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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 365–ASSEMBLYWOMEN DIAZ AND FLORES 

 
MARCH 18, 2013 
____________ 

 
Referred to Committee on Judiciary 

 
SUMMARY—Revises certain provisions relating to court 

interpreters. (BDR 1-483) 
 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: May have Fiscal Impact. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to interpreters; revising certain provisions relating 

to court interpreters; requiring that interpreters be 
appointed in judicial proceedings where a person with a 
language barrier is a witness, defendant or litigant; 
requiring that an interpreter be provided upon the arrest of 
a person with a language barrier before any interrogation 
or the taking of a statement; and providing other matters 
properly relating thereto.  

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law requires the Court Administrator to adopt regulations which, 1 
subject to the availability of funding, establish a program for the certification of 2 
court interpreters. (NRS 1.510) Sections 1 and 2 of this bill require the Court 3 
Administrator to adopt regulations which, subject to the availability of funding, 4 
establish criteria and procedures for the appointment of alternate court interpreters 5 
under certain circumstances. Sections 4-6, 8 and 9 of this bill require a certified 6 
court interpreter or an alternate court interpreter to be provided in various judicial 7 
proceedings for a person with a language barrier. A person with a language barrier 8 
is defined in this bill as a person who speaks a language other than English and who 9 
cannot readily understand or communicate in the English language. Section 7 of 10 
this bill revises existing law concerning the interrogation or the taking of a 11 
statement of certain persons to provide that an interpreter be made available to  12 
a person with a language barrier before any such interrogation or taking of a 13 
statement. 14 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  NRS 1.510 is hereby amended to read as follows: 1 
 1.510  1.  The Court Administrator shall, in consultation with 2 
the committee established pursuant to NRS 1.530, adopt regulations 3 
which, subject to the availability of funding,  4 
establish [a] :  5 
 (a) A program for the certification of court interpreters for 6 
persons with language barriers who are witnesses, defendants and 7 
litigants [who speak a language other than English and do not know 8 
the English language.] ; and 9 
 (b) Criteria and procedures for the appointment of alternate 10 
court interpreters for persons with language barriers who are 11 
witnesses, defendants and litigants. 12 
 2.  The regulations established pursuant to paragraph (a) of 13 
subsection 1 must set forth: 14 
 (a) The specific languages for which court interpreters may 15 
obtain certification, based upon the need for interpreters of those 16 
languages. 17 
 (b) Any examination and the qualifications which are required 18 
for: 19 
  (1) Certification; and 20 
  (2) Renewal of the certification. 21 
 (c) The circumstances under which the Court Administrator will 22 
deny, suspend or refuse to renew a certificate. 23 
 (d) The circumstances under which the Court Administrator will 24 
take disciplinary action against a certified court interpreter [.] or an 25 
alternate court interpreter. 26 
 (e) The circumstances under which a court [must require the 27 
services of] may appoint an alternate court interpreter . [who is 28 
certified.] 29 
 (f) Except as otherwise provided in NRS 50.050, the rate and 30 
source of the compensation to be paid for services provided by a 31 
certified court interpreter [.] or an alternate court interpreter. 32 
 3.  An application for a certificate as a court interpreter 33 
pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection 1 must include the social 34 
security number of the applicant. 35 
 4.  Except as otherwise provided by a specific regulation of the 36 
Court Administrator, it is grounds for disciplinary action for a 37 
certified court interpreter or an alternate court interpreter to act as 38 
interpreter in any action in which: 39 
 (a) The spouse of the court interpreter is a party; 40 
 (b) A party or witness is otherwise related to the court 41 
interpreter; 42 
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 (c) The court interpreter is biased for or against one of the 1 
parties; or 2 
 (d) The court interpreter otherwise has an interest in the 3 
outcome of the proceeding. 4 
 5.  As used in this section, “person with a language barrier” 5 
means a person who speaks a language other than English and 6 
who cannot readily understand or communicate in the English 7 
language. 8 
 Sec. 2.  NRS 1.520 is hereby amended to read as follows: 9 
 1.520  The Court Administrator may: 10 
 1.  In consultation with the committee established pursuant to 11 
NRS 1.530, adopt any regulations necessary to [carry] : 12 
 (a) Carry out a program for the certification of court 13 
interpreters. 14 
 (b) Establish criteria and procedures for the appointment of 15 
alternate court interpreters. 16 
 2.  Impose on a certified court interpreter: 17 
 (a) Any fees necessary to reimburse the Court Administrator for 18 
the cost of administering the program; and 19 
 (b) A fine for any violation of a regulation of the Court 20 
Administrator adopted pursuant to this section or NRS 1.510. 21 
 Sec. 3.  NRS 47.020 is hereby amended to read as follows: 22 
 47.020  1.  This title governs proceedings in the courts of this 23 
State and before magistrates, except: 24 
 (a) To the extent to which its provisions are relaxed by a statute 25 
or procedural rule applicable to the specific situation; and 26 
 (b) As otherwise provided in subsection 3. 27 
 2.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 1, the provisions 28 
of chapter 49 of NRS with respect to privileges apply at all stages of 29 
all proceedings. 30 
 3.  The other provisions of this title , except with respect to 31 
provisions concerning a person with a language barrier, do not 32 
apply to: 33 
 (a) Issuance of warrants for arrest, criminal summonses and 34 
search warrants. 35 
 (b) Proceedings with respect to release on bail. 36 
 (c) Sentencing, granting or revoking probation. 37 
 (d) Proceedings for extradition. 38 
 4.  As used in this section, “person with a language barrier” 39 
has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 1.510. 40 
 Sec. 4.  Chapter 50 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 41 
thereto a new section to read as follows: 42 
 1.  An interpreter must be appointed at public expense for a 43 
person with a language barrier who is a defendant or a witness in 44 
a criminal proceeding. 45 
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 2.  As used in this section: 1 
 (a) “Interpreter” means a person who: 2 
  (1) Has a certificate as an interpreter issued by the Court 3 
Administrator pursuant to NRS 1.510 and 1.520; or 4 
  (2) Is appointed as an alternate court interpreter in 5 
accordance with the criteria and procedures established pursuant 6 
to NRS 1.510 or 1.520. 7 
 (b) “Person with a language barrier” has the meaning 8 
ascribed to it in NRS 1.510. 9 
 Sec. 5.  NRS 50.054 is hereby amended to read as follows: 10 
 50.054  1.  [Except as otherwise provided by a regulation of 11 
the Court Administrator adopted pursuant to NRS 1.510 and 1.520, 12 
a person shall not act as an interpreter in a proceeding if the 13 
interpreter is: 14 
 (a) The spouse of a witness; 15 
 (b) Otherwise related to a witness; 16 
 (c) Biased for or against one of the parties; or 17 
 (d) Otherwise interested in the outcome of the proceeding. 18 
 2.] Before undertaking his or her duties, the interpreter shall 19 
swear or affirm that he or she will: 20 
 (a) To the best of his or her ability, translate accurately to the 21 
[witness,] person with a language barrier in the language of  22 
the [witness,] person, questions and statements addressed to the 23 
[witness;] person; 24 
 (b) Make a true interpretation of the statements of the [witness] 25 
person with a language barrier in an understandable manner; and 26 
 (c) Repeat the statements of the [witness] person with a 27 
language barrier in the English language to the best of his or her 28 
ability. 29 
 [3.] 2.  While in the proper performance of his or her duties, an 30 
interpreter has the same rights and privileges as the [witness,] 31 
person with a language barrier, including the right to examine all 32 
relevant material, but is not entitled to waive or exercise any of 33 
those rights or privileges on behalf of the person with a language 34 
barrier. [witness. 35 
 4.] 3.  If an interpreter appointed for a person with a 36 
language barrier is not effectively or accurately communicating 37 
with or on behalf of the person, and that fact becomes known to 38 
the person who appointed the interpreter, another interpreter must 39 
be appointed. 40 
 4.  Claims against a county, municipality, this State or any 41 
agency thereof for the compensation of an interpreter in a 42 
criminal proceeding or other proceeding for which an interpreter 43 
must be provided at public expense must be paid in the same 44 
manner as other claims against the respective entities are paid. 45 
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Payment may be made only upon the certificate of the judge, 1 
magistrate or other person presiding over the proceedings that the 2 
interpreter has performed the services required and incurred the 3 
expense claimed. 4 
 5.  If the judicial proceeding is civil in nature, the reasonable 5 
fees of an interpreter must be paid by the requesting party. 6 
 6.  As used in this section [, “interpreter”]  7 
 (a) “Interpreter” means a person who [is readily able to 8 
communicate with a person who speaks a language other than 9 
English and does not know the English language, translate the 10 
proceedings for him or her and accurately repeat and translate  11 
the statements of the person in a language other than English to the 12 
court, magistrate or other person presiding. The term does not 13 
include an interpreter for a person with a communications disability 14 
as that term is defined in NRS 50.050.] : 15 
  (1) Has a certificate as an interpreter issued by the Court 16 
Administrator pursuant to NRS 1.510 and 1.520; or 17 
  (2) Is appointed as an alternate court interpreter in 18 
accordance with the criteria and procedures established pursuant 19 
to NRS 1.510 or 1.520. 20 
 (b) “Person with a language barrier” has the meaning 21 
ascribed to it in NRS 1.510. 22 
 Sec. 6.  Chapter 62D of NRS is hereby amended by adding 23 
thereto a new section to read as follows:  24 
 1.  The juvenile court shall appoint at public expense an 25 
interpreter for a person with a language barrier in all proceedings 26 
conducted pursuant to the provisions of this title if the person with 27 
a language barrier is: 28 
 (a) The child who is alleged to be or has been adjudicated 29 
delinquent or in need of supervision; 30 
 (b) A parent or guardian of the child that is alleged to be or 31 
has been adjudicated delinquent or in need of supervision; or 32 
 (c) A person who appears as a witness. 33 
 2.  As used in this section: 34 
 (a) “Interpreter” means a person who: 35 
  (1) Has a certificate as an interpreter issued by the Court 36 
Administrator pursuant to NRS 1.510 and 1.520; or 37 
  (2) Is appointed as an alternate court interpreter in 38 
accordance with the criteria and procedures established pursuant 39 
to NRS 1.510 or 1.520. 40 
 (b) “Person with a language barrier” has the meaning 41 
ascribed to it in NRS 1.510. 42 
 Sec. 7.  NRS 171.1536 is hereby amended to read as follows: 43 
 171.1536  Upon the arrest of a person with a communications 44 
disability , as defined in NRS 50.050, or a person with a language 45 
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barrier, as defined in NRS 1.510, and before any interrogation or 1 
the taking of a statement, the peace officer in actual charge of the 2 
station, headquarters or other facility to which the person with a 3 
communications disability or person with a language barrier has 4 
been brought shall make an interpreter available at public expense to 5 
that person in accordance with the provisions of NRS 50.050 to 6 
50.053, inclusive [.] , or 50.054 and section 4 of this act, as 7 
applicable. 8 
 Sec. 8.  NRS 213.055 is hereby amended to read as follows: 9 
 213.055  An applicant or a witness at a hearing upon an 10 
application for clemency who is a person with a communications 11 
disability , as defined in NRS 50.050 , or a person with a language 12 
barrier, as defined in NRS 1.510, is entitled to the services of an 13 
interpreter at public expense in accordance with the provisions of 14 
NRS 50.050 to 50.053, inclusive [.] , or 50.054 and section 4 of this 15 
act, as applicable. The interpreter must be appointed by the 16 
Governor or a member of the Board designated by the Governor. 17 
 Sec. 9.  NRS 213.128 is hereby amended to read as follows: 18 
 213.128  A prisoner, parolee or a witness at the hearing of a 19 
case who is a person with a communications disability , as defined 20 
in NRS 50.050 , or is a person with a language barrier, as defined 21 
in NRS 1.510, is entitled to the services of an interpreter at public 22 
expense in accordance with the provisions of NRS 50.050 to 50.053, 23 
inclusive , or 50.054 and section 4 of this act, as applicable. The 24 
interpreter must be appointed by the Chair of the Board or other 25 
person who presides at the hearing. 26 
 Sec. 10.  1.  This act becomes effective on July 1, 2013. 27 
 2.  Section 1 of this act expires by limitation on the date on 28 
which the provisions of 42 U.S.C. § 666 requiring each state to 29 
establish procedures under which the state has authority to withhold 30 
or suspend, or to restrict the use of professional, occupational and 31 
recreational licenses of persons who: 32 
 (a) Have failed to comply with a subpoena or warrant relating to 33 
a proceeding to determine the paternity of a child or to establish or 34 
enforce an obligation for the support of a child; or 35 
 (b) Are in arrears in the payment for the support of one or more 36 
children, 37 

 are repealed by the Congress of the United States. 38 
 

H



 

 



 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


