SENATE BILL 316

J3, 02, 03 21r2094
CF HB 382

By: Senators Pugh, Benson, Forehand, Jones—-Rodwell, King, Klausmeier,
Manno, Montgomery, Muse, Peters, and Stone

Introduced and read first time: January 27, 2012

Assigned to: Finance

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: March 25, 2012

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene — Health Care Facilities — Abuser
Registry Workgroup

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to convene a workgroup to examine
certain issues relating to health care facilities and abuser registries; requiring
the Department to submit a certain report to certain committees of the General
Assembly on or before a certain date; and generally relating to health facilities
and abuser registries.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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(a)

workgroup to examine issues relating to the creation of a health care facility abuser
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The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene shall convene a

registry.

b)

registry;

The workgroup shall include representatives from:

(1)  the Office of Health Care Quality:
(2)  the Office of the Attorney General;
(3) law enforcement agencies;

(4)  health care providers;

(5) labor representatives;

(©6) consumer advocates; and

(7)  other interested stakeholders.

The workgroup shall examine:

(1)  due process issues relating to a person’s name being listed in the

(2) appropriate safeguards for accessing the registry;
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(3) estimated costs associated with operating a registry;

(4) the appropriate scope of a registry, including the types of facilities
that should be included; and

() any other strategies that may be useful for identifying potential
employees who are not qualified to work in health care facilities with vulnerable

populations.

(d In conducting its work, the workgroup shall review established registries
in other states and any relevant literature on the effectiveness of such registries and
other relevant strategies in preventing incidences of abuse.

(e) On or before December 1, 2012, the Department shall, in accordance with
§ 2-1246 of the State Government Article, report its findings and recommendations to
the Senate Finance Committee and the House Health and Government Operations
Committee.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2012.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.



