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AN ACT IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE BILL 2; REVISING THE DEFINITION OF 

"TELEWORK"; GENERALLY REVISING SEARCH AND RESCUE FUNDING; PROVIDING THAT 

CONSERVATION LICENSE REVENUE FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE FUNDING IS A VOLUNTARY 

DONATION; PROVIDING FOR SEGREGATION OF SURCHARGES THAT WERE MANDATORY FROM 

DONATIONS; EXPANDING USE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; 

REVISING DISTRIBUTIONS OF LODGING FACILITY USE TAX PROCEEDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-18-

101, 10-3-801, 15-65-112, 17-7-502, 22-3-1004, 87-1-601, 87-2-202, AND 90-1-205, MCA; AND PROVIDING 

EFFECTIVE DATES. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

 

Section 1. Section 2-18-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-18-101. Definitions. As used in parts 1 through 3 and part 10 of this chapter, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) "Agency" means a department, board, commission, office, bureau, institution, or unit of state 

government recognized in the state budget. 

(2) "Base salary" means the base hourly pay rate annualized paid to an employee, excluding overtime 

and longevity. 

(3) "Benchmark" means a representative position in a specific occupation that is used to illustrate the 

application of the job evaluation factor used to classify the occupation. 

(4) "Blue-collar pay plan" means a strictly negotiated classification and pay plan consisting of 

unskilled or skilled labor, trades, and crafts occupations. 

(5) "Board" means the board of personnel appeals established in 2-15-1705. 

(6) "Broadband classification plan" means a job evaluation method that measures the difficulty of the 
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work and the knowledge or skills required to perform the work. 

(7) "Broadband pay plan" means a pay plan using a pay hierarchy of broad pay bands based on a 

classification plan, including market midpoint and occupational wage ranges. 

(8) "Compensation" means the annual or hourly wage or salary and includes the longevity allowance 

provided in 2-18-304 and leave and holiday benefits provided in part 6 of this chapter. 

(9) "Competencies" means sets of measurable and observable knowledge, skills, and behaviors that 

contribute to success in a position. 

(10) "Department" means the department of administration created in 2-15-1001. 

(11) (a) Except in 2-18-306, "employee" means any state employee other than an employee excepted 

under 2-18-103 or 2-18-104. 

(b) The term does not include a student intern. 

(12) "Job evaluation factor" means a measure of the complexities of the predominant duties of a 

position. 

(13) "Job sharing" means the sharing by two or more persons of a position. 

(14) "Market midpoint" means the median base salary that other employers pay to employees in 

comparable occupations as determined by the department's salary survey of the relevant labor market. 

(15) "Occupation" means a generalized family of positions having substantially similar duties and 

requiring similar qualifications, education, and experience. 

(16) "Occupational wage range" means a range of pay, including a minimum, market midpoint, and 

maximum salary, for a specific occupation that is most consistent with the pay being offered by competing 

employers for fully competent employees within that occupation. The salary for an employee may be less than 

the minimum salary. 

(17) "Pay band" means a wide salary range covering a number of different occupations. Pay bands are 

used for reporting and analysis purposes only. 

(18) "Pay progression" means a process by which an employee's compensation may be increased, 

based on documented factors determined by the department, to bring the employee's compensation to a higher 

rate within the occupational wage range of the employee. 

(19) "Permanent employee" means an employee who is designated by an agency as permanent, who 
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was hired through a competitive selection process unless excepted from the competitive process by law, and 

who has attained or is eligible to attain permanent status. 

(20) "Permanent status" means the state an employee attains after satisfactorily completing an 

appropriate probationary period. 

(21) "Personal staff" means those positions occupied by employees appointed by the elected officials 

enumerated in Article VI, section 1, of the Montana constitution or by the public service commission as a whole. 

(22) "Position" means a collection of duties and responsibilities currently assigned or delegated by 

competent authority, requiring the full-time, part-time, or intermittent employment of one person. 

(23) "Program" means a combination of planned efforts to provide a service. 

(24) "Seasonal employee" means a permanent employee who is designated by an agency as 

seasonal, who performs duties interrupted by the seasons, and who may be recalled without the loss of rights 

or benefits accrued during the preceding season. 

(25) "Short-term worker" means a person who: 

(a) may be hired by an agency without using a competitive hiring process for an hourly wage 

established by the agency; 

(b) may not work for the agency for more than 90 days in a continuous 12-month period; 

(c) is not eligible for permanent status; 

(d) may not be hired into a permanent position by the agency without a competitive selection process; 

(e) is not eligible to earn the leave and holiday benefits provided in part 6 of this chapter; and 

(f) may be discharged without cause. 

(26) "Student intern" means a person who: 

(a) has been accepted in or is currently enrolled in an accredited school, college, or university and 

may be hired by an agency in a student intern position without using a competitive selection process; 

(b) is not eligible for permanent status; 

(c) is not eligible to become a permanent employee without a competitive selection process; 

(d) must be covered by the hiring agency's workers' compensation insurance; 

(e) is not eligible to earn the leave and holiday benefits provided for in part 6 of this chapter; and 

(f) may be discharged without cause. 
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(27) (a) "Telework" means a flexible work arrangement where a designated employee may work from: 

(i) home within the state of Montana or an alternative worksite within the state of Montana 1 or more 

days a week instead of physically traveling to a central workplace; or 

(ii) an alternative worksite outside the state of Montana limited to: 

(A) employees who are mental health professionals as defined in 27-1-1101 involved in psychological 

or psychiatric evaluations and treatment; 

(B) employees engaged in providing services related to information technology as defined in 2-17-

506; or 

(C) employees who are medical professionals involved in medical evaluations and treatment; or 

(D) employees who are engaged in providing services related to economic development outside the 

state and whose work duties require the employees to reside out of state. 

(b) The office of budget and program planning must approve a designated employee's alternative 

worksite outside the state of Montana before the employee begins work. 

(28) "Temporary employee" means an employee who: 

(a) is designated as temporary by an agency for a definite period of time not to exceed 12 months; 

(b) performs duties on a temporary basis; 

(c) is not eligible for permanent status; 

(d) is terminated at the end of the employment period; and 

(e) is not eligible to become a permanent employee without a competitive selection process." 

 

Section 2. Section 10-3-801, MCA, is amended to read: 

"10-3-801. Account created for funding search and rescue operations -- rules. (1) There is an 

account in the state special revenue fund established in 17-2-102. The account must be administered by the 

disaster and emergency services division of the department exclusively for the purposes of search and rescue 

as provided in this section. The department may retain up to 5% of the money in the account to pay its costs of 

administering this section. 

(2) There must be deposited in the account: 

(a) fund transfers pursuant to 15-1-122(2)(e); 
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(b) fund transfers pursuant to 87-1-601(10). These funds may be used only as provided in 87-1-

601(10). 

(c) all money received by the department in the form of gifts, grants, reimbursements, or 

appropriations from any source intended to be used for search and rescue operations. 

(3) (a) Not less than 50% of the money in the account must be used by the department to defray 

costs of: 

(i) local search and rescue units for search and rescue missions conducted through a county sheriff's 

office at a maximum of $6,000 $50,000 for each rescue mission, regardless of the number of counties or county 

search and rescue organizations involved. To fulfill the purposes of this subsection (3)(a)(i), the department 

shall transmit reimbursement money to the county treasurer, who shall deposit the funds in a separate search 

and rescue fund accessible by the local search and rescue unit that requested the reimbursement. The county 

treasurer shall notify the reimbursed local search and rescue unit by mail when the deposit occurs. 

(ii) a county sheriff's office at a maximum of $6,000 $50,000 for each rescue mission, regardless of the 

number of counties or county search and rescue organizations involved. 

(b) The remaining money in the account may be used by the department: 

(i) to match local funds for the purchase of equipment for use by local search and rescue units at a 

maximum of $6,000 $50,000 for each unit in a calendar year. The cost-sharing match must be 35% local funds 

to 65% from the account. 

(ii) for reimbursement of expenses related to the training of search and rescue volunteers. 

(4) The department may adopt rules to implement the proper administration of the account. The rules 

may include: 

(a) a method of reimbursing local search and rescue units or a county sheriff's office, on a case-by-

case basis, for authorized search and rescue operations conducted pursuant to subsection (3)(a), including 

verification of search missions, claims procedures, and fiscal accountability, and the number and circumstances 

of search missions involving persons engaged in hunting, fishing, and trapping in a fiscal year; 

(b) methods for processing requests for equipment matching funds and training funds made pursuant 

to subsection (3)(b), including any verification and accounting necessary to ensure that the provisions of 

subsection (3)(b) are met, and determining the percentage of all search missions involving persons engaged in 
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hunting, fishing, or trapping in a fiscal year; 

(c) a system involving input from representatives of county sheriff organizations and state and local 

search and rescue organizations for assistance in verifying and processing claims for reimbursement, 

equipment, and training; and 

(d) a method for compiling and keeping current a contact list of all search and rescue units in 

Montana and in neighboring states and provinces in order to ensure collaboration, communication, and 

cooperation between the various county search and rescue units and between the department and the county 

units and dedication of a page on the department's website for posting the contact list and other relevant search 

and rescue information." 

 

Section 3. Section 10-3-801, MCA, is amended to read: 

"10-3-801. Account created for funding search and rescue operations -- rules. (1) There is an 

account in the state special revenue fund established in 17-2-102. The account must be administered by the 

disaster and emergency services division of the department exclusively for the purposes of search and rescue 

as provided in this section. The department may retain up to 5% of the money in the account to pay its costs of 

administering this section. 

(2) There must be deposited in the account: 

(a) fund transfers pursuant to 15-1-122(2)(e); 

(b) fund transfers pursuant to 87-1-601(10). These funds may be used only as provided in 87-1-

601(10). 

(c) all money received by the department in the form of gifts, grants, reimbursements, or 

appropriations from any source intended to be used for search and rescue operations. 

(3) (a) Not less than 50% of the money in the account must be used by the department to defray 

costs of: 

(i) local search and rescue units for search and rescue missions conducted through a county sheriff's 

office at a maximum of $6,000 $12,000 for each rescue mission, regardless of the number of counties or county 

search and rescue organizations involved. To fulfill the purposes of this subsection (3)(a)(i), the department 

shall transmit reimbursement money to the county treasurer, who shall deposit the funds in a separate search 
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and rescue fund accessible by the local search and rescue unit that requested the reimbursement. The county 

treasurer shall notify the reimbursed local search and rescue unit by mail when the deposit occurs. 

(ii) a county sheriff's office at a maximum of $6,000 $12,000 for each rescue mission, regardless of the 

number of counties or county search and rescue organizations involved. 

(b) The remaining money in the account may be used by the department: 

(i) to match local funds for the purchase of equipment for use by local search and rescue units at a 

maximum of $6,000 $12,000 for each unit in a calendar year. The cost-sharing match must be 35% local funds 

to 65% from the account. 

(ii) for reimbursement of expenses related to the training of search and rescue volunteers. 

(4) The department may adopt rules to implement the proper administration of the account. The rules 

may include: 

(a) a method of reimbursing local search and rescue units or a county sheriff's office, on a case-by-

case basis, for authorized search and rescue operations conducted pursuant to subsection (3)(a), including 

verification of search missions, claims procedures, and fiscal accountability, and the number and circumstances 

of search missions involving persons engaged in hunting, fishing, and trapping in a fiscal year; 

(b) methods for processing requests for equipment matching funds and training funds made pursuant 

to subsection (3)(b), including any verification and accounting necessary to ensure that the provisions of 

subsection (3)(b) are met, and determining the percentage of all search missions involving persons engaged in 

hunting, fishing, or trapping in a fiscal year; 

(c) a system involving input from representatives of county sheriff organizations and state and local 

search and rescue organizations for assistance in verifying and processing claims for reimbursement, 

equipment, and training; and 

(d) a method for compiling and keeping current a contact list of all search and rescue units in 

Montana and in neighboring states and provinces in order to ensure collaboration, communication, and 

cooperation between the various county search and rescue units and between the department and the county 

units and dedication of a page on the department's website for posting the contact list and other relevant search 

and rescue information." 
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Section 4. Section 15-65-121, MCA, is amended to read: 

"15-65-121. Distribution of tax proceeds. (1) The proceeds of the tax imposed by 15-65-111 must, 

in accordance with the provisions of 17-2-124, be deposited in an account in the state special revenue fund to 

the credit of the department. The department may spend from that account in accordance with an expenditure 

appropriation by the legislature based on an estimate of the costs of collecting and disbursing the proceeds of 

the tax. Before allocating the balance of the tax proceeds in accordance with the provisions of 17-2-124 and as 

provided in subsections (2)(a) through (2)(h) (2)(i) of this section, the department shall determine the 

expenditures by state agencies for in-state lodging for each reporting period and deduct 4% of that amount from 

the tax proceeds received each reporting period. The department shall distribute the portion of the 4% that was 

paid with federal funds to the agency that made the in-state lodging expenditure and deposit 30% of the amount 

deducted less the portion paid with federal funds in the state general fund. The amount of $400,000 each year 

must be deposited in the Montana heritage preservation and development account provided for in 22-3-1004. 

(2) The balance of the tax proceeds received each reporting period and not deducted pursuant to the 

expenditure appropriation, deposited in the state general fund, distributed to agencies that paid the tax with 

federal funds, or deposited in the heritage preservation and development account must be transferred to an 

account in the state special revenue fund to the credit of the department of commerce for tourism promotion 

and promotion of the state as a location for the production of motion pictures and television commercials, to the 

Montana historical interpretation state special revenue account, to the Montana historical society, to the 

university system, to the state-tribal economic development commission, and to the department of fish, wildlife, 

and parks, as follows: 

(a) 1% to the Montana historical society to be used for the installation or maintenance of roadside 

historical signs and historic sites; 

(b) 2.5% to the university system for the establishment and maintenance of a Montana travel research 

program; 

(c) 6.5% to the department of fish, wildlife, and parks for the maintenance of facilities in state parks 

that have both resident and nonresident use; 

(d) 1.4% to the invasive species state special revenue account established in 80-7-1004; 

(e) 63% 60.3% to be used directly by the department of commerce; 
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(f) (i) except as provided in subsection (2)(f)(ii), 22.5% to be distributed by the department to regional 

nonprofit tourism corporations in the ratio of the proceeds collected in each tourism region to the total proceeds 

collected statewide; and 

(ii) if 22.5% of the proceeds collected annually within the limits of a city, consolidated city-county, 

resort area, or resort area district exceeds $35,000, 50% of the amount available for distribution to the regional 

nonprofit tourism corporation in the region where the city, consolidated city-county, resort area, or resort area 

district is located, to be distributed to the nonprofit convention and visitors bureau in that city, consolidated city-

county, resort area, or resort area district; 

(g) 0.5% to the state special revenue account provided for in 90-1-135 for use by the state-tribal 

economic development commission established in 90-1-131 for activities in the Indian tourism region; and 

(h) 2.6% to the Montana historical interpretation state special revenue account established in 22-3-

115; and 

(i) 2.7% or $1 million, whichever is less, to the Montana heritage preservation and development 

account provided for in 22-3-1004. The Montana heritage preservation and development commission shall 

report on the use of funds received pursuant to this subsection (2)(i) to the legislative finance committee on a 

semiannual basis, in accordance with 5-11-210. 

(3) If a city, consolidated city-county, resort area, or resort area district qualifies under 15-68-

820(5)(b)(iii) or this section for funds but fails to either recognize a nonprofit convention and visitors bureau or 

submit and gain approval for an annual marketing plan as required in 15-65-122, then those funds must be 

allocated to the regional nonprofit tourism corporation in the region in which the city, consolidated city-county, 

resort area, or resort area district is located. 

(4) If a regional nonprofit tourism corporation fails to submit and gain approval for an annual 

marketing plan as required in 15-65-122, then those funds otherwise allocated to the regional nonprofit tourism 

corporation may be used by the department of commerce for tourism promotion and promotion of the state as a 

location for the production of motion pictures and television commercials. 

(5) The tax proceeds received that are transferred to a state special revenue account pursuant to 

subsections (2)(a) through (2)(c), (2)(e), and (2)(f) are statutorily appropriated to the entities as provided in 17-

7-502. 
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(6) The tax proceeds received that are transferred to the invasive species state special revenue 

account pursuant to subsection (2)(d), and to the Montana historical interpretation state special revenue 

account pursuant to subsection (2)(h), and to the Montana heritage preservation and development account 

pursuant to subsection (2)(i) are subject to appropriation by the legislature." 

 

Section 5. Section 17-7-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"17-7-502. Statutory appropriations -- definition -- requisites for validity. (1) A statutory 

appropriation is an appropriation made by permanent law that authorizes spending by a state agency without 

the need for a biennial legislative appropriation or budget amendment. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (4), to be effective, a statutory appropriation must comply with 

both of the following provisions: 

(a) The law containing the statutory authority must be listed in subsection (3). 

(b) The law or portion of the law making a statutory appropriation must specifically state that a 

statutory appropriation is made as provided in this section. 

(3) The following laws are the only laws containing statutory appropriations: 2-17-105; 5-11-120; 5-11-

407; 5-13-403; 5-13-404; 7-4-2502; 10-1-108; 10-1-1202; 10-1-1303; 10-2-603; 10-2-807; 10-3-203; 10-3-310; 

10-3-312; 10-3-314; 10-3-802; 10-3-1304; 10-4-304; 15-1-121; 15-1-218; 15-31-1004; 15-31-1005; 15-35-108; 

15-36-332; 15-37-117; 15-39-110; 15-65-121; 15-70-101; 15-70-130; 15-70-433; 16-11-119; 16-11-509; 17-3-

106; 17-3-212; 17-3-222; 17-3-241; 17-6-101; 17-7-215; 18-11-112; 19-3-319; 19-3-320; 19-6-404; 19-6-410; 

19-9-702; 19-13-604; 19-17-301; 19-18-512; 19-19-305; 19-19-506; 19-20-604; 19-20-607; 19-21-203; 20-8-

107; 20-9-534; 20-9-622; 20-9-905; 20-26-617; 20-26-1503; 22-1-327; 22-3-116; 22-3-117; 22-3-1004 ; 23-4-

105; 23-5-306; 23-5-409; 23-5-612; 23-7-301; 23-7-402; 30-10-1004; 37-43-204; 37-50-209; 37-54-113; 39-71-

503; 41-5-2011; 42-2-105; 44-4-1101; 44-12-213; 44-13-102; 50-1-115; 53-1-109; 53-6-148; 53-9-113; 53-24-

108; 53-24-206; 60-11-115; 61-3-321; 61-3-415; 67-1-309; 69-3-870; 69-4-527; 75-1-1101; 75-5-1108; 75-6-

214; 75-11-313; 75-26-308; 76-13-151; 76-13-150; 76-17-103; 76-22-109; 77-1-108; 77-2-362; 80-2-222; 80-4-

416; 80-11-518; 80-11-1006; 81-1-112; 81-1-113; 81-7-106; 81-7-123; 81-10-103; 82-11-161; 85-2-526; 85-20-

1504; 85-20-1505; [ 85-25-102]; 87-1-603; 90-1-115; 90-1-205; 90-1-504; 90-6-331; and 90-9-306. 

(4) There is a statutory appropriation to pay the principal, interest, premiums, and costs of issuing, 
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paying, and securing all bonds, notes, or other obligations, as due, that have been authorized and issued 

pursuant to the laws of Montana. Agencies that have entered into agreements authorized by the laws of 

Montana to pay the state treasurer, for deposit in accordance with 17-2-101 through 17-2-107, as determined 

by the state treasurer, an amount sufficient to pay the principal and interest as due on the bonds or notes have 

statutory appropriation authority for the payments. (In subsection (3): pursuant to sec. 10, Ch. 360, L. 1999, the 

inclusion of 19-20-604 terminates contingently when the amortization period for the teachers' retirement 

system's unfunded liability is 10 years or less; pursuant to sec. 73, Ch. 44, L. 2007, the inclusion of 19-6-410 

terminates contingently upon the death of the last recipient eligible under 19-6-709(2) for the supplemental 

benefit provided by 19-6-709; pursuant to sec. 27, Ch. 285, L. 2015, and sec. 1, Ch. 292, L. 2015, the inclusion 

of 53-9-113 terminates June 30, 2021; pursuant to sec. 6, Ch. 291, L. 2015, the inclusion of 50-1-115 

terminates June 30, 2021; pursuant to sec. 5, Ch. 383, L. 2015, the inclusion of 85-25-102 is effective on 

occurrence of contingency; pursuant to sec. 6, Ch. 423, L. 2015, the inclusion of 22-3-116 and 22-3-117 

terminates June 30, 2025; pursuant to sec. 33, Ch. 457, L. 2015, the inclusion of 20-9-905 terminates 

December 31, 2023; pursuant to sec. 12, Ch. 55, L. 2017, the inclusion of 37-54-113 terminates June 30, 2023; 

pursuant to sec. 4, Ch. 122, L. 2017, the inclusion of 10-3-1304 terminates September 30, 2025; pursuant to 

sec. 55, Ch. 151, L. 2017, the inclusion of 30-10-1004 terminates June 30, 2021; pursuant to sec. 1, Ch. 213, L. 

2017, the inclusion of 90-6-331 terminates June 30, 2027; pursuant to secs. 5, 8, Ch. 284, L. 2017, the 

inclusion of 81-1-112, 81-1-113, and 81-7-106 terminates June 30, 2023; pursuant to sec. 1, Ch. 340, L. 2017, 

the inclusion of 22-1-327 terminates July 1, 2023; pursuant to sec. 10, Ch. 374, L. 2017, the inclusion of 76-17-

103 terminates June 30, 2027; pursuant to sec. 5, Ch, 50, L. 2019, the inclusion of 37-50-209 terminates 

September 30, 2023; pursuant to sec. 1, Ch. 408, L. 2019, the inclusion of 17-7-215 terminates June 30, 2029; 

pursuant to secs. 11, 12, and 14, Ch. 343, L. 2019, the inclusion of 15-35-108 terminates June 30, 2027; 

pursuant to sec. 7, Ch. 465, L. 2019, the inclusion of 85-2-526 terminates July 1, 2023; and pursuant to sec. 5, 

Ch. 477, L. 2019, the inclusion of 10-3-802 terminates June 30, 2023.)" 

 

Section 6. Section 22-3-1004, MCA, is amended to read: 

"22-3-1004. Montana heritage preservation and development account. (1) (a) There is a 

Montana heritage preservation and development account in the state special revenue fund and in the federal 
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special revenue fund. 

(b) The Montana heritage preservation and development commission shall deposit any federal money 

that the commission obtains into the appropriate account provided for in this section. 

(2) Money deposited in the accounts must be used for: 

(a) restoration, maintenance, and operation of historic properties in Virginia City and Nevada City; and 

(b) restoring and maintaining historically significant properties in Montana that are in need of 

preservation. 

(3) The accounts are statutorily appropriated, as provided in 17-7-502, to the commission to be used 

as provided in this section. 

(4)(3) Unless otherwise prohibited by law or agreement, all interest earned on money in the accounts 

must be deposited in the state special revenue fund to the credit of the commission." 

 

Section 7. Section 87-1-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-1-601. Use of fish and game money. (1) (a) Except as provided in 87-1-290, 87-1-293, 87-1-

623, and subsections (8) and (10) of this section, all money collected or received from the sale of hunting and 

fishing licenses or permits, from the sale of seized game or hides, from damages collected for violations of the 

fish and game laws of this state, or from appropriations or received by the department from any other state 

source must be turned over to the department of revenue and placed in the state special revenue fund to the 

credit of the department. 

(b) Any money received from federal sources must be deposited in the federal special revenue fund 

to the credit of the department. 

(c) All interest earned on money from the following sources must be placed in the state special 

revenue fund to the credit of the department: 

(i) the general license account; 

(ii) the license drawing account; 

(iii) accounts established to administer the provisions of 87-1-246, 87-1-258, 87-1-605, 87-2-411, 87-2-

722, and 87-2-724; and 

(iv) money received from the sale of any other hunting and fishing license. 
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(2) Except as provided in 87-2-411, the money described in subsection (1) must be exclusively set 

apart and made available for the payment of all salaries, per diem, fees, expenses, and expenditures 

authorized to be made by the department under the terms of this title. The money described in subsection (1) 

must be spent for those purposes by the department, subject to appropriation by the legislature. 

(3) Any reference to the fish and game fund in Title 87 means fish and game money in the state 

special revenue fund and the federal special revenue fund. 

(4) Except as provided in subsections (8) and (9), all money collected or received from fines and 

forfeited bonds, except money collected or received by a justice's court, that relates to violations of state fish 

and game laws under Title 87 must be deposited by the department of revenue and credited to the department 

in a state special revenue fund account for this purpose. Out of any fine imposed by a court for the violation of 

the fish and game laws, the costs of prosecution must be paid to the county where the trial was held in any 

case in which the fine is not imposed in addition to the costs of prosecution. 

(5) (a) Except as provided in 87-1-621, section 2(3), Chapter 560, Laws of 2005, and subsection (6) 

of this section, money must be deposited in an account in the permanent fund if it is received by the department 

from: 

(i) the sale of surplus real property; 

(ii) exploration or development of oil, gas, or mineral deposits from lands acquired by the department, 

except royalties or other compensation based on production; and 

(iii) leases of interests in department real property not contemplated at the time of acquisition. 

(b) The interest derived from the account, but not the principal, may be used only for the purpose of 

operation, development, and maintenance of real property of the department and only upon appropriation by 

the legislature. If the use of money as set forth in this section would result in violation of applicable federal laws 

or state statutes specifically naming the department or money received by the department, then the use of this 

money must be limited in the manner, method, and amount to those uses that do not result in a violation. 

(6) Money received from the sale or lease of lands acquired and managed for the purposes of Title 

23, chapter 1, must be deposited in the state special revenue fund in the account established for miscellaneous 

funds received for state parks and may be used only for the purposes of Title 23, chapter 1. 

(7) Money received from the collection of license drawing applications is subject to the deposit 
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requirements of 17-6-105(6) unless the department has submitted and received approval for a modified deposit 

schedule pursuant to 17-6-105(8). 

(8) Money collected or received from fines or forfeited bonds for the violation of 77-1-801, 77-1-806, 

or rules adopted under 77-1-804 must be deposited in the state general fund. 

(9) The department of revenue shall deposit in the state general fund one-half of the money received 

from the fines imposed pursuant to Title 87, chapter 6. 

(10) (a) The department shall deposit all money received from the voluntary search and rescue 

surcharge donation in 87-2-202 in a state special revenue account to the credit of the department for search 

and rescue purposes as provided for in 10-3-801. 

(b) Upon certification by the department of reimbursement requests submitted by the department of 

military affairs for search and rescue missions involving persons engaged in hunting, fishing, or trapping, the 

department may transfer funds from the special revenue account to the search and rescue account provided for 

in 10-3-801 to reimburse counties for the costs of those missions as provided in 10-3-801. 

(c) Using funds in the department's search and rescue account that are not already committed to 

reimbursement for search and rescue missions, the department may provide matching funds to the department 

of military affairs to reimburse counties for search and rescue training and equipment costs up to the proportion 

that the number of search and rescue missions involving persons engaged in hunting, fishing, or trapping bears 

to the statewide total of search and rescue missions. 

(d) Any money deposited in the special revenue account is available for reimbursement of search and 

rescue missions and to provide matching funds to reimburse counties for search and rescue training and 

equipment costs." 

 

Section 8. Section 87-2-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-2-202. Application -- fee. (1) Except as provided in 87-2-817(2), a wildlife conservation license 

must be sold upon written application. The application must contain the applicant's name, age, [last four digits 

of the applicant's social security number,] occupation, street address of permanent residence, mailing address, 

qualifying length of time as a resident in the state of Montana, and status as a citizen of the United States or as 

an alien and must be signed by the applicant. The applicant shall present a valid Montana driver's license, a 
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Montana driver's examiner's identification card, a tribal identification card, or other identification specified by the 

department to substantiate the required information when applying for a wildlife conservation license. It is the 

applicant's burden to provide documentation establishing the applicant's identity and qualifications to purchase 

a wildlife conservation license or to receive a free wildlife conservation license pursuant to 87-2-817(2). 

(2) Hunting, fishing, or trapping licenses issued in a form determined by the department must be 

recorded according to rules that the department may prescribe. 

(3) (a) Resident wildlife conservation licenses may be purchased for a fee of $8, of which 25 cents is 

a voluntary search and rescue surcharge donation. 

(b) Nonresident wildlife conservation licenses may be purchased for a fee of $10, of which 25 cents is 

a voluntary search and rescue surcharge donation. 

(c) A person who purchases a wildlife conservation license may make a written election not to pay the 

additional search and rescue donation in subsections (3)(a) and (3)(b). If a written election is made, the 

donation may not be collected. 

[(4) The department shall keep the applicant's social security number confidential, except that the 

number may be provided to the department of public health and human services for use in administering Title 

IV-D of the Social Security Act.] 

(5) The department shall delete the applicant's social security number in any electronic database [5 

years after the date that application is made for the most recent license]. (Bracketed language terminates or is 

amended on occurrence of contingency--sec. 3, Ch. 321, L. 2001. The $2 wildlife conservation license fee 

increases in subsections (3)(a) and (3)(b) enacted by Ch. 596, L. 2003, are void on occurrence of contingency--

sec. 8, Ch. 596, L. 2003.)" 

 

Section 9. Section 90-1-205, MCA, is amended to read: 

"90-1-205. Economic development special revenue account. (1) There is an economic 

development state special revenue account. The account receives earnings from the big sky economic 

development fund as provided in 17-5-703. The money in the account may be used only as provided in this 

part. 

(2) The money in the account is statutorily appropriated, as provided in 17-7-502, to the department. 
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Of the money that is deposited in the account that is not used for administrative expenses or for other economic 

development purposes: 

(a) 75% must be allocated for distribution to local governments and tribal governments to be used for 

job creation efforts; and 

(b) 25% must be allocated for distribution to certified regional development corporations, economic 

development organizations that are located in a county that is not part of a certified regional development 

corporation, and tribal governments." 

 

Section 10. Transition. The department of fish, wildlife, and parks shall segregate search and rescue 

surcharges that were collected before [the effective date of this act] and administer the surcharges without 

regard to the amendments provided in [this act]. The department of military affairs shall submit requests for 

reimbursement from the segregated surcharges without regard to the amendments provided in [section 2(2)(b) 

and section 5]. On June 30, 2023, any of the segregated surcharges that remain unspent must be transferred to 

the general license account established in 87-1-601(1). 

 

Section 11. Effective dates. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3), [this act] is effective 

JULY 1, 2021. 

(2) [Sections 2, 7, 8, and 10] are effective March 1, 2022. 

(3) [Section 3] is effective July 1, 2023.  

 

Section 12. Termination.  [Sections 4 through 6] terminate June 30, 2027. 

- END -
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