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Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, farmers need adequate time to prepare for their upcoming growing
seasons and industrial hemp cultivation involves numerous time-sensitive planning
considerations; and

Whereas, cultivation of industrial hemp may provide a valuable economic
opportunity for farmers that begin cultivating as soon as possible; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §2231, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 320, §1, is amended to read:
§2231. Industrial hemp

1. Definition. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates,
"industrial hemp" means any variety of Cannabis sativa L. with a delta-9-
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration that does not exceed 0.3% on a dry weight basis and
that is grown or possessed by a licensed grower in compliance with this chapter. As used
in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, "certified seed source" means a
source of hemp seeds that are certified by a 3rd party as producing hemp having a delta-
9-tetrahydrocannabinol concentration that does not exceed 0.3% on a dry weight basis.

2. Growing permitted. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person may
plant, grow, harvest, possess, process, sell and buy industrial hemp if that person holds a
license issued pursuant to subsection 4. A person licensed pursuant to subsection 4 may
plant, grow and harvest only hemp that is grown from seeds acquired from a certified
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seed source. A person licensed pursuant to subsection 4 may acquire hemp seeds directly
from a certified seed source or from a hemp seed distributor licensed in this State
distributing hemp seeds pursuant to subsection 2-A.

2-A. Seed distribution. The commissioner may issue a license for a hemp seed
distributor if the hemp seeds distributed by the hemp seed distributor are from a certified
seed source. The commissioner may issue a license under this subsection to a holder of a
seed labeling license pursuant to section 1044-A.

3. Application. A person desiring to grow industrial hemp for commercial purposes
shall apply to the commissioner for a license on a form prescribed by the commissioner.
The application must include the name and address of the applicant, the legal description
of the land area to be used for the production of industrial hemp and a map, an aerial
photograph or global p0s1t10n1ng coordlnates sufﬁment for locatlng the productlon ﬁelds

4. License issued. Upon review and approval of an application, the commissioner
shall notify the applicant and request that the application fee determined under subsection
7 be submitted. Upon receipt of the appropriate fee and-in-aceordance-with-subseetion-8,
the commissioner shall issue a license, which is valid for a period of one year and only
for the site or sites specified in the license.

6. Rules The commissioner shall adopt rules to estabhsh appfelveé—vaﬂeﬁes—ef

te&ahydfeeaimabﬂ&el—}evels an am)hcatlon fee a hcense fee per acre fees for momtormg,

sampling and testing and guidelines for monitoring the growth and harvest of industrial
hemp. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are majorsubstantive routine technical
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

7. Fees. The commissioner shall establish through rulemaking under subsection 6 an
application fee, a license fee and per acre fees for monitoring, sampling and testing that
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are reasonable and necessary to cover the costs of the department. The application fee
must be no less than $50 and no more than $100, the license fee must be no less than
$100 and no more than $500, and the fees for monitoring, sampling and testing must be
no less than $1 per acre and no more than $100 per acre.

All fees received pursuant to this subsection must be paid to the Treasurer of State and
credited to a separate, nonlapsing account in the department. Money received pursuant to
this subsection must be used for the expenses of administering this chapter.

Sec. 2. Appropriations and allocations. The following appropriations and
allocations are made.

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
Division of Plant Industry 0831

Initiative: Provides funding to adopt routine technical rules establishing an application
fee, a license fee, a per acre fee for monitoring, sampling and testing and guidelines for
monitoring the growth and harvest of industrial hemp.

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2015-16 2016-17
All Other $2,500 $0
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $2,500 $0

Division of Plant Industry 0831

Initiative: Provides funding for one half-time Certified Seed Specialist position and
related costs to conduct testing, inspection and monitoring related to the production of
industrial hemp.

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2015-16 2016-17
POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT 0.500 0.500
Personal Services $30,032 $30,032
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All Other $8,197

$7,911

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $38,229

Office of the Commissioner 0401

$37,943

Initiative: Provides funds for the Department of Administrative and Financial Services,
Office of Information Technology costs associated with the Certified Seed Specialist

position.

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2015-16 2016-17
All Other $1,968 $1,968

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $1,968 $1,968

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND

FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2015-16 2016-17
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $42,697 $39,911

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS $42,697 $39,911

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this

legislation takes effect when approved.
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