SENATE BILL 734

J1,J5 (21r2423)
ENROLLED BILL

— Finance/Health and Government Operations —
Introduced by Senator Lam

Read and Examined by Proofreaders:

Proofreader.

Proofreader.
Sealed with the Great Seal and presented to the Governor, for his approval this

day of at o’clock, M.

President.
CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

< Marvland Health Care Commission — Primary
mmissien Report and Workgroup

Care Re

FOR the purpose of est
Care Commission to zrews i 3 certain M
recommendations provide an annual report to the Governor and the General
Assembly regardmg prlmary car s certadnpa 3

; requiring
the Comm1ss1on to form a Workgroup to develop the report and generally relatmg to

the s Maryland Health Care Commission and primary care.
BY adding to

Article — Health — General

Section 5

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by
amendment.
Italics indicate opposite chamber /conference committee amendments
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—

Annotated Code of Maryland

2 (2019 Replacement Volume and 2021 Supplement)

3 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
4 That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

5 Article — Health — General
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(A) IN THIS SECTION, “PRIMARY CARE” MEANS HEALTH CARE PROVIDED IN

THE FOLLOWING FIELDS’ OUTPATIENT SETTINGS:

(5)

FAMILY MEDICINE;

GENERAL PEDIATRICS;

PRIMARY CARE INTERNAL MEDICINE; AND

PRIMARY CARE OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY;

PRIMARY CARE NURSE PRACTITIONER SERVICES; AND

(6)

PRIMARY CARE MIDWIFERY.

& (B)

ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1 EACH YEAR, BEGINNING IN 2023

2024, THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND, IN
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ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1257 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY THAT INCLUDES:

(1) AN ANALYSIS OF PRIMARY CARE SRENBING INVESTMENT OVER
THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING YEAR, INCLUDING DATA STRATIFIED BY ZIP CODE
AND COUNTY, IN RELATION TO TOTAL HEALTH CARE SPENDING OVER THE PREVIOUS
YEAR; AND

(2) WAYS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF AND ACCESS TO PRIMARY
CARE SERVICES, WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO INCREASING HEALTH CARE EQUITY,
REDUCING HEALTH CARE DISPARITIES, AND AVOIDING INCREASED COSTS TO
PATIENTS AND THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM; AND

) (3) ANY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
COMMISSION.

(C) (1) THE COMMISSION SHALL FORM A WORKGROUP TO DEVELOP THE
REPORT REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION, INCLUDING BY
INTERPRETING THE RESULTS OF THE REQUIRED ANALYSIS AND MAKING THE
RECOMMENDATIONS.

(2) THE WORKGROUP REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL
INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF:

() THE MARYLAND PRIMARY CARE PROGRAM;

(I1) THE HEALTH SERVICES REVIEW COMMISSION;

(111) THE MARYLAND INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION;

(Iv) THE HEALTH CARE FINANCING DIVISION OF THE
MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH;

(V) THE PRIMARY CARE COMMUNITY, INCLUDING FROM THE
MARYLAND ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS, THE MARYLAND CHAPTER OF THE
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS, THE MARYLAND SECTION OF THE AMERICAN
COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS, THE MARYLAND NURSES
ASSOCIATION, THE MARYLAND AFFILIATE — AMERICAN COLLEGE OF NURSE
MIDWIVES, THE MARYLAND COMMUNITY HEALTH SYSTEM, AND THE MIDATLANTIC
ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS;

(Vi) PAYORS OF PRIMARY CARE SERVICES, INCLUDING
CARRIERS AND MANAGED CARE ORGANIZATIONS;
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(vil) HEALTH SERVICES RESEARCHERS WITH EXPERTISE IN
PRIMARY CARE; AND

(VIII) OTHER INTERESTED STAKEHOLDERS.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

(a) Before the Maryland Health Care Commission begins the analysis required
under Section 1 of this Act, the Commission shall establish a plan for the analysis and
report after receiving input and agreement from participants in the workgroup as to the
scope of and methodology for the analysis and report.

() On or before December 1, 2023, the Commission shall provide the plan
required under subsection (a) of this section to the Governor and, in accordance with §
2—1257 of the State Government Article, the General Assembly.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2022.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





