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HOUSE BILL NO. 181

INTRODUCED BY S. STEWART-PEREGOY2

BY REQUEST OF THE STATE-TRIBAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE3

4

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING STATE FUNDING FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT5

PROGRAMS SERVING ENGLISH LEARNERS; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN6

EFFECTIVE DATE."7

8

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:9

10

NEW SECTION.  Section 1.  Programs to serve English learners -- funding. (1) Public school districts11

receiving subgrants under 20 U.S.C. 6825 from the office of public instruction for the purposes of conducting12

programs serving students with limited English proficiency, as defined in 20-1-101 and referred to in 20-9-309,13

are entitled to state matching funds under this section.14

(2)  The office of public instruction shall distribute from money appropriated for this purpose by the last15

day of January a maximum amount of $1 for every dollar that the office of public instruction allocated as a16

subgrant to a public school district under 20 U.S.C. 6825 in the prior year. The office of public instruction shall17

prorate payments to districts based on the available appropriation. The money received by a school district18

must be deposited in the miscellaneous programs fund and administered as provided in 20-9-507 and may be19

expended only for programs serving students with limited English proficiency.20

(3)  A school district shall match state funds provided under this section with equal funds from local21

sources. In-kind contributions may not be used to constitute such a match. Funds must be administered by the22

school district as provided in 20-9-507.23

24

NEW SECTION.  Section 2.  Appropriation. (1) There is appropriated $500,000 from the state general25

fund to the office of public instruction for each of fiscal years 2020 and 2021 for the purposes described in [section26

1].27

(2) The legislature intends that the appropriation in subsection (1) be considered part of the ongoing base28

for the next legislative session.29

30
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NEW SECTION.  Section 3.  Notification to tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send a1

copy of [this act] to each tribal government located on the seven Montana reservations and to the Little Shell2

Chippewa tribe.3

4

NEW SECTION.  Section 4.  Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an5

integral part of Title 20, chapter 7, and the provisions of Title 20, chapter 7, apply to [section 1].6

7

COORDINATION SECTION.  Section 5.  Coordination instruction. If both House Bill No. 2 and [this8

act] are passed and approved and if House Bill No. 2 includes an appropriation for the purposes of [section 1 of9

this act], then [section 2 of this act] is void.10

11

NEW SECTION.  Section 6.  Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2019.12

- END -13
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