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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 51 1 

INTRODUCED BY A. BUCKLEY 2 

 3 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 4 

MONTANA REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF PEDIATRIC COLLABORATIVE CARE; AND 5 

REQUESTING THAT THE RESULTS OF THE STUDY BE REPORTED TO THE 68TH LEGISLATURE. 6 

 7 

WHEREAS, data compiled by the American Board of Pediatrics for 2020 shows that 36 of Montana's 8 

56 counties lack a pediatrician; and 9 

WHEREAS, many Montana families must travel long distances to access pediatric care, creating 10 

disparities in care for Montana children; and 11 

WHEREAS, telemedicine has become more widely used in the delivery of a wide range of health care 12 

services; and 13 

WHEREAS, opportunities may exist to improve pediatric health care services for Montana children 14 

through collaborative practice models that use technology to deliver care. 15 

 16 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 17 

THE STATE OF MONTANA: 18 

That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an appropriate interim committee or statutory 19 

committee, pursuant to section 5-5-217, MCA, to study child health and access to pediatric care in Montana. 20 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study examine: 21 

(1) the health care needs of Montana children, including the need for specialty care; 22 

(2) the availability of pediatric care and pediatric subspecialty care, including pediatric psychiatric 23 

care, and how the lack of readily available care affects children and families and their use of medical services, 24 

including emergency room services; 25 

(3) the current and potential uses of telemedicine to deliver pediatric care; and 26 

(4) health care delivery models that could improve access to pediatric care in Montana while also 27 

supporting Montana's existing pediatric care providers. 28 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study include input from appropriate stakeholders. 1 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any findings or conclusions be presented to and reviewed by an 2 

appropriate committee designated by the Legislative Council. 3 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all aspects of the study, including presentation and review 4 

requirements, be concluded prior to September 15, 2022. 5 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the final results of the study, including any findings, conclusions, 6 

comments, or recommendations of the appropriate committee, be reported to the 68th Legislature. 7 

- END - 8 


