
As Introduced

132nd General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 768

2017-2018
Representative Dever

A  B I L L

To amend sections 4765.01, 4765.11, and 4765.16 and 

to enact section 4765.53 of the Revised Code to 

require that emergency medical service personnel 

receive training for the recognition, reading, 

and proper response to a patient with a medical 

identification product.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4765.01, 4765.11, and 4765.16 be 

amended and section 4765.53 of the Revised Code be enacted to 

read as follows:

Sec. 4765.01. As used in this chapter: 

(A) "First responder" means an individual who holds a 

current, valid certificate issued under section 4765.30 of the 

Revised Code to practice as a first responder. 

(B) "Emergency medical technician-basic" or "EMT-basic" 

means an individual who holds a current, valid certificate 

issued under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code to practice as 

an emergency medical technician-basic. 

(C) "Emergency medical technician-intermediate" or "EMT-I" 
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means an individual who holds a current, valid certificate 

issued under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code to practice as 

an emergency medical technician-intermediate. 

(D) "Emergency medical technician-paramedic" or 

"paramedic" means an individual who holds a current, valid 

certificate issued under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code to 

practice as an emergency medical technician-paramedic. 

(E) "Ambulance" means any motor vehicle that is used, or 

is intended to be used, for the purpose of responding to 

emergency medical situations, transporting emergency patients, 

and administering emergency medical service to patients before, 

during, or after transportation. 

(F) "Cardiac monitoring" means a procedure used for the 

purpose of observing and documenting the rate and rhythm of a 

patient's heart by attaching electrical leads from an 

electrocardiograph monitor to certain points on the patient's 

body surface. 

(G) "Emergency medical service" means any of the services 

described in sections 4765.35, 4765.37, 4765.38, and 4765.39 of 

the Revised Code that are performed by first responders, 

emergency medical technicians-basic, emergency medical 

technicians-intermediate, and paramedics. "Emergency medical 

service" includes such services performed before or during any 

transport of a patient, including transports between hospitals 

and transports to and from helicopters. 

(H) "Emergency medical service organization" means a 

public or private organization using first responders, EMTs-

basic, EMTs-I, or paramedics, or a combination of first 

responders, EMTs-basic, EMTs-I, and paramedics, to provide 
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emergency medical services. 

(I) "Physician" means an individual who holds a current, 

valid license issued under Chapter 4731. of the Revised Code 

authorizing the practice of medicine and surgery or osteopathic 

medicine and surgery. 

(J) "Registered nurse" means an individual who holds a 

current, valid license issued under Chapter 4723. of the Revised 

Code authorizing the practice of nursing as a registered nurse. 

(K) "Volunteer" means a person who provides services 

either for no compensation or for compensation that does not 

exceed the actual expenses incurred in providing the services or 

in training to provide the services. 

(L) "Emergency medical service personnel" means first 

responders, emergency medical technicians-basic, emergency 

medical technicians-intermediate, emergency medical technicians-

paramedic, and persons who provide medical direction to such 

persons. 

(M) "Hospital" has the same meaning as in section 3727.01 

of the Revised Code. 

(N) "Trauma" or "traumatic injury" means severe damage to 

or destruction of tissue that satisfies both of the following 

conditions: 

(1) It creates a significant risk of any of the following: 

(a) Loss of life; 

(b) Loss of a limb; 

(c) Significant, permanent disfigurement; 

(d) Significant, permanent disability. 
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(2) It is caused by any of the following: 

(a) Blunt or penetrating injury; 

(b) Exposure to electromagnetic, chemical, or radioactive 

energy; 

(c) Drowning, suffocation, or strangulation; 

(d) A deficit or excess of heat. 

(O) "Trauma victim" or "trauma patient" means a person who 

has sustained a traumatic injury. 

(P) "Trauma care" means the assessment, diagnosis, 

transportation, treatment, or rehabilitation of a trauma victim 

by emergency medical service personnel or by a physician, nurse, 

physician assistant, respiratory therapist, physical therapist, 

chiropractor, occupational therapist, speech-language 

pathologist, audiologist, or psychologist licensed to practice 

as such in this state or another jurisdiction. 

(Q) "Trauma center" means all of the following: 

(1) Any hospital that is verified by the American college 

of surgeons as an adult or pediatric trauma center; 

(2) Any hospital that is operating as an adult or 

pediatric trauma center under provisional status pursuant to 

section 3727.101 of the Revised Code; 

(3) Until December 31, 2004, any hospital in this state 

that is designated by the director of health as a level II 

pediatric trauma center under section 3727.081 of the Revised 

Code; 

(4) Any hospital in another state that is licensed or 

designated under the laws of that state as capable of providing 
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specialized trauma care appropriate to the medical needs of the 

trauma patient. 

(R) "Pediatric" means involving a patient who is less than 

sixteen years of age. 

(S) "Adult" means involving a patient who is not a 

pediatric patient. 

(T) "Geriatric" means involving a patient who is at least 

seventy years old or exhibits significant anatomical or 

physiological characteristics associated with advanced aging. 

(U) "Air medical organization" means an organization that 

provides emergency medical services, or transports emergency 

victims, by means of fixed or rotary wing aircraft. 

(V) "Emergency care" and "emergency facility" have the 

same meanings as in section 3727.01 of the Revised Code. 

(W) "Stabilize," except as it is used in division (B) of 

section 4765.35 of the Revised Code with respect to the manual 

stabilization of fractures, has the same meaning as in section 

1753.28 of the Revised Code. 

(X) "Transfer" has the same meaning as in section 1753.28 

of the Revised Code. 

(Y) "Firefighter" means any member of a fire department as 

defined in section 742.01 of the Revised Code. 

(Z) "Volunteer firefighter" has the same meaning as in 

section 146.01 of the Revised Code. 

(AA) "Part-time paid firefighter" means a person who 

provides firefighting services on less than a full-time basis, 

is routinely scheduled to be present on site at a fire station 
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or other designated location for purposes of responding to a 

fire or other emergency, and receives more than nominal 

compensation for the provision of firefighting services. 

(BB) "Physician assistant" means an individual who holds a 

valid license to practice as a physician assistant issued under 

Chapter 4730. of the Revised Code.

(CC) "Medical identification product" means a tag or 

emblem worn by an individual as a bracelet, necklace, chain, or 

other piece of jewelry that notes the individual's critical 

health informatio  n.   

Sec. 4765.11. (A) The state board of emergency medical, 

fire, and transportation services shall adopt, and may amend and 

rescind, rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 

Code and division (C) of this section that establish all of the 

following: 

(1) Procedures for its governance and the control of its 

actions and business affairs;

(2) Standards for the performance of emergency medical 

services by first responders, emergency medical technicians-

basic, emergency medical technicians-intermediate, and emergency 

medical technicians-paramedic;

(3) Application fees for certificates of accreditation, 

certificates of approval, certificates to teach, and 

certificates to practice, which shall be deposited into the 

trauma and emergency medical services fund created in section 

4513.263 of the Revised Code;

(4) Criteria for determining when the application or 

renewal fee for a certificate to practice may be waived because 

an applicant cannot afford to pay the fee;
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(5) Procedures for issuance and renewal of certificates of 

accreditation, certificates of approval, certificates to teach, 

and certificates to practice, including any procedures necessary 

to ensure that adequate notice of renewal is provided in 

accordance with division (D) of section 4765.30 of the Revised 

Code;

(6) Procedures for suspending or revoking certificates of 

accreditation, certificates of approval, certificates to teach, 

and certificates to practice;

(7) Grounds for suspension or revocation of a certificate 

to practice issued under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code and 

for taking any other disciplinary action against a first 

responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic;

(8) Procedures for taking disciplinary action against a 

first responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic;

(9) Standards for certificates of accreditation and 

certificates of approval;

(10) Qualifications for certificates to teach;

(11) Requirements for a certificate to practice;

(12) The curricula, number of hours of instruction and 

training, and instructional materials to be used in adult and 

pediatric emergency medical services training programs and adult 

and pediatric emergency medical services continuing education 

programs;

(13) Procedures for conducting courses in recognizing 

symptoms of life-threatening allergic reactions and in 

calculating proper dosage levels and administering injections of 

epinephrine to adult and pediatric patients who suffer life-
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threatening allergic reactions;

(14) Examinations for certificates to practice;

(15) Procedures for administering examinations for 

certificates to practice;

(16) Procedures for approving examinations that 

demonstrate competence to have a certificate to practice renewed 

without completing an emergency medical services continuing 

education program;

(17) Procedures for granting extensions and exemptions of 

emergency medical services continuing education requirements;

(18) Procedures for approving the additional emergency 

medical services first responders are authorized by division (C) 

of section 4765.35 of the Revised Code to perform, EMTs-basic 

are authorized by division (C) of section 4765.37 of the Revised 

Code to perform, EMTs-I are authorized by division (B)(5) (6)     of 

section 4765.38 of the Revised Code to perform, and paramedics 

are authorized by division (B)(6) (7)     of section 4765.39 of the 

Revised Code to perform;

(19) Standards and procedures for implementing the 

requirements of section 4765.06 of the Revised Code, including 

designations of the persons who are required to report 

information to the board and the types of information to be 

reported;

(20) Procedures for administering the emergency medical 

services grant program established under section 4765.07 of the 

Revised Code;

(21) Procedures consistent with Chapter 119. of the 

Revised Code for appealing decisions of the board;
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(22) Minimum qualifications and peer review and quality 

improvement requirements for persons who provide medical 

direction to emergency medical service personnel;

(23) The manner in which a patient, or a patient's parent, 

guardian, or custodian may consent to the board releasing 

identifying information about the patient under division (D) of 

section 4765.102 of the Revised Code;

(24) Circumstances under which a training program or 

continuing education program, or portion of either type of 

program, may be taught by a person who does not hold a 

certificate to teach issued under section 4765.23 of the Revised 

Code;

(25) Certification cycles for certificates issued under 

sections 4765.23 and 4765.30 of the Revised Code and 

certificates issued by the executive director of the state board 

of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services under 

section 4765.55 of the Revised Code that establish a common 

expiration date for all certificates;

(26) Procedures for identifying, reading, and responding 

to information noted on a patient's medical identification 

product.

(B) The board may adopt, and may amend and rescind, rules 

in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code and division 

(C) of this section that establish the following:

(1) Specifications of information that may be collected 

under the trauma system registry and incidence reporting system 

created under section 4765.06 of the Revised Code;

(2) Standards and procedures for implementing any of the 

recommendations made by any committees of the board or under 
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section 4765.04 of the Revised Code;

(3) Requirements that a person must meet to receive a 

certificate to practice as a first responder pursuant to 

division (A)(2) of section 4765.30 of the Revised Code;

(4) Any other rules necessary to implement this chapter.

(C) In developing and administering rules adopted under 

this chapter, the state board of emergency medical, fire, and 

transportation services shall consult with regional directors 

and regional physician advisory boards created by section 

4765.05 of the Revised Code and emphasize the special needs of 

pediatric and geriatric patients.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in this division, before 

adopting, amending, or rescinding any rule under this chapter, 

the board shall submit the proposed rule to the director of 

public safety for review. The director may review the proposed 

rule for not more than sixty days after the date it is 

submitted. If, within this sixty-day period, the director 

approves the proposed rule or does not notify the board that the 

rule is disapproved, the board may adopt, amend, or rescind the 

rule as proposed. If, within this sixty-day period, the director 

notifies the board that the proposed rule is disapproved, the 

board shall not adopt, amend, or rescind the rule as proposed 

unless at least twelve members of the board vote to adopt, 

amend, or rescind it.

This division does not apply to an emergency rule adopted 

in accordance with section 119.03 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4765.16. (A) All courses offered through an emergency 

medical services training program or an emergency medical 

services continuing education program, other than ambulance 
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driving, shall be developed under the direction of a physician 

who specializes in emergency medicine. Each course that deals 

with trauma care shall be developed in consultation with a 

physician who specializes in trauma surgery. Except as specified 

by the state board of emergency medical, fire, and 

transportation services pursuant to rules adopted under section 

4765.11 of the Revised Code, each course offered through a 

training program or continuing education program shall be taught 

by a person who holds the appropriate certificate to teach 

issued under section 4765.23 of the Revised Code. 

(B) A training program for first responders shall meet the 

standards established in rules adopted by the board under 

section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. The program shall include 

courses in both each     of the following areas for at least the 

number of hours established by the board's rules:

(1) Emergency victim care;

(2) Reading and interpreting a trauma victim's vital 

signs;

(3) Recognizing when a victim is wearing a medical 

identification product and how to read and respond to 

information noted on a medical identification product.

(C) A training program for emergency medical technicians-

basic shall meet the standards established in rules adopted by 

the board under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. The program 

shall include courses in each of the following areas for at 

least the number of hours established by the board's rules:

(1) Emergency victim care;

(2) Reading and interpreting a trauma victim's vital 

signs;
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(3) Triage protocols for adult and pediatric trauma 

victims;

(4) In-hospital training;

(5) Clinical training;

(6) Training as an ambulance driver;

(7) Recognizing when a victim is wearing a medical 

identification product and how to read and respond to 

information noted on a medical identification product.

Each operator of a training program for emergency medical 

technicians-basic shall allow any pupil in the twelfth grade in 

a secondary school who is at least seventeen years old and who 

otherwise meets the requirements for admission into such a 

training program to be admitted to and complete the program and, 

as part of the training, to ride in an ambulance with emergency 

medical technicians-basic, emergency medical technicians-

intermediate, and emergency medical technicians-paramedic. Each 

emergency medical service organization shall allow pupils 

participating in training programs to ride in an ambulance with 

emergency medical technicians-basic, advanced emergency medical 

technicians-intermediate, and emergency medical technicians-

paramedic.

(D) A training program for emergency medical technicians-

intermediate shall meet the standards established in rules 

adopted by the board under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. 

The program shall include, or require as a prerequisite, the 

training specified in division (C) of this section and courses 

in each of the following areas for at least the number of hours 

established by the board's rules:

(1) Recognizing symptoms of life-threatening allergic 
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reactions and in calculating proper dosage levels and 

administering injections of epinephrine to persons who suffer 

life-threatening allergic reactions, conducted in accordance 

with rules adopted by the board under section 4765.11 of the 

Revised Code;

(2) Venous access procedures;

(3) Cardiac monitoring and electrical interventions to 

support or correct the cardiac function.

(E) A training program for emergency medical technicians-

paramedic shall meet the standards established in rules adopted 

by the board under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. The 

program shall include, or require as a prerequisite, the 

training specified in divisions (C) and (D) of this section and 

courses in each of the following areas for at least the number 

of hours established by the board's rules:

(1) Medical terminology;

(2) Venous access procedures;

(3) Airway procedures;

(4) Patient assessment and triage;

(5) Acute cardiac care, including administration of 

parenteral injections, electrical interventions, and other 

emergency medical services;

(6) Emergency and trauma victim care beyond that required 

under division (C) of this section;

(7) Clinical training beyond that required under division 

(C) of this section.

(F) A continuing education program for first responders, 
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EMTs-basic, EMTs-I, or paramedics shall meet the standards 

established in rules adopted by the board under section 4765.11 

of the Revised Code. A continuing education program shall 

include instruction and training in subjects established by the 

board's rules for at least the number of hours established by 

the board's rules.

Sec. 4765.53.   Before performing any emergency medical   

service described in section 4765.35, 4765.37, 4765.38, or 

4765.39 of the Revised Code, a first responder, emergency 

medical technician-basic, emergency medical technician-

intermediate, or emergency medical technician-paramedic shall 

identify whether the patient who will receive the service is 

wearing a medical identification product. When a medical 

identification product is identified, a first responder, EMT-

basic, EMT-I, or paramedic shall take appropriate action based 

on the information noted on the patient's medical identification 

product and the procedures adopted by the state board of 

emergency medical, fire, and transportation services under 

section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

Section 2. That existing sections 4765.01, 4765.11, and 

4765.16 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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