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134th General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 412

2021-2022
Representatives Stoltzfus, Roemer

Cosponsors: Representatives Jordan, Hall, Hillyer, Riedel, Seitz

A  B I L L

To amend sections 5705.341, 5715.19, 5717.01, 

5717.011, and 5717.02 of the Revised Code  to 

require mailing addresses to which certain tax 

complaints and appeals are filed to be published 

online.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 5705.341, 5715.19, 5717.01, 

5717.011, and 5717.02 of the Revised Code be amended to read as 

follows:

Sec. 5705.341. Any person required to pay taxes on real, 

public utility, or tangible personal property in any taxing 

district or other political subdivision of this state may appeal 

to the board of tax appeals from the action of the county budget 

commission of any county which relates to the fixing of uniform 

rates of taxation and the rate necessary to be levied by each 

taxing authority within a subdivision, taxing unit, library 

district, or association library district and which action has 

been certified by the county budget commission to the taxing 

authority of any political subdivision or other taxing district 
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within the county. 

Such appeal shall be in writing and shall set forth the 

tax rate complained of and the reason that such a tax rate is 

not necessary to produce the revenue needed by the taxing 

district or political subdivision for the ensuing fiscal year as 

those needs are set out in the tax budget of said taxing unit 

or, if adoption of a tax budget was waived under section 

5705.281 of the Revised Code, as set out in such other 

information the district or subdivision was required to provide 

under that section, or that the action of the budget commission 

appealed from does not otherwise comply with sections 5705.01 to 

5705.47 of the Revised Code. The 

The notice of appeal shall be filed with the board of tax 

appeals, and a true copy thereof shall be filed with the tax 

commissioner, the county auditor, and with the fiscal officer of 

each taxing district or political subdivision authorized to levy 

the tax complained of, and such notice of appeal and copies 

thereof must be filed within thirty days after the budget 

commission has certified its action as provided by section 

5705.34 of the Revised Code. Such notice of appeal and the 

copies thereof may be filed either in person or by certified 

mail. If filed by certified mail, the date of the United States 

postmark placed on the sender's receipt by the postal employee 

to whom the notice of appeal is presented shall be treated as 

the date of filing.

The board of tax appeals shall publish on its web site the 

address to which notices of appeal are filed with the board by 

certified mail. Upon receipt of a notice of appeal, the board of 

tax appeals shall provide written notice, electronically or by 

mail, to the appellant stating that the appeal has been received 
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by the board. The board of tax appeals shall accept a notice of 

appeal filed more than thirty days after the budget commission 

has certified its action under section 5705.34 of the Revised 

Code if the appeal was sent by certified mail before such 

deadline to an incorrect address published on the board's web 

site.

Prior to filing the appeal provided by this section, the 

appellant shall deposit with the county auditor of the county 

or, in the event the appeal concerns joint taxing districts in 

two or more counties, with the county auditor of the county with 

the greatest valuation of taxable property the sum of five 

hundred dollars to cover the costs of the proceeding. The county 

auditor shall forthwith issue a pay-in order and pay such money 

into the county treasury to the credit of the general fund. The 

appellant shall produce the receipt of the county treasurer for 

such deposit and shall file such receipt with the notice of 

appeal.

The board of tax appeals shall forthwith consider the 

matter presented on appeal from the action of the county budget 

commission and may modify any action of the commission with 

reference to the fixing of tax rates, to the end that no tax 

rate shall be levied above that necessary to produce the revenue 

needed by the taxing district or political subdivision for the 

ensuing fiscal year and to the end that the action of the budget 

commission appealed from shall otherwise be in conformity with 

sections 5705.01 to 5705.47 of the Revised Code. The findings of 

the board of tax appeals shall be substituted for the findings 

of the budget commission and shall be sent to the county auditor 

and the taxing authority of the taxing district or political 

subdivision affected as the action of such budget commission 

under sections 5705.01 to 5705.47 of the Revised Code and to the 
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tax commissioner. At the request of an appellant, the findings 

of the board of tax appeals shall be sent by certified mail at 

the appellant's expense.

The board of tax appeals shall promptly prepare a cost 

bill listing the expenses incurred by the board in conducting 

any hearing on the appeal and certify the cost bill to the 

county auditor of the county receiving the deposit for costs, 

who shall forthwith draw a warrant on the general fund of the 

county in favor of the person or persons named in the bill of 

costs certified by the board of tax appeals.

In the event the appellant prevails, the board of tax 

appeals promptly shall direct the county auditor to refund the 

deposit to the appellant and the costs shall be taxed to the 

taxing district or political subdivision involved in the appeal. 

The county auditor shall withhold from any funds then or 

thereafter in the auditor's possession belonging to the taxing 

district or political subdivision named in the order of the 

board of tax appeals and shall reimburse the general fund of the 

county.

If the appellant fails, the costs shall be deducted from 

the deposit provided for in this section and any balance which 

remains shall be refunded promptly to the appellant by warrant 

of the county auditor drawn on the general fund of the county.

Nothing in this section or any section of the Revised Code 

shall permit or require the levying of any rate of taxation, 

whether within the ten-mill limitation or whether the levy has 

been approved by the electors of a taxing district, political 

subdivision, library district, or association library district, 

or by the charter of a municipal corporation in excess of such 

ten-mill limitation, unless such rate of taxation for the 

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109



H. B. No. 412  Page 5
As Introduced

ensuing fiscal year is clearly required by a budget of the 

taxing district or political subdivision properly and lawfully 

adopted under this chapter, or by other information that must be 

provided under section 5705.281 of the Revised Code if a tax 

budget was waived.

In the event more than one appeal is filed involving the 

same taxing district or political subdivision, all such appeals 

may be consolidated by the board of tax appeals and heard at the 

same time.

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to bar or 

prohibit the tax commissioner from initiating an investigation 

or hearing on the commissioner's own motion.

The tax commissioner shall adopt and issue such orders, 

rules, and instructions, not inconsistent with law, as the 

commissioner deems necessary, as to the exercise of the powers 

and the discharge of the duties of any particular county budget 

commission, county auditor, or other officer which relate to the 

budget, the assessment of property, or the levy and collection 

of taxes. The commissioner shall cause the orders and 

instructions issued by the commissioner to be obeyed.

Sec. 5715.19. (A) As used in this section, "member" has 

the same meaning as in section 1705.01 or 1706.01 of the Revised 

Code as applicable, "internet identifier of record" has the same 

meaning as in section 9.312 of the Revised Code, and "interim 

period" means, for each county, the tax year to which section 

5715.24 of the Revised Code applies and each subsequent tax year 

until the tax year in which that section applies again. 

(1) Subject to division (A)(2) of this section, a 

complaint against any of the following determinations for the 
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current tax year shall be filed with the county auditor on or 

before the thirty-first day of March of the ensuing tax year or 

the date of closing of the collection for the first half of real 

and public utility property taxes for the current tax year, 

whichever is later: 

(a) Any classification made under section 5713.041 of the 

Revised Code; 

(b) Any determination made under section 5713.32 or 

5713.35 of the Revised Code; 

(c) Any recoupment charge levied under section 5713.35 of 

the Revised Code; 

(d) The determination of the total valuation or assessment 

of any parcel that appears on the tax list, except parcels 

assessed by the tax commissioner pursuant to section 5727.06 of 

the Revised Code; 

(e) The determination of the total valuation of any parcel 

that appears on the agricultural land tax list, except parcels 

assessed by the tax commissioner pursuant to section 5727.06 of 

the Revised Code; 

(f) Any determination made under division (A) of section 

319.302 of the Revised Code. 

If such a complaint is filed by mail or certified mail, 

the date of the United States postmark placed on the envelope or 

sender's receipt by the postal service shall be treated as the 

date of filing. A private meter postmark on an envelope is not a 

valid postmark for purposes of establishing the filing date. 

Any person owning taxable real property in the county or 

in a taxing district with territory in the county; such a 
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person's spouse; a tenant of the property owner, if the property 

is classified as to use for tax purposes as commercial or 

industrial, the lease requires the tenant to pay the entire 

amount of taxes charged against the property, and the lease 

allows, or the property owner otherwise authorizes, the tenant 

to file such a complaint with respect to the property; an 

individual who is retained by such a person or tenant and who 

holds a designation from a professional assessment organization, 

such as the institute for professionals in taxation, the 

national council of property taxation, or the international 

association of assessing officers; a public accountant who holds 

a permit under section 4701.10 of the Revised Code, a general or 

residential real estate appraiser licensed or certified under 

Chapter 4763. of the Revised Code, or a real estate broker 

licensed under Chapter 4735. of the Revised Code, who is 

retained by such a person or tenant; if the person or tenant is 

a firm, company, association, partnership, limited liability 

company, or corporation, an officer, a salaried employee, a 

partner, or a member of that person or tenant; if the person or 

tenant is a trust, a trustee of the trust; the board of county 

commissioners; the prosecuting attorney or treasurer of the 

county; the board of township trustees of any township with 

territory within the county; the board of education of any 

school district with any territory in the county; or the mayor 

or legislative authority of any municipal corporation with any 

territory in the county may file such a complaint regarding any 

such determination affecting any real property in the county, 

except that a person owning taxable real property in another 

county may file such a complaint only with regard to any such 

determination affecting real property in the county that is 

located in the same taxing district as that person's real 

property is located. The county auditor shall present to the 
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county board of revision all complaints filed with the auditor. 

Each county board of revision shall publish on its web 

site the address to which complaints are filed with the county 

auditor by mail or certified mail. Upon receipt of a complaint 

from the county auditor, the county board of revision shall 

provide written notice, electronically or by mail, to the 

complainant stating that the complaint has been received by the 

board. A county auditor shall accept a complaint filed by mail 

or certified mail after the deadline to file such complaint if 

the complaint was sent before such deadline to an incorrect 

address published on the county board of revision's web site.

(2) No person, board, or officer shall file a complaint 

against the valuation or assessment of any parcel that appears 

on the tax list if it filed a complaint against the valuation or 

assessment of that parcel for any prior tax year in the same 

interim period, unless the person, board, or officer alleges 

that the valuation or assessment should be changed due to one or 

more of the following circumstances that occurred after the tax 

lien date for the tax year for which the prior complaint was 

filed and that the circumstances were not taken into 

consideration with respect to the prior complaint: 

(a) The property was sold in an arm's length transaction, 

as described in section 5713.03 of the Revised Code; 

(b) The property lost value due to some casualty; 

(c) Substantial improvement was added to the property; 

(d) An increase or decrease of at least fifteen per cent 

in the property's occupancy has had a substantial economic 

impact on the property. 

(3) If a county board of revision, the board of tax 
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appeals, or any court dismisses a complaint filed under this 

section or section 5715.13 of the Revised Code for the reason 

that the act of filing the complaint was the unauthorized 

practice of law or the person filing the complaint was engaged 

in the unauthorized practice of law, the party affected by a 

decrease in valuation or the party's agent, or the person owning 

taxable real property in the county or in a taxing district with 

territory in the county, may refile the complaint, 

notwithstanding division (A)(2) of this section. 

(4)(a) No complaint filed under this section or section 

5715.13 of the Revised Code shall be dismissed for the reason 

that the complaint fails to accurately identify the owner of the 

property that is the subject of the complaint. 

(b) If a complaint fails to accurately identify the owner 

of the property that is the subject of the complaint, the board 

of revision shall exercise due diligence to ensure the correct 

property owner is notified as required by divisions (B) and (C) 

of this section. 

(5) Notwithstanding division (A)(2) of this section, a 

person, board, or officer may file a complaint against the 

valuation or assessment of any parcel that appears on the tax 

list if it filed a complaint against the valuation or assessment 

of that parcel for any prior tax year in the same interim period 

if the person, board, or officer withdrew the complaint before 

the complaint was heard by the board. 

(B) Within thirty days after the last date such complaints 

may be filed, the auditor shall give notice of each complaint in 

which the stated amount of overvaluation, undervaluation, 

discriminatory valuation, illegal valuation, or incorrect 

determination is at least seventeen thousand five hundred 
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dollars to each property owner whose property is the subject of 

the complaint, if the complaint was not filed by the owner or 

the owner's spouse, and to each board of education whose school 

district may be affected by the complaint. Within thirty days 

after receiving such notice, a board of education; a property 

owner; the owner's spouse; a tenant of the owner, if that tenant 

would be eligible to file a complaint under division (A) of this 

section with respect to the property; an individual who is 

retained by such an owner or tenant and who holds a designation 

from a professional assessment organization, such as the 

institute for professionals in taxation, the national council of 

property taxation, or the international association of assessing 

officers; a public accountant who holds a permit under section 

4701.10 of the Revised Code, a general or residential real 

estate appraiser licensed or certified under Chapter 4763. of 

the Revised Code, or a real estate broker licensed under Chapter 

4735. of the Revised Code, who is retained by such an owner or 

tenant; or, if the owner or tenant is a firm, company, 

association, partnership, limited liability company, 

corporation, or trust, an officer, a salaried employee, a 

partner, a member, or trustee of that owner or tenant, may file 

a complaint in support of or objecting to the amount of alleged 

overvaluation, undervaluation, discriminatory valuation, illegal 

valuation, or incorrect determination stated in a previously 

filed complaint or objecting to the current valuation. Upon the 

filing of a complaint under this division, the board of 

education, property owner, or tenant shall be made a party to 

the action. 

(C) Each board of revision shall notify any complainant 

and also the property owner, if the property owner's address is 

known, when a complaint is filed by one other than the property 
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owner, not less than ten days prior to the hearing, either by 

certified mail or, if the board has record of an internet 

identifier of record associated with the owner, by ordinary mail 

and by that internet identifier of record of the time and place 

the same will be heard. The board of revision shall hear and 

render its decision on a complaint within one hundred eighty 

days after the last day a complaint may be filed with the board 

under division (A)(1) of this section or, if a complaint is 

filed within thirty days after receiving notice from the auditor 

as provided in division (B) of this section, within one hundred 

eighty days after such filing. 

(D) The determination of any such complaint shall relate 

back to the date when the lien for taxes or recoupment charges 

for the current year attached or the date as of which liability 

for such year was determined. Liability for taxes and recoupment 

charges for such year and each succeeding year until the 

complaint is finally determined and for any penalty and interest 

for nonpayment thereof within the time required by law shall be 

based upon the determination, valuation, or assessment as 

finally determined. Each complaint shall state the amount of 

overvaluation, undervaluation, discriminatory valuation, illegal 

valuation, or incorrect classification or determination upon 

which the complaint is based. The treasurer shall accept any 

amount tendered as taxes or recoupment charge upon property 

concerning which a complaint is then pending, computed upon the 

claimed valuation as set forth in the complaint. If a complaint 

filed under this section for the current year is not determined 

by the board within the time prescribed for such determination, 

the complaint and any proceedings in relation thereto shall be 

continued by the board as a valid complaint for any ensuing year 

until such complaint is finally determined by the board or upon 
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any appeal from a decision of the board. In such case, the 

original complaint shall continue in effect without further 

filing by the original taxpayer, the original taxpayer's 

assignee, or any other person or entity authorized to file a 

complaint under this section. 

(E) If a taxpayer files a complaint as to the 

classification, valuation, assessment, or any determination 

affecting the taxpayer's own property and tenders less than the 

full amount of taxes or recoupment charges as finally 

determined, an interest charge shall accrue as follows: 

(1) If the amount finally determined is less than the 

amount billed but more than the amount tendered, the taxpayer 

shall pay interest at the rate per annum prescribed by section 

5703.47 of the Revised Code, computed from the date that the 

taxes were due on the difference between the amount finally 

determined and the amount tendered. This interest charge shall 

be in lieu of any penalty or interest charge under section 

323.121 of the Revised Code unless the taxpayer failed to file a 

complaint and tender an amount as taxes or recoupment charges 

within the time required by this section, in which case section 

323.121 of the Revised Code applies. 

(2) If the amount of taxes finally determined is equal to 

or greater than the amount billed and more than the amount 

tendered, the taxpayer shall pay interest at the rate prescribed 

by section 5703.47 of the Revised Code from the date the taxes 

were due on the difference between the amount finally determined 

and the amount tendered, such interest to be in lieu of any 

interest charge but in addition to any penalty prescribed by 

section 323.121 of the Revised Code. 

(F) Upon request of a complainant, the tax commissioner 
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shall determine the common level of assessment of real property 

in the county for the year stated in the request that is not 

valued under section 5713.31 of the Revised Code, which common 

level of assessment shall be expressed as a percentage of true 

value and the common level of assessment of lands valued under 

such section, which common level of assessment shall also be 

expressed as a percentage of the current agricultural use value 

of such lands. Such determination shall be made on the basis of 

the most recent available sales ratio studies of the 

commissioner and such other factual data as the commissioner 

deems pertinent. 

(G) A complainant shall provide to the board of revision 

all information or evidence within the complainant's knowledge 

or possession that affects the real property that is the subject 

of the complaint. A complainant who fails to provide such 

information or evidence is precluded from introducing it on 

appeal to the board of tax appeals or the court of common pleas, 

except that the board of tax appeals or court may admit and 

consider the evidence if the complainant shows good cause for 

the complainant's failure to provide the information or evidence 

to the board of revision. 

(H) In case of the pendency of any proceeding in court 

based upon an alleged excessive, discriminatory, or illegal 

valuation or incorrect classification or determination, the 

taxpayer may tender to the treasurer an amount as taxes upon 

property computed upon the claimed valuation as set forth in the 

complaint to the court. The treasurer may accept the tender. If 

the tender is not accepted, no penalty shall be assessed because 

of the nonpayment of the full taxes assessed. 

Sec. 5717.01. An appeal from a decision of a county board 
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of revision may be taken to the board of tax appeals within 

thirty days after notice of the decision of the county board of 

revision is mailed as provided in division (A) of section 

5715.20 of the Revised Code. Such an appeal may be taken by the 

county auditor, the tax commissioner, or any board, legislative 

authority, public official, or taxpayer authorized by section 

5715.19 of the Revised Code to file complaints against 

valuations or assessments with the auditor. Such 

Such appeal shall be taken by the filing of a notice of 

appeal, in person or by certified mail, express mail, facsimile 

transmission, electronic transmission, or by authorized delivery 

service, with the board of tax appeals and with the county board 

of revision. If notice of appeal is filed by certified mail, 

express mail, or authorized delivery service as provided in 

section 5703.056 of the Revised Code, the date of the United 

States postmark placed on the sender's receipt by the postal 

service or the date of receipt recorded by the authorized 

delivery service shall be treated as the date of filing. If 

notice of appeal is filed by facsimile transmission or 

electronic transmission, the date and time the notice is 

received by the board shall be the date and time reflected on a 

timestamp provided by the board's electronic system, and the 

appeal shall be considered filed with the board on the date 

reflected on that timestamp. Any timestamp provided by another 

computer system or electronic submission device shall not affect 

the time and date the notice is received by the board. Upon 

The board of tax appeals and each county board of revision 

shall publish on its web site the address to which notices of 

appeal are filed with the respective board by certified mail, 

express mail, or authorized delivery service, as provided in 

section 5703.056 of the Revised Code. Upon receipt of a notice 
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of appeal, the board of tax appeals and the county board of 

revision shall each provide written notice, electronically or by 

mail, to the appellant stating that the appeal has been received 

by the respective board. The board of tax appeals and the county 

board of revision shall accept a notice of appeal filed more 

than thirty days after notice of the decision of the county 

board of revision is mailed under division (A) of section 

5715.20 of the Revised Code if the appeal was sent by certified 

mail, express mail, or authorized delivery service before such 

deadline to an incorrect address published on the respective 

board's web site.

Upon receipt of such notice of appeal such county board of 

revision shall notify all persons thereof who were parties to 

the proceeding before such county board of revision by either 

certified mail or, if the board has record of an internet 

identifier of record associated with such a person, by ordinary 

mail and by that internet identifier of record, and shall file 

proof of such notice or, in the case of ordinary mail, an 

affidavit attesting that the board sent the notice with the 

board of tax appeals. The county board of revision shall 

thereupon certify to the board of tax appeals a transcript of 

the record of the proceedings of the county board of revision 

pertaining to the original complaint, and all evidence offered 

in connection therewith. Such appeal may be heard by the board 

of tax appeals at its offices in Columbus or in the county where 

the property is listed for taxation, or the board of tax appeals 

may cause its examiners to conduct such hearing and to report to 

it their findings for affirmation or rejection. An appeal may 

proceed pursuant to section 5703.021 of the Revised Code on the 

small claims docket if the appeal qualifies under that section.

The board of tax appeals may order the appeal to be heard 
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on the record and the evidence certified to it by the county 

board of revision, or it may order the hearing of additional 

evidence, and it may make such investigation concerning the 

appeal as it deems proper.

As used in this section, "internet identifier of record" 

has the same meaning as in section 9.312 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 5717.011. (A) As used in this chapter, "tax 

administrator" has the same meaning as in section 718.01 of the 

Revised Code.

(B) Appeals from a final determination of a local board of 

tax review created under section 718.11 of the Revised Code may 

be taken by the taxpayer or the tax administrator to the board 

of tax appeals or may be taken by the taxpayer or the tax 

administrator to a court of common pleas as otherwise provided 

by law. If the taxpayer or the tax administrator elects to make 

an appeal to the board of tax appeals or court of common pleas, 

and subject to section 5703.021 of the Revised Code with respect 

to appeals assigned to the small claims docket, the appeal shall 

be taken by the filing of a notice of appeal with the board of 

tax appeals or court of common pleas, the local board of tax 

review, and the opposing party. The notice of appeal shall be 

filed within sixty days after the day the appellant receives 

notice of the final determination issued under section 718.11 of 

the Revised Code. An appeal filed with a court of common pleas 

is governed by the Rules of Civil Procedure and other rules of 

practice and procedure applicable to civil actions. For 

For an appeal filed with the board of tax appeals, the 

notice of appeal may be filed in person or by certified mail, 

express mail, facsimile transmission, electronic transmission, 

or by authorized delivery service as provided in section 
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5703.056 of the Revised Code. If the notice of appeal is filed 

by certified mail, express mail, or authorized delivery service 

as provided in section 5703.056 of the Revised Code, the date of 

the United States postmark placed on the sender's receipt by the 

postal service or the date of receipt recorded by the authorized 

delivery service shall be treated as the date of filing with the 

board. If notice of appeal is filed by facsimile transmission or 

electronic transmission, the date and time the notice is 

received by the board shall be the date and time reflected on a 

timestamp provided by the board's electronic system, and the 

appeal shall be considered filed with the board on the date 

reflected on that timestamp. Any timestamp provided by another 

computer system or electronic submission device shall not affect 

the time and date the notice is received by the board. The 

notice of appeal shall have attached thereto and incorporated 

therein by reference a true copy of the final determination 

issued under section 718.11 of the Revised Code, but failure to 

attach a copy of such notice and incorporate it by reference in 

the notice of appeal does not invalidate the appeal.

The board of tax appeals shall publish on its web site the 

address to which notices of appeal are filed with the board by 

certified mail, express mail, or authorized delivery service, as 

provided in section 5703.056 of the Revised Code. Upon receipt 

of a notice of appeal, the board of tax appeals shall provide 

written notice, electronically or by mail, to the appellant 

stating that the appeal has been received by the board. The 

board of tax appeals shall accept a notice of appeal filed more 

than sixty days after the day the appellant receives notice of 

the final determination issued under section 718.11 of the 

Revised Code if the appeal was sent by certified mail, express 

mail, or authorized delivery service before such deadline to an 
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incorrect address published on the board's web site.

(C) A notice of appeal for an appeal filed with the board 

of tax appeals shall contain a short and plain statement of the 

claimed errors in the final determination of the local board of 

tax review showing that the appellant is entitled to relief and 

a demand for the relief to which the appellant claims to be 

entitled. An appellant may amend the notice of appeal once as a 

matter of course within sixty days after the certification of 

the transcript. Otherwise, an appellant may amend the notice of 

appeal only after receiving leave of the board or the written 

consent of each adverse party. Leave of the board shall be 

freely given when justice so requires.

(D) Upon the filing of a notice of appeal with the board 

of tax appeals, the local board of tax review shall certify to 

the board of tax appeals a transcript of the record of the 

proceedings before it, together with all evidence considered by 

it in connection therewith. Such appeals may be heard by the 

board at its office in Columbus or in the county where the 

appellant resides, or it may cause its examiners to conduct such 

hearings and to report to it their findings for affirmation or 

rejection. The board may order the appeal to be heard upon the 

record and the evidence certified to it by the tax 

administrator, but upon the application of any interested party 

the board shall order the hearing of additional evidence, and 

the board may make such investigation concerning the appeal as 

it considers proper. An appeal may proceed pursuant to section 

5703.021 of the Revised Code on the small claims docket if the 

appeals qualifies under that section.

(E) If an issue being appealed under this section is 

addressed in a municipal corporation's ordinance or regulation, 
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the tax administrator, upon the request of the board of tax 

appeals, shall provide a copy of the ordinance or regulation to 

the board of tax appeals.

Sec. 5717.02. (A) Except as otherwise provided by law, 

appeals from final determinations by the tax commissioner of any 

preliminary, amended, or final tax assessments, reassessments, 

valuations, determinations, findings, computations, or orders 

made by the commissioner may be taken to the board of tax 

appeals by the taxpayer, by the person to whom notice of the tax 

assessment, reassessment, valuation, determination, finding, 

computation, or order by the commissioner is required by law to 

be given, by the director of budget and management if the 

revenues affected by that decision would accrue primarily to the 

state treasury, or by the county auditors of the counties to the 

undivided general tax funds of which the revenues affected by 

that decision would primarily accrue. Appeals from the 

redetermination by the director of development services under 

division (B) of section 5709.64 or division (A) of section 

5709.66 of the Revised Code may be taken to the board of tax 

appeals by the enterprise to which notice of the redetermination 

is required by law to be given. Appeals from a decision of the 

tax commissioner or county auditor concerning an application for 

a property tax exemption may be taken to the board of tax 

appeals by the applicant or by a school district that filed a 

statement concerning that application under division (C) of 

section 5715.27 of the Revised Code. Appeals from a 

redetermination by the director of job and family services under 

section 5733.42 of the Revised Code may be taken by the person 

to which the notice of the redetermination is required by law to 

be given under that section. 

(B) The appeals shall be taken by the filing of a notice 
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of appeal with the board, and with the tax commissioner if the 

tax commissioner's action is the subject of the appeal, with the 

county auditor if the county auditor's action is the subject of 

the appeal, with the director of development services if that 

director's action is the subject of the appeal, or with the 

director of job and family services if that director's action is 

the subject of the appeal. The notice of appeal shall be filed 

within sixty days after service of the notice of the tax 

assessment, reassessment, valuation, determination, finding, 

computation, or order by the commissioner, property tax 

exemption determination by the commissioner or the county 

auditor, or redetermination by the director has been given as 

provided in section 5703.37, 5709.64, 5709.66, or 5733.42 of the 

Revised Code. The 

The notice of appeal may be filed in person or by 

certified mail, express mail, facsimile transmission, electronic 

transmission or by authorized delivery service. If the notice of 

appeal is filed by certified mail, express mail, or authorized 

delivery service as provided in section 5703.056 of the Revised 

Code, the date of the United States postmark placed on the 

sender's receipt by the postal service or the date of receipt 

recorded by the authorized delivery service shall be treated as 

the date of filing. If notice of appeal is filed by facsimile 

transmission or electronic transmission, the date and time the 

notice is received by the board shall be the date and time 

reflected on a timestamp provided by the board's electronic 

system, and the appeal shall be considered filed with the board 

on the date reflected on that timestamp. Any timestamp provided 

by another computer system or electronic submission device shall 

not affect the time and date the notice is received by the 

board. The notice of appeal shall have attached to it and 
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incorporated in it by reference a true copy of the notice sent 

by the commissioner, county auditor, or director to the 

taxpayer, enterprise, or other person of the final determination 

or redetermination complained of, but failure to attach a copy 

of that notice and to incorporate it by reference in the notice 

of appeal does not invalidate the appeal.

The board of tax appeals shall publish on its web site the 

address to which notices of appeal are filed with the board by 

certified mail, express mail, or authorized delivery service, as 

provided in section 5703.056 of the Revised Code. Upon receipt 

of a notice of appeal, the board of tax appeals shall provide 

written notice, electronically or by mail, to the appellant 

stating that the appeal has been received by the board. The 

board of tax appeals shall accept a notice of appeal filed more 

than sixty days after service of the notice of the tax 

assessment, reassessment, valuation, determination, finding, 

computation, or order by the commissioner, property tax 

exemption determination by the commissioner or the county 

auditor, or redetermination by the director has been given, as 

provided in section 5703.37, 5709.64, 5709.66, or 5733.42 of the 

Revised Code, if the appeal was sent by certified mail, express 

mail, or authorized delivery service before such deadline to an 

incorrect address published on the board's web site.

(C) A notice of appeal shall contain a short and plain 

statement of the claimed errors in the determination or 

redetermination of the tax commissioner, county auditor, or 

director showing that the appellant is entitled to relief and a 

demand for the relief to which the appellant claims to be 

entitled. An appellant may amend the notice of appeal once as a 

matter of course within sixty days after the certification of 

the transcript. Otherwise, an appellant may amend the notice of 
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appeal only after receiving leave of the board or the written 

consent of each adverse party. Leave of the board shall be 

freely given when justice so requires.

(D) Upon the filing of a notice of appeal, the tax 

commissioner, county auditor, or the director, as appropriate, 

shall certify to the board a transcript of the record of the 

proceedings before the commissioner, auditor, or director, 

together with all evidence considered by the commissioner, 

auditor, or director in connection with the proceedings. Those 

appeals or applications may be heard by the board at its office 

in Columbus or in the county where the appellant resides, or it 

may cause its examiners to conduct the hearings and to report to 

it their findings for affirmation or rejection.

(E) The board may order the appeal to be heard upon the 

record and the evidence certified to it by the commissioner, 

county auditor, or director, but upon the application of any 

interested party the board shall order the hearing of additional 

evidence, and it may make an investigation concerning the appeal 

that it considers proper. An appeal may proceed pursuant to 

section 5703.021 of the Revised Code on the small claims docket 

if the appeal qualifies under that section.

Section 2. That existing sections 5705.341, 5715.19, 

5717.01, 5717.011, and 5717.02 of the Revised Code are hereby 

repealed.
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