WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 623
Chapter 623
(Senate Bill 516)

AN ACT concerning

Economic Development - Maryland Aerospace and Technology Commission

FOR the purpose of establishing the Maryland Aerospace and Technology Commission in
the Department of Commerce to promote 1nnovat10n in the fields of space exploratlon

and Technology Commission.

BY adding to
Article — Economic Development
Section +0—1301—throush—10—1115 52501 through 5-2508 to be under the new
subtitle “Subtitle = 25. Maryland Aerospace and Technology Commission”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2018 Replacement Volume and 2023 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Economic Development
SUBTITLE 11 25. MARYLAND AEROSPACE AND TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION.
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+0—1101 5-2501.

(A) IN THIS SUBTITLE THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

®) (B) “COMMISSION” MEANS THE MARYLAND AEROSPACE AND
TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION.
&)

@ (0) “INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION” MEANS AN EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION IN THE STATE THAT:

(1) BYLAW OR CHARTER:

(1) IS A PUBLIC OR NONPROFIT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION;
AND

(II) IS AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE:

1. A PROGRAM OF EDUCATION BEYOND THE HIGH
SCHOOL LEVEL AND AWARD A BACHELOR’S OR ADVANCED DEGREE; OR

2. A PROGRAM OF 2 OR MORE YEARS’ DURATION THAT IS
ACCEPTED FOR FULL CREDIT TOWARD A BACHELOR’S DEGREE; AND

(2) MEETS THE STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS THAT THE MARYLAND
HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION PRESCRIBES AND IS AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE A
CERTIFICATE, DIPLOMA, OR DEGREE UNDER TITLE 12 OF THE EDUCATION
ARTICLE.

) (D) “ZONE” MEAN ! N : ACE-AD .
ZONE AN AEROSPACE AND TECHNOLOGY ZONE DESIGNATED UNDER §=1=9=1=1+9 §
5-2507 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

+0—1102- 5-2502.

(A) THERE IS A MARYLAND AEROSPACE AND TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION
IN THE DEPARTMENT.
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£ (B) THE PURPOSE OF THE COMMISSION IS TO PROMOTE INNOVATION
IN THE FIELDS OF SPACE EXPLORATION AND COMMERCIAL AEROSPACE
OPPORTUNITIES, INCLUDING THE INTEGRATION OF SPACE, AERONAUTICS, AND
AVIATION INDUSTRIES INTO THE ECONOMY OF THE STATE.

@) (A) THE BoARDP COMMISSION CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING

MEMBERS:
(1) THE SECRETARY, OR THE SECRETARY’S DESIGNEE;

(2) A MEMBER OF THE SENATE, APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE SENATE, WHO SHALL SERVE AS AN EX OFFICIO NONVOTING MEMBER;

(3) A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED BY THE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, WHO SHALL SERVE AS AN EX OFFICIO NONVOTING
MEMBER;

(4) THE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION’S GODDARD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER, OR THE DIRECTOR’S
DESIGNEE, WHO SHALL SERVE AS AN EX OFFICIO NONVOTING MEMBER;

) (5) THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, OR THE ADMINISTRATOR’S DESIGNEE, WHO
SHALL SERVE AS AN EX OFFICIO NONVOTING MEMBER;

€D (6) THE DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATION, OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE, WHO SHALL SERVE AS AN EX
OFFICIO NONVOTING MEMBER;

£ (N THE PRESIDENT OF THE GODDARD CONTRACTORS’
ASSOCIATION, OR THE PRESIDENT’S DESIGNEE;

33—



Ch. 623 2024 LAWS OF MARYLAND

(8) THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND BALTIMORE
COUNTY, OR THE PRESIDENT’S DESIGNEE;

(9) THE PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN MARYLAND NAVY ALLIANCE,
OR THE PRESIDENT’S DESIGNEE;

£9) (10) THE PRESIDENT OF THE MARYLAND SPACE BUSINESS
ROUNDTABLE, OR THE PRESIDENT’S DESIGNEE;

(11) THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE
PARK, OR THE PRESIDENT’S DESIGNEE;

@1 (12) THE DIRECTOR OF THE JOHNS HOPKINS APPLIED PHYSICS
LABORATORY, OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE;

&2) (13) THE DIRECTOR OF THE ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITIES
FOR RESEARCH IN ASTRONOMY, OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE;

43) (14) THE DIRECTOR OF THE SPACE TELESCOPE SCIENCE
INSTITUTE, OR THE DIRECTOR’S DESIGNEE; AND

&4 (15) THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS, APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR
WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE:

(1)) A REPRESENTATIVE OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER

EDUCATION;

(I1) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF BLACK

ENGINEERS;

& (111) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MARYLAND AEROSPACE
MANUFACTURING COMMUNITY; AND

a» (1Iv) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AEROSPACE
TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY.

£ (B) A MEMBER OF THE BOARD COMMISSION:

(1) MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARB
COMMISSION; BUT
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(2) IS ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE
STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS, AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET.

() THE COMMISSION AND ITS MEMBERS ARE SUBJECT TO THE MARYLAND
PUBLIC ETHICS LAW.

(D) (1) THE TERM OF AN APPOINTED MEMBER IS 4 YEARS.

(2) THE TERMS OF THE APPOINTED MEMBERS ARE STAGGERED AS
REQUIRED BY THE TERMS PROVIDED FOR MEMBERS ON OCTOBER 1, 2024.

(3) AT THE END OF A TERM, A MEMBER CONTINUES TO SERVE UNTIL
A SUCCESSOR IS APPOINTED AND QUALIFIES.

(4) A MEMBER WHO IS APPOINTED AFTER A TERM HAS BEGUN SERVES
ONLY FOR THE REST OF THE TERM UNTIL A SUCCESSOR IS APPOINTED AND
QUALIFIES.

POSIFFION A MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH OR WITHOUT CAUSE.

(F) FROM AMONG ITS MEMBERS, THE BOARD COMMISSION SHALL ELECT A
CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR.
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5-2504.

(A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE STAFF SUPPORT TO THE
COMMISSION.
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£ (B) THE BoARB COMMISSION MAY RETAIN CONSULTANTS AS
NECESSARY.

+0—110F 5-2505.

&) THE COMMISSION SHALL:
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£) (1) IDENTIFY RESEARCH AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ENTITIES IN THIS STATE THAT:

(I) STRENGTHEN AND ENHANCE THE STATE’S LEADERSHIP
POSITION IN CIVIL, COMMERCIAL, AND MILITARY AEROSPACE RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT;

(I) INTEGRATE THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY INTO THE
ECONOMY OF THE STATE;

(III) CAPITALIZE, PROMOTE, AND ASSIST IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF WORKFORCE TRAINING TO FURTHER THE DEVELOPMENT OF EMERGING
TECHNOLOGIES REQUIRED FOR ALL ASPECTS OF SPACE EXPLORATION; AND

(IV) DEVELOP PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS THAT ADVANCE
BOTH THE STATE’S AEROSPACE INDUSTRY AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY;

43) (2) ESTABLISH ADVISORY COMMITTEES AS NEEDED;
“
NECESSARY;
5) (3) DEVELOP AND— IMPEEMENT AEROSPACE-RELATED

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE STATE IN COORDINATION WITH LOCAL
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS; AND

L) 4) EMPEOY DEVELOP AND ANNUALLY UPDATE FHE A
STRATEGIC PLAN DEVELOPED IN ACCORDANCE WITH §
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5-2506.

(A) THE COMMISSION SHALL DEVELOP AND ANNUALLY UPDATE A
STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE PROMOTION OF SPACE, AERONAUTICS, AND AVIATION
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE STATE.

(B) THE STRATEGIC PLAN DESCRIBED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS
SECTION SHALL INCLUDE A LIST OF POTENTIAL PROJECTS THAT FURTHER THE
PURPOSES OF THE COMMISSION AND, FOR EACH PROJECT, DESCRIBE:

.

(1) THE ESTIMATED TOTAL COST FOR COMPLETION—NCEUBINGA

(2) AN ASSESSMENT OF THE AVAILABILITY OF EXTERNAL FUNDING
SOURCES.

(C) THE STRATEGIC PLAN DESCRIBED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS
SECTION MAY INCLUDE ANY OTHER INFORMATION THAT THE COMMISSION
DETERMINES TO BE RELEVANT TO FURTHERING THE PURPOSES OF THE
COMMISSION.
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5-2507.

(A) SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATIONS OF THIS SECTION, THE COMMISSION
SHALL DESIGNATE A=A+ P ONE AEROSPACE
AND TECHNOLOGY ZONES WITHIN THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENCOURAGING
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, FACILITATING LAND ACQUISITION, PROVIDING
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, AND PROMOTING THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ZONE ZONES.

(B) THE COMMISSION SHALL DETERMINE THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ZONE
ZONES.

() THE COMMISSION SHALL PARTNER WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO
PROMOTE LOCAL AEROSPACE EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN EACH ZONE AND
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IMPLEMENT STRATEGIES TO CONNECT LOCAL AEROSPACE FACILITIES WITHIN THE
ZONE TO THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.
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5-2508.

(A) ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1 EACH YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL
SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE MARYLAND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION, AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1257 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT
ARTICLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

(1) ASUMMARY OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION DURING THE
PRECEDING FISCAL YEAR; AND

(2) A CURRENT COPY OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN DEVELOPED UNDER §
5—2506 OF THIS SUBTITLE.
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EUnND-

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the terms of the initial
appointed members of % 2 : the Maryland Aerospace and Technology
Commission shall expire as follows

(1) one member in 2025; and
(2) one member in 2026;

(3) one memberin 2027; and

(4) one member in 2028.

SECTION 4 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Maryland Aerospace
and Technology Commission skal may hire a consultant to advise the Commission during
the first 2 years of the Commission’s existence to aid in the development and

mmplementation of the strategic plan described under §36—3408 § 5-2506 of the Economic
Development Article, as enacted by Section 1 of this Act.

SECTION 5= 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2024.

Approved by the Governor, May 9, 2024.

16—





