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AN ACT
Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania

Consolidated Statutes, IN ASSAULT, further providing for THE <--
OFFENSE OF harassment.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 2709(b) and (c) (2) of Title 18 of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, amended November 27, 2013
(P.L.1061, No0.91), are amended, subsection (b.1l) is amended by
adding a paragraph and subsection (f) is amended by adding
definitions to read:

§ 2709. Harassment.
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(b) [Stalking.--] &yker—harassment—eof—a—echild—Apersen— <--
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commits—the—erime—of eyvpber CYBER HARASSMENT OF A CHILD.-—- <--

(1) A PFRSON COMMITS THE CRIME OF CYBER harassment of a

child if, with intent to ka¥rass;—hke HARASS, ANNOY OR ALARM, <--

THE PERSON engages in a continuing course of conduct by

repeatedly communicating the following bv electronic means

directly to a child or by publication through an electronic

social media service:

: o ] ] WEPT 1 <
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reatthor—econdition

23— +threst—to—infliet—untawial—barme

(I) A SERTIOUSLY DISPARAGING STATEMENT OR OPTINION <--

ABOUT THE CHILD'S PHYSTICAL CHARACTERISTICS, SEXUALITY,

SEXUAL ACTIVITY OR MENTAL OR PHYSICAL HEALTH OR

CONDITION.

(IT) A THREAT TO INFLICT HARM.

(2) (1) IF A JUVENILE TS CHARGED WITH A VIOLATION OF

PARAGRAPH (1), THE JUDICIAL AUTHORITY WITH JURISDICTION

OVER THE VIOLATION SHALTL GIVE FIRST CONSIDERATION TO

REFERRING THE JUVENILE CHARGED WITH THE VIOLATION TO A

DIVERSIONARY PROGRAM UNDER PA.R.J.C.P. NO. 312 (RELATING

TO INFORMAL ADJUSTMENT) OR NO. 370 (RELATING TO CONSENT

DECREE) . AS PART OF THE DIVERSIONARY PROGRAM, THE

JUDICIAL AUTHORITY MAY ORDER THE JUVENILE TO PARTICIPATE

IN AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM WHICH INCLUDES THE LEGAL AND

NONLEGAL CONSEQUENCES OF CYBER HARASSMENT.

(I7) IF THE PERSON SUCCESSEFULLY COMPLETES THE

DIVERSTONARY PROGRAM, THE JUVENILE'S RECORDS OF THE
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1 CHARGE OF VIOLATING PARAGRAPH (1) SHALL BE EXPUNGED AS

2 PROVIDED FOR UNDER SECTION 9123 (RELATING TO JUVENILE

3 RECORDS) .

4 (b.1) Venue.--

5 x x %

6 (3) In addition to paragraphs (1) and (2), an offense

7 under subsection (b) may be deemed to have been committed at
8 the place where the child who is the subject of the

9 communication resides.
10 (c) Grading.--
11 x % %
12 (2) An offense under subsection (a) (4), (5), (6) or (7)
13 or (b) shall constitute a misdemeanor of the third degree.
14 * K *
15 (f) Definitions.--As used in this section, the following

16 words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this
17 subsection:

18 *x Kx  %

19 "EFEmotional distress." A temporary or permanent state of

20 mental anguish.

21 *x Kx  %

22 "Repeatedly communicates." To convey more than one message

23 over a period of time.

24 "Seriously disparaging statement or opinion." A statement or

25 opinion which is intended to and under the circumstances is

26 reasonably likely to cause serious emotional distress to a child

27 of the victim's age.

28 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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