
ONE HUNDRED THIRD LEGISLATURE

SECOND SESSION

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 536

Introduced by Adams, 24; Wightman, 36.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this resolution is to study the process of creating

legislative task forces, committees, and commissions. In recent years,

there has been a proliferation of legislative task forces, committees, and

commissions placed in statute. Several issues have been raised regarding

composition, function, and constitutionality of some of these entities as

an extension of the legislative branch of government.

This study shall examine the advantages and disadvantages of

creating task forces, committees, and commissions by legislation rather

than by legislative resolution. The entities to be studied shall include

task forces, committees, and commissions that have legislative members

serving on them and task forces, committees, and commissions which serve a

legislative role or function. The study shall examine, but not be limited

to, the following:

(1) The role of legislative task forces, committees, and

commissions;

(2) Unconstitutional delegation of legislative authority;

(3) The relationship between task forces, committees, and

commissions to standing committee subject matter jurisdiction; and

(4) Separation of powers concerns in terms of duties, membership,

staffing, and funding.
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This study shall also examine drafting requirements needed to make

a legislative task force, committee, or commission operate effectively,

including, but not limited to, the following:

(1) Funding, including identification of necessary costs, the

approval process for spending funds, and determination as to whether a

specific appropriation is required, even if only for travel expenses;

(2) The appointment process, including whether non-legislators

should be included, identification of appropriate appointing authority,

effective dates, reporting requirements, and study of gender and regional

balance;

(3) Leadership and staffing, including the identification of the

appropriate chairperson and how the chairperson will be selected, who will

call the first meeting, and how staffing decisions will be determined; and

(4) Final report requirements and the duration of a task force,

committee, or commission.

This study shall also address how the Legislature would implement

the findings of this study, including drafting recommended rule changes if

deemed necessary.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION:

1. That the Executive Board of the Legislative Council shall be

designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes of this

resolution.
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2. That the board shall upon the conclusion of its study make a

report of its findings, together with its recommendations, to the

Legislative Council or Legislature.
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