
Sixty-eighth Legislative Assembly of North Dakota 
In Regular Session Commencing Tuesday, January 3, 2023

SENATE BILL NO. 2328
(Senators Wanzek, Erbele, Klein)

(Representatives Headland, Vigesaa, Weisz)

AN ACT to create a school funding task force; and to provide for a legislative management report.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. SCHOOL FUNDING TASK FORCE - REPORT TO LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT.

1. During the 2023-24 interim, the legislative management shall establish and provide staffing 
and  administrative  services  to  a  school  funding  task  force  facilitated  by  a  nonpartisan 
leadership organization. The chair of legislative management may add additional, temporary 
nonvoting members to the task force, as deemed necessary by the task force chair, to serve 
without compensation. The task force may include public school administrators or business 
managers, public school teachers, five members of the legislative assembly appointed by the 
legislative  management,  parents  of  public  school  students,  representatives  from  the 
department  of  public  instruction,  a  representative  from  the  governor's  office,  and  a 
representative from a regional education association.

2. During the 2023-24 interim, the school funding task force shall:

a. Review litigation the state was a party to relating to school funding and the resulting 
implications for school funding models;

b. Analyze higher education funding sources to determine whether  the sources may be 
used in whole or in part for the kindergarten through grade twelve system;

c. Review school payment formulas to determine whether education costs can be equalized 
across the state;

d. Study the size, student population, and economics of school districts and the number of 
facilities within the district per square mile compared with student population;

e. Develop and study sliding-scale models within school districts based on size, student 
populations, and economics;

f. Assess the negative impacts of the current funding formula;

g. Study school funding formulas used by other states;

h. Determine the benefits of and incentives to promote school district consolidation;

i. Review school transportation costs considering location, size, and student enrollment;

j. Study high-cost student and special education student costs as those costs relate to the 
formula weighting factors; and

k. Analyze  the  cost  of  distance education,  comparing  the  costs  of  different  methods of 
instruction delivery, including synchronous as compared to asynchronous instruction.

3. The task force may:

a. Study the funding of school building maintenance and repairs considering location and 
whether buildings are located in a rural or urban area; and



S. B. NO. 2328 - PAGE 2

b. Review ending  fund balances  and  analyze  how the  current  funding  formula  impacts 
ending fund balances.

4. The task force shall  report  its findings and recommendations, together with any legislation 
necessary to implement the recommendations, to the sixty-ninth legislative assembly.
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____________________________ ____________________________
President of the Senate Speaker of the House

____________________________ ____________________________
Secretary of the Senate Chief Clerk of the House

This certifies that the within bill  originated in the Senate of the  Sixty-eighth Legislative Assembly of 
North Dakota and is known on the records of that body as Senate Bill No. 2328.

Senate Vote: Yeas 47 Nays 0 Absent  0

House Vote: Yeas 93 Nays 0 Absent  1

____________________________
Secretary of the Senate

Received by the Governor at ________M. on _____________________________________, 2023.

Approved at ________M. on __________________________________________________, 2023.

____________________________
Governor

Filed in this office this ___________day of _______________________________________, 2023,

at ________ o’clock ________M.

____________________________
Secretary of State


