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To amend chapter 170, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to computer

programming education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A.  Chapter 170, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be

2 known as section 170.035, to read as follows:

170.035.  1.  In every school year after the 2017-18 school year, each school district

2 shall offer a course on computer programming to all students attending high school in its

3 district.

4 2.  Each school district shall:

5 (1)  Develop its own curriculum for the computer programming course;

6 (2)  Use a curriculum already established for a computer programming course it

7 offered before the effective date of this section; or

8 (3)  Use a curriculum for any virtual or online computer programming course

9 developed by the department of elementary and secondary education.

10 3.  The computer programming course offered under this section shall count as an

11 elective course or practical arts course for purposes of high school graduation

12 requirements.  Each student shall choose whether to count the computer programming

13 course as an elective course or practical arts course.

14 4.  Students shall not be required to complete the computer programming course

15 described under this section in order to graduate from high school.
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16 5.  The computer programming course described under this section shall be taught

17 by a teacher who holds a certificate of license to teach under section 168.021.  Any other

18 requirements related to the qualifications of the teacher or type of certificate shall be

19 determined by each school district.

20 6.  The computer programming course required to be offered by each school district

21 under this section may be taught in any of the school district’s facilities or at any location

22 approved by the school district.

23 7.  Each school district may offer the computer programming course required under

24 this section as an online course or through videoconferencing, so long as a teacher who

25 holds a certificate of license to teach under section 168.021 supervises the delivery of the

26 content to students.
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