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HOUSE BILL NO. 420
INTRODUCED BY SALOMON, ANKNEY, BLYTON, HERTZ, L. JONES, KEANE, MCCLAFFERTY,
MURPHY, WILLIAMS, J. POMNICHOWSKI, J. WINDY BOY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING FUNDING RECIPIENTS OF THE MONTANA FOOD
AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM; APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE TO SUPPORT AND ADMINISTER THE MONTANA FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM; AMENDING SEEHONS SECTION 80-11-901, 96-3-1662,AND-96-3-1663; MCA,
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 80-11-901, MCA, is amended to read:

"80-11-901. Montana food and agricultural development program -- definition. (1) There is a
program administered by the department to promote Montana food and agricultural development. The program
must fund fetr a network of Montana food and agricultural development centers that-were-established-before
Jantary-1+20069,and that are charged with:

(a) developing Montana's capacity to produce food and value-added agricultural products, including
farm-derived renewable energy; and

(b) providing technical assistance and other services to community-based food, agriculture, and
farm-derived renewable energy entrepreneurs.

(2) Technical assistance includes but is not limited to business assistance, product development,
marketing, nutritional analysis and labeling, education, assistance with food safety regulation compliance, training
to educate business professionals and entrepreneurs on industry dynamics and technology of specific bioproduct
industries, and evaluating existing and developing technologies.

(3) Each center must be a certified regional development corporation or a nonprofit organization that
serves at least a four-county region.

(4) As used in this section, "farm-derived renewable energy" means renewable energy produced from

products developed by farmers and ranchers, as well as entrepreneurs, using Montana farm and ranch products."
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NEW SECTION. Section 2. Appropriation. In the fiscal years beginning July 1, 2013, and July 1,
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2014, $366;0606 $165:666 $1 is appropriated each year from the general fund to the department of agriculture
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to support and administer the Montana food and agricultural development program provided for in 80-11-901.
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2013.
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