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Senator LaRose
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A BILL

To amend sections 102.02, 3513.02, 3513.30,
3513.301, and 3513.312 of the Revised Code to
expand the circumstances under which a board of
elections or the secretary of state is not

required to hold a primary election.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 102.02, 3513.02, 3513.30,
3513.301, and 3513.312 of the Revised Code be amended to read as

follows:

Sec. 102.02. (A) (1) Except as otherwise provided in
division (H) of this section, all of the following shall file
with the appropriate ethics commission the disclosure statement
described in this division on a form prescribed by the
appropriate commission: every person who is elected to or is a
candidate for a state, county, or city office and every person
who is appointed to fill a vacancy for an unexpired term in such
an elective office; all members of the state board of education;

the director, assistant directors, deputy directors, division
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chiefs, or persons of equivalent rank of any administrative
department of the state; the president or other chief
administrative officer of every state institution of higher
education as defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised Code;
the executive director and the members of the capitol square
review and advisory board appointed or employed pursuant to
section 105.41 of the Revised Code; all members of the Ohio
casino control commission, the executive director of the
commission, all professional employees of the commission, and
all technical employees of the commission who perform an
internal audit function; the individuals set forth in division
(B) (2) of section 187.03 of the Revised Code; the chief
executive officer and the members of the board of each state
retirement system; each employee of a state retirement board who
is a state retirement system investment officer licensed
pursuant to section 1707.163 of the Revised Code; the members of
the Ohio retirement study council appointed pursuant to division
(C) of section 171.01 of the Revised Code; employees of the Ohio
retirement study council, other than employees who perform
purely administrative or clerical functions; the administrator
of workers' compensation and each member of the bureau of
workers' compensation board of directors; the bureau of workers'
compensation director of investments; the chief investment
officer of the bureau of workers' compensation; all members of
the board of commissioners on grievances and discipline of the
supreme court and the ethics commission created under section
102.05 of the Revised Code; every business manager, treasurer,
or superintendent of a city, local, exempted village, joint
vocational, or cooperative education school district or an
educational service center; every person who is elected to or is
a candidate for the office of member of a board of education of

a city, local, exempted village, joint vocational, or
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cooperative education school district or of a governing board of
an educational service center that has a total student count of
twelve thousand or more as most recently determined by the
department of education pursuant to section 3317.03 of the
Revised Code; every person who is appointed to the board of
education of a municipal school district pursuant to division
(B) or (F) of section 3311.71 of the Revised Code; all members
of the board of directors of a sanitary district that is
established under Chapter 6115. of the Revised Code and
organized wholly for the purpose of providing a water supply for
domestic, municipal, and public use, and that includes two
municipal corporations in two counties; every public official or
employee who is paid a salary or wage in accordance with
schedule C of section 124.15 or schedule E-2 of section 124.152
of the Revised Code; members of the board of trustees and the
executive director of the southern Ohio agricultural and
community development foundation; all members appointed to the
Ohio livestock care standards board under section 904.02 of the
Revised Code; all entrepreneurs in residence assigned by the
LeanOhio office in the department of administrative services
under section 125.65 of the Revised Code and every other public
official or employee who is designated by the appropriate ethics

commission pursuant to division (B) of this section.

(2) The disclosure statement shall include all of the

following:

(a) The name of the person filing the statement and each
member of the person's immediate family and all names under
which the person or members of the person's immediate family do

business;

(b) (1) Subject to divisions (A) (2) (b) (ii) and (iii) of
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this section and except as otherwise provided in section 102.022
of the Revised Code, identification of every source of income,
other than income from a legislative agent identified in
division (A) (2) (b) (ii) of this section, received during the
preceding calendar year, in the person's own name or by any
other person for the person's use or benefit, by the person
filing the statement, and a brief description of the nature of
the services for which the income was received. If the person
filing the statement is a member of the general assembly, the
statement shall identify the amount of every source of income
received in accordance with the following ranges of amounts:
zero or more, but less than one thousand dollars; one thousand
dollars or more, but less than ten thousand dollars; ten
thousand dollars or more, but less than twenty-five thousand
dollars; twenty-five thousand dollars or more, but less than
fifty thousand dollars; fifty thousand dollars or more, but less
than one hundred thousand dollars; and one hundred thousand
dollars or more. Division (A) (2) (b) (i) of this section shall not
be construed to require a person filing the statement who
derives income from a business or profession to disclose the
individual items of income that constitute the gross income of
that business or profession, except for those individual items
of income that are attributable to the person's or, if the
income is shared with the person, the partner's, solicitation of
services or goods or performance, arrangement, or facilitation
of services or provision of goods on behalf of the business or
profession of clients, including corporate clients, who are
legislative agents. A person who files the statement under this
section shall disclose the identity of and the amount of income
received from a person who the public official or employee knows
or has reason to know is doing or seeking to do business of any

kind with the public official's or employee's agency.
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(ii) If the person filing the statement is a member of the
general assembly, the statement shall identify every source of
income and the amount of that income that was received from a
legislative agent during the preceding calendar year, in the
person's own name or by any other person for the person's use or
benefit, by the person filing the statement, and a brief
description of the nature of the services for which the income
was received. Division (A) (2) (b) (ii1) of this section requires
the disclosure of clients of attorneys or persons licensed under
section 4732.12 of the Revised Code, or patients of persons
certified under section 4731.14 of the Revised Code, if those
clients or patients are legislative agents. Division (A) (2) (b)
(ii) of this section requires a person filing the statement who
derives income from a business or profession to disclose those
individual items of income that constitute the gross income of
that business or profession that are received from legislative

agents.

(iii) Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (2) (b)
(1ii) of this section, division (A) (2) (b) (i) of this section
applies to attorneys, physicians, and other persons who engage
in the practice of a profession and who, pursuant to a section
of the Revised Code, the common law of this state, a code of
ethics applicable to the profession, or otherwise, generally are
required not to reveal, disclose, or use confidences of clients,
patients, or other recipients of professional services except
under specified circumstances or generally are required to
maintain those types of confidences as privileged communications
except under specified circumstances. Division (A) (2) (b) (i) of
this section does not require an attorney, physician, or other
professional subject to a confidentiality requirement as

described in division (A) (2) (b) (ii1i) of this section to disclose
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the name, other identity, or address of a client, patient, or
other recipient of professional services if the disclosure would
threaten the client, patient, or other recipient of professional
services, would reveal details of the subject matter for which
legal, medical, or professional advice or other services were
sought, or would reveal an otherwise privileged communication
involving the client, patient, or other recipient of
professional services. Division (A) (2) (b) (1) of this section
does not require an attorney, physician, or other professional
subject to a confidentiality requirement as described in
division (A) (2) (b) (1iii) of this section to disclose in the brief
description of the nature of services required by division (A)
(2) (b) (1) of this section any information pertaining to specific
professional services rendered for a client, patient, or other
recipient of professional services that would reveal details of
the subject matter for which legal, medical, or professional
advice was sought or would reveal an otherwise privileged
communication involving the client, patient, or other recipient

of professional services.

(c) The name of every corporation on file with the
secretary of state that is incorporated in this state or holds a
certificate of compliance authorizing it to do business in this
state, trust, business trust, partnership, or association that
transacts business in this state in which the person filing the
statement or any other person for the person's use and benefit
had during the preceding calendar year an investment of over one
thousand dollars at fair market value as of the thirty-first day
of December of the preceding calendar year, or the date of
disposition, whichever is earlier, or in which the person holds
any office or has a fiduciary relationship, and a description of

the nature of the investment, office, or relationship. Division
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(A) (2) (c) of this section does not require disclosure of the
name of any bank, savings and loan association, credit union, or
building and loan association with which the person filing the

statement has a deposit or a withdrawable share account.

(d) All fee simple and leasehold interests to which the
person filing the statement holds legal title to or a beneficial
interest in real property located within the state, excluding
the person's residence and property used primarily for personal

recreation;

(e) The names of all persons residing or transacting
business in the state to whom the person filing the statement
owes, 1in the person's own name or in the name of any other
person, more than one thousand dollars. Division (A) (2) (e) of
this section shall not be construed to require the disclosure of
debts owed by the person resulting from the ordinary conduct of
a business or profession or debts on the person's residence or
real property used primarily for personal recreation, except
that the superintendent of financial institutions shall disclose
the names of all state-chartered savings and loan associations
and of all service corporations subject to regulation under
division (E) (2) of section 1151.34 of the Revised Code to whom
the superintendent in the superintendent's own name or in the
name of any other person owes any money, and that the
superintendent and any deputy superintendent of banks shall
disclose the names of all state-chartered banks and all bank
subsidiary corporations subject to regulation under section
1109.44 of the Revised Code to whom the superintendent or deputy

superintendent owes any money.

(f) The names of all persons residing or transacting

business in the state, other than a depository excluded under
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division (A) (2) (¢) of this section, who owe more than one
thousand dollars to the person filing the statement, either in
the person's own name or to any person for the person's use or
benefit. Division (A) (2) (f) of this section shall not be
construed to require the disclosure of clients of attorneys or
persons licensed under section 4732.12 of the Revised Code, or
patients of persons certified under section 4731.14 of the
Revised Code, nor the disclosure of debts owed to the person

resulting from the ordinary conduct of a business or profession.

(g) Except as otherwise provided in section 102.022 of the
Revised Code, the source of each gift of over seventy-five
dollars, or of each gift of over twenty-five dollars received by
a member of the general assembly from a legislative agent,
received by the person in the person's own name or by any other
person for the person's use or benefit during the preceding
calendar year, except gifts received by will or by virtue of
section 2105.06 of the Revised Code, or received from spouses,
parents, grandparents, children, grandchildren, siblings,
nephews, nieces, uncles, aunts, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law,
sons—-in-law, daughters-in-law, fathers-in-law, mothers-in-law,
or any person to whom the person filing the statement stands in
loco parentis, or received by way of distribution from any inter
vivos or testamentary trust established by a spouse or by an

ancestor;

(h) Except as otherwise provided in section 102.022 of the
Revised Code, identification of the source and amount of every
payment of expenses incurred for travel to destinations inside
or outside this state that is received by the person in the
person's own name or by any other person for the person's use or
benefit and that is incurred in connection with the person's

official duties, except for expenses for travel to meetings or
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conventions of a national or state organization to which any 235
state agency, including, but not limited to, any legislative 236
agency or state institution of higher education as defined in 237
section 3345.011 of the Revised Code, pays membership dues, or 238
any political subdivision or any office or agency of a political 239
subdivision pays membership dues; 240

(1) Except as otherwise provided in section 102.022 of the 241
Revised Code, identification of the source of payment of 242
expenses for meals and other food and beverages, other than for 243
meals and other food and beverages provided at a meeting at 244
which the person participated in a panel, seminar, or speaking 245
engagement or at a meeting or convention of a national or state 246
organization to which any state agency, including, but not 247
limited to, any legislative agency or state institution of 248
higher education as defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised 249
Code, pays membership dues, or any political subdivision or any 250
office or agency of a political subdivision pays membership 251
dues, that are incurred in connection with the person's official 252
duties and that exceed one hundred dollars aggregated per 253
calendar year; 254

(37) If the disclosure statement is filed by a public 255
official or employee described in division (B) (2) of section 256
101.73 of the Revised Code or division (B) (2) of section 121.63 257
of the Revised Code who receives a statement from a legislative 258
agent, executive agency lobbyist, or employer that contains the 259
information described in division (F) (2) of section 101.73 of 260
the Revised Code or division (G) (2) of section 121.63 of the 261
Revised Code, all of the nondisputed information contained in 262
the statement delivered to that public official or employee by 263
the legislative agent, executive agency lobbyist, or employer 264

under division (F) (2) of section 101.73 or (G) (2) of section 265
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121.63 of the Revised Code.

(3) A person may file a statement required by this section

in person, by mail, or by electronic means.

(4) A person who is required to file a statement under
this section shall file that statement according to the

following deadlines, as applicable:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in divisions (A) (4) (b),
(c), and (d) of this section, the person shall file the

statement not later than the fifteenth day of May of each year.

(b) A-Subiject to divisions (A) (4) (b) (1) and (4ii) of this

section, a person who is a candidate for elective office shall
file the statement no later than the thirtieth day before the

primary, special, or general election at which the candidacy is

ar

to be voted on, whichever election occurs soonest—exeept—that

Tr

(i) A person who is a write-in candidate shall file the
statement no later than the twentieth day before the earliest

election at which the person's candidacy is to be voted on.

(ii) A person who is a candidate for the nomination of a

political party for an office and who subsequently receives a

certificate of nomination under section 3513.02, 3513.30,

3513.301, or 3513.312 of the Revised Code because the person's

primary race is uncontested shall file the statement no later

than the thirtieth day before the primary election at which the

person's candidacy would have been voted on if the race had been

contested.

(c) A person who is appointed to fill a vacancy for an
unexpired term in an elective office shall file the statement

within fifteen days after the person qualifies for office.
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(d) A person who is appointed or employed after the 295
fifteenth day of May, other than a person described in division 296
(A) (4) (¢c) of this section, shall file an annual statement within 297
ninety days after appointment or employment. 298

(5) No person shall be required to file with the 299
appropriate ethics commission more than one statement or pay 300
more than one filing fee for any one calendar year. 301

(6) The appropriate ethics commission, for good cause, may 302
extend for a reasonable time the deadline for filing a statement 303
under this section. 304

(7) A statement filed under this section is subject to 305
public inspection at locations designated by the appropriate 306
ethics commission except as otherwise provided in this section. 307

(B) The Ohio ethics commission, the joint legislative 308
ethics committee, and the board of commissioners on grievances 309
and discipline of the supreme court, using the rule-making 310
procedures of Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, may require any 311
class of public officials or employees under its Jjurisdiction 312
and not specifically excluded by this section whose positions 313
involve a substantial and material exercise of administrative 314
discretion in the formulation of public policy, expenditure of 315
public funds, enforcement of laws and rules of the state or a 316
county or city, or the execution of other public trusts, to file 317
an annual statement under division (A) of this section. The 318
appropriate ethics commission shall send the public officials or 319
employees written notice of the requirement not less than thirty 320
days before the applicable filing deadline unless the public 321
official or employee is appointed after that date, in which case 322
the notice shall be sent within thirty days after appointment, 323

and the filing shall be made not later than ninety days after 324
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appointment.

Disclosure statements filed under this division with the
Ohio ethics commission by members of boards, commissions, or
bureaus of the state for which no compensation is received other
than reasonable and necessary expenses shall be kept
confidential. Disclosure statements filed with the Ohio ethics
commission under division (A) of this section by business
managers, treasurers, and superintendents of city, local,
exempted village, joint vocational, or cooperative education
school districts or educational service centers shall be kept
confidential, except that any person conducting an audit of any
such school district or educational service center pursuant to
section 115.56 or Chapter 117. of the Revised Code may examine
the disclosure statement of any business manager, treasurer, or
superintendent of that school district or educational service
center. Disclosure statements filed with the Ohio ethics
commission under division (A) of this section by the individuals
set forth in division (B) (2) of section 187.03 of the Revised
Code shall be kept confidential. The Ohio ethics commission
shall examine each disclosure statement required to be kept
confidential to determine whether a potential conflict of
interest exists for the person who filed the disclosure
statement. A potential conflict of interest exists if the
private interests of the person, as indicated by the person's
disclosure statement, might interfere with the public interests
the person is required to serve in the exercise of the person's
authority and duties in the person's office or position of
employment. If the commission determines that a potential
conflict of interest exists, it shall notify the person who
filed the disclosure statement and shall make the portions of

the disclosure statement that indicate a potential conflict of
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interest subject to public inspection in the same manner as is 356
provided for other disclosure statements. Any portion of the 357
disclosure statement that the commission determines does not 358
indicate a potential conflict of interest shall be kept 359
confidential by the commission and shall not be made subject to 360
public inspection, except as is necessary for the enforcement of 361
Chapters 102. and 2921. of the Revised Code and except as 362
otherwise provided in this division. 363
(C) No person shall knowingly fail to file, on or before 364

the applicable filing deadline established under this section, a 365
statement that is required by this section. 366
(D) No person shall knowingly file a false statement that 367

is required to be filed under this section. 368
(E) (1) Except as provided in divisions (E) (2) and (3) of 369

this section, the statement required by division (A) or (B) of 370
this section shall be accompanied by a filing fee of sixty 371
dollars. 372
(2) The statement required by division (A) of this section 373
shall be accompanied by the following filing fee to be paid by 374
the person who is elected or appointed to, or is a candidate 375
for, any of the following offices: 376
377

For state office, except member of the 378
state board of education $95 379

For office of member of general assembly $40 380

For county office $60 381

For city office $35 382

For office of member of the state board 383

of education $35 384

For office of member of a city, local, 385
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exempted village, or cooperative

education board of

education or educational service

center governing board $30
For position of business manager,

treasurer, or superintendent of a

city, local, exempted village, joint

vocational, or cooperative education

school district or

educational service center $30

(3) No judge of a court of record or candidate for judge
of a court of record, and no referee or magistrate serving a
court of record, shall be required to pay the fee required under

division (E) (1) or (2) or (F) of this section.

(4) For any public official who is appointed to a
nonelective office of the state and for any employee who holds a
nonelective position in a public agency of the state, the state
agency that is the primary employer of the state official or
employee shall pay the fee required under division (E) (1) or (F)

of this section.

(F) If a statement required to be filed under this section
is not filed by the date on which it is required to be filed,
the appropriate ethics commission shall assess the person
required to file the statement a late filing fee of ten dollars
for each day the statement is not filed, except that the total
amount of the late filing fee shall not exceed two hundred fifty
dollars.

(G) (1) The appropriate ethics commission other than the
Ohio ethics commission and the joint legislative ethics

committee shall deposit all fees it receives under divisions (E)
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and (F) of this section into the general revenue fund of the

state.

(2) The Ohio ethics commission shall deposit all receipts,
including, but not limited to, fees it receives under divisions
(E) and (F) of this section, investigative or other fees, costs,
or other funds it receives as a result of court orders, and all
moneys it receives from settlements under division (G) of
section 102.06 of the Revised Code, into the Ohio ethics
commission fund, which is hereby created in the state treasury.
All moneys credited to the fund shall be used solely for
expenses related to the operation and statutory functions of the

commission.

(3) The joint legislative ethics committee shall deposit
all receipts it receives from the payment of financial
disclosure statement filing fees under divisions (E) and (F) of
this section into the joint legislative ethics committee

investigative fund.

(H) Division (A) of this section does not apply to a
person elected or appointed to the office of precinct, ward, or
district committee member under Chapter 3517. of the Revised
Code; a presidential elector; a delegate to a national
convention; village or township officials and employees; any
physician or psychiatrist who is paid a salary or wage in
accordance with schedule C of section 124.15 or schedule E-2 of
section 124.152 of the Revised Code and whose primary duties do
not require the exercise of administrative discretion; or any
member of a board, commission, or bureau of any county or city
who receives less than one thousand dollars per year for serving

in that position.

Sec. 3513.02. (A) (1) If+—3rw—eanyeodd—numbered—years+ no
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that office. If, however, the only office for which there are

more watid—deelarations—of ecandidaey—fited—certified candidates

than the number to be nominated by a political party+ is the
office of councilperson in a ward, a primary election shall be

held for sweh—that party for that office only in the ward or

wards in which there is a contest, and only the names of the
candidates for the office of councilperson in swek—that ward

shall appear on the primary ballot of sweh—that political party.

The—(2) If the number of persons certified as candidates

for the nomination of a political party for an office does not

exceed the number of candidates the political party is entitled

to nominate as its candidates for that office, then the election

officials whose duty it would have been to previde—feor—and
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before the primary election, issue appropriate certificates of 477
nomination to each of them, and certify their names to the 478
proper election officials, in order that their names may be 479
printed on the official ballots provided for use in the 480
succeeding general election in the same manner as though sweh— 481
the primary election had been held and sweh—those persons had 482
been nominated at sweh—the election. 483

(B) If the number of persons certified as candidates for 484
the nomination of a political party for an office exceeds the 485
number of candidates the political party is entitled to nominate 486
as its candidates for that office and one or more candidates 487
die, withdraw, or are disqualified before the day of the primary 488
election, such that the number of candidates no longer exceeds 489
the number of candidates that the political party is entitled to 490
nominate as its candidates for that office, and the vacancy or 491
vacancies are not filled under division (F) of section 3513.052 492
of the Revised Code, then all of the following apply: 493

(1) No primary election shall be held for the purpose of 494
nominating party candidates of that party for that office. 495

(2) If the ballots for that election have already been 496
prepared and primary election is to be held for that party for 497
the purpose of nominating or electing candidates for other 498
offices, the board of elections shall not remove the names of 499
the candidates from the ballots. The board of elections shall 500
post a notice at each polling place on the day of the election 501
that no primary is being held for the purpose of nominating 502
party candidates of that party for that office and that votes 503
for those candidates will be void and will not be counted. The 504
board also shall enclose a copy of that notice with each absent 505

voter's ballot given or mailed after all but one candidate has 506
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died, withdrawn, or been disqualified. Any votes for those

candidates are void and shall not be counted.

(3) The election officials whose duty it would have been

to issue certificates of nomination to the persons nominated at

the primary election shall declare the remaining candidate or

candidates to be nominated as of the date of the primary

election, issue appropriate certificates of nomination to each

of them, and certify their names to the proper election

officials, in order that their names may be printed on the

official ballots provided for use in the succeeding general

election in the same manner as though the primary election had

been held and those persons had been nominated at that election.

SeC. 3513.30. (A) (l) If uuly o alJ_d dCL/lCLJ_GltJI_UJ.J uf

eandidaey—is—fitled feor romination—the number of persons

certified as a—eandidate—candidates for the nomination of a

political party for an office does not exceed the number of

candidates that political party is entitled to nominate as its

candidates for that office and shat—eandidarte—dies—one or more

candidates die, withdraw, or are disqualified prior to the tenth

day before the primary election, both of the following may

occur:

(a) The political party whose candidate died, withdrew, or

was disqualified may fill the vacancy so created as provided in

division (A) (2) of this section.

(b) Any major political party other than the one whose

candidate died, withdrew, or was disqualified may select a

candidate as provided in division (A) (2) of this section under

either of the following circumstances:

(1) No person hkhas—fiteda—aliddeclaration—of candidaey—
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forrpominatien—is certified as that—party's—a candidate at—the—
primary—eteetionfor that party's nomination for that office.

£ 1 o 1= 1 4+ £
Tt O o oo actCTraoracTtolr UL

(ll) mul_y o ISASF=NSACE Y Fas

ecandidaey—for—rmominatieon—The number of persons certified as €hat—

pareyls——eandidateat—+the primary—eteetiencandidates for that

partyv's nomination for that office does not exceed the number of

candidates that political party is entitled to nominate as its

candidates for that office, +hat—persem—has—one or more

candidates have withdrawn, died, or been disqualified under

section 3513.052 of the Revised Code, and the vacancy or

vacancies so created kas—have not been filled.

(2) A vacancy may be filled under division (A) (1) (a) and a
selection may be made under division (A) (1) (b) of this section
by the appropriate committee of the political party in the same
manner as provided in divisions (A) to (E) of section 3513.31 of
the Revised Code for the filling of similar vacancies created by
withdrawals or disqualifications under section 3513.052 of the
Revised Code after the primary election, except that the
certification required under that section may not be filed with
the secretary of state, or with a board of the most populous
county of a district, or with the board of a county in which the
major portion of the population of a subdivision is located,
later than four p.m. of the tenth day before the day of such
primary election, or with any other board later than four p.m.

of the fifth day before the day of such primary election.

(3) If erdyemre—raliddeetaration—of ecandidaeyis—Ffited—
ferrmeominatien—the number of persons certified as a—eandidate—

candidates for the nomination of a political party for an office

does not exceed the number of candidates that political party is

entitled to nominate as its candidates for that office and £hat—
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candidate—dies—one or more candidates die, withdraw, or are

disqualified on or after the tenth day before the day of the

primary election, #£kat—each such candidate is considered to have
received the nomination of that candidate's political party at
that primary election, and, for purposes of filling the vacancy

so created, that candidate's death, withdrawal, or

disgualification shall be treated as if that—eandidatedied—it

occurred on the day after the day of the primary election.

(B) Any persen—filing adeclarationofecandidaey—candidate

for the nomination of a political party for an office may

withdraw as such candidate at any time prior to the primary
election. The withdrawal shall be effected and the statement of
withdrawal shall be filed in accordance with the procedures
prescribed in division (D) of this section for the withdrawal of
persons nominated in a primary election or by nominating

petition.

(C) A person who is the first choice for president of the
United States by a candidate for delegate or alternate to a
national convention of a political party may withdraw consent
for the selection of the person as such first choice no later
than four p.m. of the fortieth day before the day of the
presidential primary election. Withdrawal of consent shall be
for the entire slate of candidates for delegates and alternates
who named such person as their presidential first choice and
shall constitute withdrawal from the primary election by such
delegates and alternates. The withdrawal shall be made in
writing and delivered to the secretary of state. If the
withdrawal is delivered to the secretary of state on or before
the seventieth day before the day of the primary election, the
boards of elections shall remove both the name of the withdrawn

first choice and the names of such withdrawn candidates from the

Page 20

566
567
568
569
570
571
572
573

574
575
576
5717
578
579
580
581

582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596



S. B. No. 10
As Introduced

ballots according to the directions of the secretary of state.
If the withdrawal is delivered to the secretary of state after
the seventieth day before the day of the primary election, the
board of elections shall not remove the name of the withdrawn
first choice and the names of the withdrawn candidates from the
ballots. The board of elections shall post a notice at each
polling location on the day of the primary election, and shall
enclose with each absent voter's ballot given or mailed after
the candidate withdraws, a notice that votes for the withdrawn
first choice or the withdrawn candidates will be void and will
not be counted. If such names are not removed from all ballots
before the day of the election, the votes for the withdrawn
first choice or the withdrawn candidates are void and shall not

be counted.

(D) Any person nominated in a primary election or by
nominating petition as a candidate for election at the next
general election may withdraw as such candidate at any time
prior to the general election. Such withdrawal may be effected
by the filing of a written statement by such candidate
announcing the candidate's withdrawal and requesting that the
candidate's name not be printed on the ballots. If such
candidate's declaration of candidacy or nominating petition was
filed with the secretary of state, the candidate's statement of
withdrawal shall be addressed to and filed with the secretary of
state. If such candidate's declaration of candidacy or
nominating petition was filed with a board of elections, the
candidate's statement of withdrawal shall be addressed to and

filed with such board.

(E) When a person withdraws under division (B) or (D) of
this section on or before the seventieth day before the day of

the primary election or the general election, the board of
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elections shall remove the name of the withdrawn candidate from
the ballots according to the directions of the secretary of
state. When a person withdraws under division (B) or (D) of this
section after the seventieth day before the day of the primary
election or the general election, the board of elections shall
not remove the name of the withdrawn candidate from the ballots.
The board of elections shall post a notice at each polling place
on the day of the election, and shall enclose with each absent
voter's ballot given or mailed after the candidate withdraws, a
notice that votes for the withdrawn candidate will be void and
will not be counted. If the name is not removed from all ballots
before the day of the election, the votes for the withdrawn

candidate are void and shall not be counted.

Sec. 3513.301. (A) Notwithstanding section 3513.30 of the

Revised Code_and except as otherwise provided in division (B) (2)

of this section, if only one person has filed a valid

declaration of candidacy for nomination as the candidate of a
political party for the office of representative to congress and
that person withdraws as a candidate or dies at any time before
the primary election, a special election shall be held under

division (B) (1) of this section as soon as reasonably

practicable to nominate the following:

(1) That party's candidate for congress;

(2) The candidate for congress of any other major

political party under either of the following circumstances:

(a) No person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy
for nomination as that party's candidate at the primary

election.

(b) Only one person has filed a valid declaration of
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candidacy for nomination as that party's candidate at the
primary election, that person has withdrawn or died, and the

vacancy so created has not been filled.

(B)—Fhe— (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)

(2) of this section, the boards of elections of all the counties

contained in whole or in part within the congressional district

for which a special election is being held under this section

shall—as—seer—as—reasenablypractieablesr conduct the special

election on a date designated by the secretary of state and give

notice of the time and places of holding the election as
provided in section 3501.03 of the Revised Code. The election
shall be held and conducted and returns of it made as in the

case of a primary election, except that the secretary of state

shall designate the deadline to file a declaration of candidacy

or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate for the

election.

(2) If, for each nomination to be made at the special

election to be held under division (B) (1) of this section, only

one person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy or no

person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy, then no

special election shall be held. If no special election is held,

then for each nomination for which only one person has filed a

valid declaration of candidacy, the board of elections of the

most populous county of the congressional district shall certify

the person's name to the secretary of state, the secretary of

state shall issue a certificate of nomination to the person, and

the person's name shall appear on the ballot as that partv's

candidate at the general election.

(C) The state shall pay all costs of any special election

held under this section.
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Sec. 3513.312. (A) Notwithstanding section 3513.31 of the
Revised Code, if a person nominated in a primary election or
nominated by petition under section 3517.012 of the Revised Code
as a party candidate for the office of representative to
congress for election at the next general election withdraws as
such candidate prior to the ninetieth day before the day of such
general election, or dies prior to the ninetieth day before the

day of such general election, the vacancy in the party

nomination so created shall be filled by —a—special—etectionheld

in accordance with division (B) (1) of this section_as soon as

reasonably practicable.

(B) —Fhe— (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)

(2) of this section, the boards of elections of all the counties

contained in whole or in part within the congressional district

in which a vacancy occurs as described in division (A) of this

section shalls—as——seeor—as—reasorabiypracticabtesr conduct the

special election on a date designated by the secretary of state

and give notice of the time and places of holding such election
as provided in section 3501.03 of the Revised Code. Such
election shall be held and conducted and returns thereof made as

in the case of a primary election, except that the secretary of

state shall designate the deadline to file a declaration of

candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate

for the election.

(2) If only one person has filed a valid declaration of

candidacy for the special election to be held under division (B)

(1) of this section, or if no person has filed a valid

declaration of candidacy, then no special election shall be

held. If one person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy,

the board of elections of the most populous county of the

congressional district shall certify the person's name to the
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secretary of state, the secretary of state shall issue a

certificate of nomination to the person, and the person's name

shall appear on the ballot as that partv's candidate at the

general election.

(C) The state shall pay all costs of any special election

held pursuant to this section.

Section 2. That existing sections 102.02, 3513.02,
3513.30, 3513.301, and 3513.312 of the Revised Code are hereby

repealed.
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