROCEEDING TO
INFORMATION OBTAINED INDEPENDENTLY OF THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEW TEAM OR TO INFORMATION WHICH IS PUBLICLY AVAILABLE.
SECTION 7. CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LIABILITY PROTECTIONS.

(A) CONFIDENTIALITY.--A MEMBER OF A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEW TEAM MAY DISCUSS CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS DURING A
MEETING OF THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM. THE
FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) A MEMBER OF A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM

SHALL COMPLY WITH APPLICABLE FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS REGARDING

20210HB1308PN2316 - 16 -



10

11

12

13

14

CONFIDENTIALITY DURING A MEETING OF THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE
DEATH REVIEW TEAM.
(2) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER SUBSECTION (B), A MEMBER OF
A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW MAY NOT BE DISCIPLINED,
CRIMINALLY PROSECUTED OR HELD ADMINISTRATIVELY OR CIVILLY
LIABLE FOR SHARING OR DISCUSSING CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS DURING
A MEETING OF THE SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW TEAM.
(B) LIABILITY.--THE IMMUNITY SPECIFIED UNDER SUBSECTION (A)
(2) SHALL NOT APPLY TO A MEMBER OF A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH
REVIEW TEAM OR AN INVITEE OF A SUICIDE AND OVERDOSE DEATH REVIEW
TEAM WHO DISCLOSES CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION WITH MALICE, IN BAD
FAITH OR IN A NEGLIGENT MANNER.
SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE.

THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 30 DAYS.
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