Senate Bill No. 465—Committee on Finance

CHAPTER..........

AN ACT relating to livestock; increasing the minimum and
maximum rates at which an owner of livestock must pay for
certain annual special taxes imposed on livestock;
authorizing the State Department of Agriculture to assess the
special tax within a certain period after the date on which the
taxes were due; increasing the amount of the penalty for
failure to pay the special tax; revising the circumstances
under which the Department may waive the penalty or any
interest owed for failure to pay the special tax; and providing
other matters properly relating thereto.

Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

Under existing law, each owner of livestock is required to pay an annual special
tax on livestock. The State Department of Agriculture is required to fix the amount
of the tax based on each head of stock cattle, dairy cattle, horses, mules, burros,
asses, hogs, pigs and goats owned by the owner of livestock. Existing law also: (1)
sets forth the maximum rates that the Department may set for each head of
livestock; and (2) sets the minimum amount of the tax that an owner of livestock
must pay each year at $5. (NRS 571.035) Section 1 of this bill increases the
maximum rate the Department may set for stock cattle, dairy cattle, hogs, pigs and
goats and increases the minimum amount of the tax to $10 each year.

Under existing law, any person who fails to pay the special tax on livestock is
required to pay, in addition to the tax, a penalty of not more than 10 percent of the
amount of the tax that is owed, plus interest at the rate of 1.5 percent per month or
fraction of a month from the date the tax was due until the date of payment. The
Department may waive or reduce the payment of the interest or penalty for good
cause shown. (NRS 575.205) Section 2 of this bill: (1) authorizes the Department,
if the Department determines that an owner of livestock was not assessed the tax
for any year in which the tax became due, to assess the tax at any time within 5
years after the date on which the tax was due; (2) authorizes the Department to
waive or reduce the payment of the interest or penalty if the Department finds
extenuating circumstances sufficient to justify the waiver or reduction; and (3)
prohibits the Department from providing certain services to an owner of livestock
who is delinquent in the payment of the tax.

EXPLANATION — Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets fomitted-material} is material to be omitted.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. NRS 571.035 is hereby amended to read as follows:
571.035 1. Upon approval of the report of owners of
livestock and sheep pursuant to NRS 575.180, the Department shall
fix the amount of the annual special tax on each head of the
following specified classes of livestock, which, except as otherwise




2

provided in subsection 3, must not exceed the following rates per
head for each class:

Class Rate per head
StOCK CAtIE ..veevviveceieeeceeceeceeeee e 156281 $0.50
Dairy Cattle ....cveevveeeieriecieeieeie e 1534.60
HOTSES ..ttt e e e e e e 75
IMIULES ... 75
BUITOS OF @SSES...uuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e ettt e eeeeeivrree e e e e 75
Hogs and Pigs .....coovveeeiieiiiieeiie et +O67} .30
GOALS ...ttt ettt 1061.10

2. Asused in subsection 1:

(a) “Dairy cattle” are bulls, cows and heifers of the dairy breeds
that are more than 6 months old.

(b) “Stock cattle” are:

(1) Steers of any breed and other weaned calves of the beef
breeds that are more than 6 months old; and
(2) Bulls, cows and older heifers of the beef breeds.

(c) The classes consisting of horses, mules, and burros and asses
exclude animals that are less than 1 year old.

3. The minimum special tax due annually pursuant to this
section from each owner of livestock is {$5-} $10.

4. Upon the receipt of payment of the special tax and the report
thereof by the State Controller, the Department shall credit the
amount of the tax as paid on its records.

5. The special taxes paid by an owner of livestock, when
transmitted to the State Treasurer, must be deposited in the
Livestock Inspection Account.

Sec. 2. NRS 575.205 is hereby amended to read as follows:

575.205 1. If the Department determines that an owner of
livestock was not assessed the tax required pursuant to NRS
571.035 in any year in which the tax became due, the Department
may assess the tax at any time within 5 years after the date on
which the tax became due.

2. Except as otherwise provided in subsection {25} 3, any
person who fails to pay the tax levied by the Department pursuant to
NRS 571.035, within the time required, shall pay , in addition to the
tax, a penalty tefnot-mere—than—16} equal to 20 percent of the
amount of the tax that is owed |—in-additiente} for each year the
person fails to pay the tax, plus interest at the rate of 1.5 percent per




—3-

month, or fraction of a month, from the date the tax was due until
the date of payment.

2} 3. The Department may |forsood-causeshown;} waive or
reduce the payment of the interest or penalty, or both, that is
required to be paid pursuant to subsection H-} 2, if the Department
finds extenuating circumstances sufficient to justify the waiver or
reduction. The Department shall, upon the request of any person,
disclose:

(a) The name of the person whose interest or penalty was
waived or reduced; and

(b) The amount so waived or the amount of the reduction.

B} 4. All taxes levied by the Department on livestock pursuant
to NRS 571.035, and all penalties and interest accrued thereon,
constitute a lien upon the livestock until paid.

5. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 575.230, the
Department shall not provide inspection or other services to an
owner of livestock who is delinquent in the payment of the tax
levied by the Department pursuant to NRS 571.035.

Sec. 3. This act becomes effective on July 1, 2013.
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