MARTIN O'MALLEY, Governor Ch. 295

Chapter 295
(Senate Bill 822)
AN ACT concerning
Maryland Communities for a Lifetime Act

FOR the purpose of establishing the Maryland Commun1t1es for a L1fet1me Program
w1th1n the Department of Ag1ng, alter : :

3 22 requiring
the Secretary of Agmg, W1th the adv1ce of the Innovat1ons in Aging Services
Advisory Council, to include provisions for funding grants sought by
Communities for a Lifetime within an Innovations in Aging Services Program
plan in a certain manner; altering the membership of the Innovations in Aging
Services Advisory Council; establishing the purpose of certa1n provisions of this
Act requlrlng the Department of Aglng, a—eoh ation

authorlzmg a countv or municipal corporation to establish a cert1f1cat1on

process for Communities for a Lifetime; requiring the Department of Aging to
eensider recommend certain criteria #—=$s for the certification process for
Communities for a Lifetime; requiring a Community for a Lifetime to report to
the Department of Aging on certain progress and plans by a certam date each
year; . ; - o nriopit o
areas defmmg a certam term and generally relatmg to estabhshmg a Maryland
Communities for a Lifetime Program.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Human Services
Section 10-101,
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2007 Volume and 2010 Supplement)

10-603, and 10-604

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
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Article — Human Services
Section .
Annotated Code of Maryland

(2007 Volume and 2010 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Human Services
Section 10-801 through 10-804 to be under the new subtitle “Subtitle 8.
Maryland Communities for a Lifetime Program”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2007 Volume and 2010 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Human Services
10-101.
(a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.
(b) “Area agency” means the local agency that the Department designates in
accordance with the Older Americans Act of 1965 to administer the delivery of a
comprehensive and coordinated plan of social and other services and activities for

seniors in a planning and service area.

(c) “COMMUNITY FOR A LIFETIME” MEANS A COMMUNITY CERTIFIED
UNDER § 10-804 OF THIS TITLE.

[(©)] (D) “Congregate housing services” means services provided in an
apartment building that promote independent living for an eligible individual.

[(D] (E) “Department” means the Department of Aging.
[(e)] (F) “Interagency Committee” means the unit established in § 10-301 of

this title to oversee the coordination and consolidation of services for seniors in the
State.
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[D] (G) “Planning and service area’” means an area of the State that the
Department designates in accordance with the Older Americans Act of 1965 for the
planning and administration of social, health, and other services for seniors.

[(2] (H) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Aging.
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(a)  There is an Innovations in Aging Services Program in the Department.
(b) The purposes of the Program are to:

(1) provide competitive funding grants to design and test innovative
ideas in programs and services for seniors;

(2)  publicly disseminate the results of the tests; and

(3) help meet the need for personnel trained to provide services to
seniors in the State.

10-603.
(a) (1) With the advice of the Council, the Secretary shall:

(1) develop annually a Program plan; and
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(1)  submit the plan to the Governor and General Assembly for
approval as part of the annual State budget.

(2) The plan shall set forth priorities for:
(1) funding grants for innovative services to seniors; and

(1)  training personnel who provide services to seniors in the
State.

(3) The plan shall include provisions for:

(1) FUNDING GRANTS THAT ARE SOUGHT BY COMMUNITIES
FOR A LIFETIME TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE; AND

(I) evaluating any program funded under the plan.

(b) The Secretary may accept money from any public or private source to
fund grants awarded under this subtitle.

10-604.

(a) There is an Innovations in Aging Services Advisory Council in the
Department.

(b)  The Council consists of the following [14] 15 members:
(1)  the Secretary of Aging;

(2) the chair of the Maryland Commission on Aging or the chair’s
designee;

(3)  the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene or the Secretary’s
designee;

(4) one member of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the President
of the Senate;

(5) one member of the Maryland House of Delegates, appointed by the
Speaker; and

(6) the following [nine] 10 members appointed by the Secretary of
Aging:

(1) five representatives of organizations providing services to
seniors;
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(11) two representatives of senior consumers of services to
seniors;

(i)  a director of an area agency; [and]

(IV) A REPRESENTATIVE OF A COMMUNITY FOR A LIFETIME;
AND

[Gv)] (V) a representative of the University of Maryland
CENTER ON AGING.

(c) The Secretary is the chair of the Council.
(d) (1) The term of a member of the Council is 4 years.
(2) The terms of the members appointed by the Secretary are
staggered as required by the terms provided for members of the Council on October 1,

2007.

(3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a successor
1s appointed and qualifies.

(4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only for
the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.

SUBTITLE 8. MARYLAND COMMUNITIES FOR A LIFETIME PROGRAM.
10-801.
THE PURPOSE OF THIS SUBTITLE IS TO:

(1) ESTABLISH A COMPREHENSIVE, STRATEGIC STATE PLAN TO
ADDRESS THE AGING-IN-PLACE PREFERENCE OF CURRENT AND FUTURE
SENIORS;

(2) 2INAN b—F RYINCENTIVES PROVIDE
AVAILABLE _RESOURCES TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO ENHANCE
AGING-IN-PLACE SERVICES AND FACILITATE THE INDEPENDENCE OF OLDER
ADULTS; AND

(3) PROMOTE A STATE AGING-IN-PLACE PROGRAM THAT
OVERCOMES BARRIERS IN HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH CARE,
EMPLOYMENT, AND SOCIAL AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT.
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10-802.

THERE IS A MARYLAND COMMUNITIES FOR A LIFETIME PROGRAM IN THE
DEPARTMENT.

10-803.

COLLECT AND MAKE
AVAILABLE BEST PRACTICES ON POLICIES TO ENCOURAGE AGING—IN-PLACE.

10-804.

A) 2 DEPA - HALL A COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
MAY ESTABLISH A PROCESS TO CERTIFY COMMUNITIES AS COMMUNITIES FOR A
LIFETIME UNDER THE MARYLAND COMMUNITIES FOR A LIFETIME PROGRAM.

(B) RECOMMEND
CRITERIA B THAT LOCAL JURISDICTIONS
MAY USE TO CERTIFY COMMUNITIES FOR A LIFETIME INCLUDING:

(1) THE EXTENT TO WHICH A COMMUNITY HAS SOUGHT AND
PLANS TO EXPAND PUBLIC HEALTH, PREVENTION, AND WELLNESS PROGRAMS
THAT SERVE OLDER ADULTS;

(2) THE EXTENT TO WHICH A COMMUNITY HAS SOUGHT AND
PLANS TO EXPAND AFFORDABLE TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS;

(3) THE EXTENT TO WHICH A COMMUNITY HAS SOUGHT AND
PLANS TO EXPAND AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING AND THE ABILITY TO OWN
AFFORDABLE HOMES;

(4) THE EXTENT TO WHICH A COMMUNITY HAS SOUGHT AND
PLANS TO EXPAND EMPLOYMENT, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, RECREATION, AND
LEISURE OPTIONS FOR OLDER ADULTS; AND

(5) THE EXTENT TO WHICH A COMMUNITY HAS SOUGHT AND
PLANS TO EXPAND OTHER INITIATIVES THAT BOOST THE ABILITIES OF OLDER
ADULTS TO AGE IN PLACE.

(c) A COMMUNITY FOR A LIFETIME SHALL SUBMIT TO THE
DEPARTMENT ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1 EACH YEAR A PROGRESS REPORT
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ON THE COMMUNITY’S EFFORTS TO ENABLE AGING IN PLACE AND A REPORT ON
THE COMMUNITY’S PLANS TO ENABLE AGING IN PLACE IN THE FUTURE.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2011.

Approved by the Governor, May 10, 2011.
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