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 The Senate Higher Education Committee reports favorably Senate 

Bill No. 857 with committee amendments. 

  As amended, the bill requires students enrolled in public 

institutions of higher education to receive instruction on American 

government and civic engagement.  Under the bill, beginning with the 

2022-2023 academic year, the governing board of a public institution 

of higher education will require students pursuing a degree to receive 

educational instruction on American government and civic 

engagement prior to graduation from the institution.   

 By requiring students to receive instruction on American 

government and civic engagement, public institutions of higher 

education in the State will more adequately equip individuals with the 

knowledge necessary to make informed civic decisions and ensure a 

globally-aware and socially-responsible citizenry. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 

 The committee adopted a minor technical amendment to the bill to 

correct a reference to “pursuing.” 


