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HOUSE BILL NO. 491
INTRODUCED BY V. COURT, K. ABBOTT, J. BACHMEIER, B. BENNETT, L. BISHOP, Z. BROWN,
P. CONNELL, R. COOK, W. CURDY, A. CURTIS, K. DUDIK, M. DUNWELL, J. ECK, J. ELLIS, D. FERN,

S. FITZPATRICK, J. FLEMING, M. FUNK, J. HAMILTON, B. HAMLETT, D. HAYMAN, T. JACOBSON,
J. KARJALA, K. KELKER, G. KIPP, J. KNOKEY, S. LAVIN, D. LOGE, R. LYNCH, K. MCCARTHY,

N. MCCONNELL, S. MORIGEAU, A. OLSEN, J. PATELIS, R. PEPPERS, Z. PERRY, G. PIERSON,

T. RICHMOND, M. RYAN, W. SALES, D. SALOMON, C. SCHREINER, R. SHAW, B. SMITH, K. SWANSON,

S. WEBBER, J. WELBORN, J. WINDY BOY, C. WOLKEN, T. WOODS, S. STEWART-PEREGOY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A PUBLIC LANDS DAY TO BE RECOGNIZED ON THE
FIRST DAY OF MARCH."

WHEREAS, Montana's wide boundaries include a bountiful collection of the most outstanding public lands
-- incomparable national parks, untouched wilderness areas, pristine rivers and streams, majestic forests, wide
open prairies, sagebrush landscapes, and wildlife refuges; and

WHEREAS, Montana recognizes that these public lands are part of our heritage and treasure; and

WHEREAS, Montana has the responsibility to safeguard these irreplaceable natural resources to ensure
their continued protection for future generations of residents and visitors; and

WHEREAS, Montana's outdoor recreation economy currently generates $5.8 billion in consumer
spending, supporting 64,000 direct jobs and producing $403 million in state and local tax revenue; and

WHEREAS, Montana has shown the ability to balance the values of recreation, preservation,
conservation, and economic productivity; and

WHEREAS, Montana has guaranteed our right to public access to our PuBLIC lands and streams,

reflecting our democratic ideals to equality while promoting good stewardship of our lands; and

WHEREAS, Montana contains our crown of the continent, Glacier National Park, and our first national
park, Yellowstone; and

WHEREAS, Montana values were born around a campfire at Madison Junction in 1870 when three men
realized that this jewel of the Yellowstone should be accessible in perpetuity and recognizing public ownership;
and

WHEREAS, Montana designates the first of March as Public Lands Day in honor of our first national park,
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which was established on March 1, 1872.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Public lands day. (1) To recognize the significant contributions that public

lands within Montana make to wildlife, recreation, the economy, and to Montanans' quality of life, March 1 is
designated as public lands day.

(2) Appropriate observation may be held by the public and in all public schools in tribute to the
importance of public lands in Montana.

(3) The governor shall issue a proclamation to call the public's attention to the importance of public lands

and to encourage celebration of public lands day.

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 1, chapter 1, part 2, and the provisions of Title 1, chapter 1, part 2, apply to [section 1].

- END -
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