An Act

BILL NO. 484 By: Dahm of the Senate
and

O'Donnell of the House

An Act relating to counties and county officers;
amending 19 0.S. 2011, Section 4, which relates to
status and power of counties; modifying means by
which lawsuits may be brought against a county; and
providing an effective date.

SUBJECT: Lawsuits against counties
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 19 0.S. 2011, Section 4, 1is
amended to read as follows:

Section 4. 1In all suits or proceedings by or against a county,
the name in which a county shall sue or be sued shall be, "Board of
County Commissioners of the County of ," but this provision
shall not prevent county officers, where authorized by law, from
suing in their official name for the benefit of the county. Suit
may be brought against a county by naming a county officer
identified in Section 161 of this title when it is alleged that such
officer in his or her official capacity is directly or vicariously
liable to plaintiff in an action not arising out of contract.
Otherwise, suit may be brought against a county by naming the Board
of County Commissioners of the County of ; in actions against
the Board not arising out of contract, upon motion, the Court may
substitute a county officer identified in Section 161 of this title




in his or her official capacity for the Board upon a showing that

such county officer is better suited to represent and defend the
county under the particular facts of the case.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2019.
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Passed the Senate the 12th day of March, 2019.

Presiding Officer of the Senate

Passed the House of Representatives the 17th day of April, 2019.

Presiding Officer of the House
of Representatives

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Received by the Office of the Governor this

day of , 20 , at o'clock M.

By:

Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma this

day of , 20 , at o'clock M.

Governor of the State of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Received by the Office of the Secretary of State this

day of , 20 , at o'clock M.

By:
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