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Chapter 777

(House Bill 986)
AN ACT concerning

Maryland Medical Assistance Program — Coverage for the Treatment of
Obesity — Required Study

FOR the purpose of requiring the Maryland Department of Health to study the impact of
requiring the Maryland Medical Assistance Program to provide comprehensive

coverage for the treatment of obe81tv and generallv relatm,q to a study of coverage
for the treatment of obesity. = 1o sinRing eer 3 aesElg

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That:

@ @@ In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(@2) “Comprehensive coverage for the treatment of obesity” includes
coverage for intensive behavioral therapy, bariatric surgery, and FDA-—-approved
antiobesity medication.
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3) “FDA-approved antiobesity medication” means any medication
approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration with an indication for chronic
weight management in patients with obesity.

(b) The Maryland Department of Health shall study the impact of requiring the
Marvland Medical Assistance Program to provide comprehensive coverage for the
treatment of obesity.

(c) In conducting the study, the Department shall:

(1)  identify and compare the coverage for the treatment of obesity under
medical assistance programs and other public health programs in other states: and

(2) examine and estimate any potential savings that may result from
requiring comprehensive coverage for the treatment of obesity.

(d)  On or before December 31, 2024, the Maryland Department of Health shall
report its findings to the House Health and Government Operations Committee and the
Senate Finance Committee, in accordance with § 2—1257 of the State Government Article.
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SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oeteber July 1, 2024.

Approved by the Governor, May 16, 2024.





