LB 480

LEG SLATURE OF NEBRASKA
ONE HUNDRED THI RD LEG SLATURE

FI RST SESSI ON

LEGQ SLATI VE Bl LL 480

I ntroduced by Lathrop, 12.
Read first time January 22, 2013

Commi ttee:
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A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to education; to amend section 85-1412, Revised
2 Statutes Cunul ative Supplenment, 2012; adopt the
3 Nebr aska Career Techni cal Education G ant Program Act; to
4 harnoni ze provisions; to provide an operative date; to
5 repeal the original section; and to declare an energency.

6 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Sections 1 to 7 of this act shall be known and

may be cited as the Nebraska Career Techni cal Educati on Grant Program

Act .

Sec. 2. For purposes of the Nebraska Career Techni cal

Educati on Grant Program Act:

(1) Board neans the Comunity College Board of Governors

for each conmunity coll ege area;

(2) Career technical education grant nmeans the award of a

financial grant pursuant to the act;

(3) Commi ssion shall nmean the Coordi nati ng Conmi ssion for

Post secondary Educati on;

(4) Critical industry field program neans a program t hat

trains future workers for careers in technical fields that currently

or are projected to be in high demand of skilled workers;

(5) Designated career technical education program neans a

program operated at an eligible institution in a critical industry

field program as identified by the commi ssion and the Departnent of

Labor pursuant to section 4 of this act;

(6) FEligible institution neans a community college

governed by a Community College Board of Governors or a conmunity

coll ege operated by a tribal authority in Nebraska; and

(7) Eligible student neans an individual enrolled in at

| east twelve credit hours within a twelve-nonth period and who neets

additional criteria devel oped by the conm ssion.

Sec. 3. The purposes of the Nebraska Career Techni cal
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Educati on Grant Program are to:

(1) Provide financial assistance in the form of career

techni cal education grants to attract students to specific designated

career technical education programs at comrunity coll eges in Nebraska

in order to prepare workers for careers in critical industry fields

i n Nebraska;

(2) Wrk with business and industry organizations to

identify critical industry fields in Nebraska that are in need of or

will be in need of highly skilled workers now and in the future;

(3) Provide enployers in_ Nebraska wth on-denand

availability of skilled workers and industry with a steady pipeline

of tal ent devel opnent; and

(4) Provide for cooperating wth business and industry

organi zations to fund the programnow and in the future.

Sec. 4. (1) The Nebraska Career Techni cal Education G ant

Program is created. The comm ssion shall adm nister the program To

be eligible for a career technical education grant from the program

an eligible student shall:

(a) Be enrolled in classes in a designated career

techni cal education programat an eligible institution; and

(b) Intend to work in a business or industry in a

critical industry field in Nebraska upon successful conpletion of a

designated career technical education program _at an__eligible

institution.

(2) An eligible student nmay apply annually for a grant
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fromthe program in an anmpunt of not nore than one thousand doll ars

per acadeni c year.

(3) The commission in conjunction with the Departnent of

Labor and eliqgible institutions shall identify critical industry

fields. The conmmi ssion shall by rule and reqgul ati on provide a process

for applying for grants and for granting or denying such applications

and quidelines for distribution of such grants to successful

applicants.

Sec. 5. The commission shall file an annual report wth

the Clerk of the Legislature containing information on the nunber of

career technical education grants awarded each year, details on the

desi gnat ed career techni cal education prograns taken by the grantees,

including the institutions in which the grantees are enrolled, and

profile informati on about the grantees.

Sec. 6. The Nebraska Career Technical Education G ant

Program Fund is created. The fund shall be used to carry out the

pur poses of the Nebraska Career Technical Education G ant Program

Act . The conmmission may solicit and receive donations from

i ndi vi dual s, businesses, nonprofit organizations, or other sources

for credit to the fund. Individuals, businesses, and nonprofit

organi zati ons who or which donate to the fund may request that the

comm ssion use such donated funds for specific prograns at eligible

institutions. Any nmbney in the fund avail able for investnent shall be

invested by the state investnent officer pursuant to the Nebraska

Capi tal Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds | nvestnment Act.
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Sec. 7. The conmm ssion shall adopt and promul gate rules

and regulations to carry out the Nebraska Career Techni cal Education

Grant Program Act.

Sec. 8. Section 85-1412, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl erent, 2012, is anended to read:

85-1412 The conmission shall have the follow ng
addi ti onal powers and duties:

(1) Conduct surveys and studies as may be necessary to
undertake the coordination function of the conmm ssion pursuant to
section 85-1403 and request information from governing boards and
appropriate administrators of public institutions and other
governmental agencies for research projects. Al public institutions
and governnental agencies receiving state funds shall conmply wth
reasonabl e requests for information under this subdivision. Public
institutions may conply wth such requests pursuant to section
85-1417;

(2) Recommend to the Legislature and the Governor
legislation it deens necessary or appropriate to inprove
postsecondary education in Nebraska and any other legislation it
deens appropriate to change the role and mssion provisions in
sections 85-917 to 85-966.01. The recomendations subnmitted to the
Legi sl ature shall be subnitted el ectronically;

(3) Establish any advisory conmittees as may be necessary
to undertake the coordination function of the conmi ssion pursuant to

section 85-1403 or to solicit input from affected parties such as
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students, faculty, governing boards, admnistrators of the public
institutions, administrators of the private nonprofit institutions of
postsecondary education and proprietary institutions in the state,
and community and business |eaders regarding the coordination
function of the conmm ssion;

(4) Participate in or designate an enployee or enpl oyees
to participate in any conmittee which nay be created to prepare a
coordinated plan for the delivery of educational prograns and
services in Nebraska through the tel ecomunications system

(5) Seek a close liaison with the State Board of
Education and the State Department of Education in recognition of the
need for close coordination of activities between elenmentary and
secondary education and postsecondary educati on;

(6) Administer the Integrated Postsecondary Education
Data System or other information system or systens to provide the
conmission with tinely, conprehensive, and neaningful information
pertinent to the exercise of its duties. The informati on system shall
be designed to provide conparable data on each public institution.
The commi ssion shall also administer the uniform information system
prescribed in sections 85-1421 to 85-1427 known as the Nebraska
Educational Data System Public institutions shall supply the
appropriate data for the information system or systens required by
t he conmi ssi on;

(7) Administer the Access College Early Scholarship

Program Act, the Nebraska Career Technical Education Grant Program
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Act, the Community College Aid Act, the Nebraska Opportunity G ant

Act, and the Postsecondary Institution Act;

(8) Accept and administer |oans, grants, and prograns
fromthe federal or state government and from other sources, public
and private, for carrying out any of its functions, including the
adm ni stration of privately endowed schol arship programs. Such | oans
and grants shall not be expended for any other purposes than those
for which the loans and grants were provided. The conmission shall
determne eligibility for such loans, grants, and prograns, and such
loans and grants shall not be expended unless approved by the
Gover nor;

(9) On or before Decenber 1 of each even-nunbered year,
submit to the Legislature and the Governor a report of its objectives
and activities and any new private colleges in Nebraska and the
i npl enentation of any recommendations of the commssion for the
precedi ng two cal endar years. The report subnitted to the Legislature
shal |l be submitted el ectronically;

(10) Provide staff support for interstate conpacts on
post secondary education; and

(11) Request inclusion of the conm ssion in any existing
grant review process and information system

Sec. 9. This act becones operative on July 1, 2013.

Sec. 10. Oiginal section 85-1412, Revised Statutes
Cunul ative Suppl enent, 2012, is repeal ed.

Sec. 11. Since an energency exists, this act takes effect
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