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1 Sec. 1.  Identification of offensive names for geographic features and other 
2 places.  Resolved:  That the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall 
3 form a working group to identify place names that are in violation of the Maine Revised 
4 Statutes, Title 1, chapter 27.  The working group shall:
5 1. Seek to develop the best methods to identify all offensive place names in the State;
6 2. Study and suggest the most effective methods of changing the place names, including 
7 development of a process to automatically change offensive names;
8 3. Review the effectiveness of the current method for reporting offensive place names 
9 found in Title 5, section 4632 and suggest changes or modifications; and

10 4. Examine methods to identify other place names that may have negative historical 
11 connotations or meanings that require further review, including, but not limited to, 
12 identifying the individuals and institutions in the State that profited or benefited from the 
13 global economy of enslavement.  As part of this examination, the department may 
14 recommend or identify groups or organizations that may be helpful in such identification 
15 and review going forward.  
16 By December 1, 2021, the department shall submit a report pursuant to this section, 
17 including any suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary.

18 SUMMARY
19 This resolve directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to form 
20 a working group to identify place names that are in violation of the Maine Revised Statutes, 
21 Title 1, chapter 27.  It directs the working group to seek to develop the best methods of 
22 identification, study and suggest the most effective methods to change names, review 
23 current methods and identify other place names with negative historical connotations.  It 
24 directs the department to report the findings of the working group, including any suggested 
25 legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary by December 1, 2021.
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