
Sixty-fifth Legislative Assembly of North Dakota 
In Regular Session Commencing Tuesday, January 3, 2017

SENATE BILL NO. 2264
(Senators Bekkedahl, Laffen, D. Larson)

(Representatives Hatlestad, Howe, Sukut)

AN ACT to amend and reenact subsection 2 of section 23-01-05.5 of the North Dakota Century Code, 
relating  to  providing  notification  of  the  report  of  death  to  the  next  of  kin  or  authorized 
representative of the deceased.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 23-01-05.5 of the North Dakota Century Code 
is amended and reenacted as follows:

2. An  autopsy  report  and  any  working  papers  and  notes  relating  to  an  autopsy  report  are 
confidential and may be disclosed only as permitted by this section. The report of death is a 
public record subject to disclosure under section 44-04-18 as follows:

a. The next of kin or authorized representative requesting the report of death is responsible 
for providing to the state forensic examiner or the examiner's designee satisfactory proof 
of relationship to the deceased and contact information for notification of the report of 
death.

b. When  in  receipt  of  the  information  in  subdivision  a,  the  state  forensic  examiner, 
examiner's designee,  county coroner,  or pathologist  who performed the autopsy shall 
make a good faith effort to immediately notify the decedent's next of kin or authorized 
representative of the availability of the report of death. The notification or attempts to 
notify the next of kin or authorized representative must be recorded and must precede 
any public disclosure of the report of death.

c. The report  of  death becomes a public  record eight  days after  the report  of  death is 
finalized.
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____________________________ ____________________________
President of the Senate Speaker of the House

____________________________ ____________________________
Secretary of the Senate Chief Clerk of the House

This certifies that the within bill originated in the Senate of the Sixty-fifth Legislative Assembly of North 
Dakota and is known on the records of that body as Senate Bill No. 2264.

Senate Vote: Yeas 46 Nays 0 Absent  1

House Vote: Yeas 89 Nays 0 Absent  5

____________________________
Secretary of the Senate

Received by the Governor at ________M. on _____________________________________, 2017.

Approved at ________M. on __________________________________________________, 2017.

____________________________
Governor

Filed in this office this ___________day of _______________________________________, 2017,

at ________ o’clock ________M.

____________________________
Secretary of State


