HOUSE BILL 510

E1 11r0312

By: Delegates Waldstreicher, Anderson, Carter, Clippinger, Lee, McComas,
Niemann, and Wilson

Introduced and read first time: February 7, 2011

Assigned to: Judiciary

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 20, 2011

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Criminal Law — ad Harassment — Penalties

e&e&ms%%ee& alterlng the penalty for harassment for a second or subsequent
offense; and generally relating to peae ES d
harassment.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Criminal Law
Section 3—802-and 3-803
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2002 Volume and 2010 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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(a) A person may not follow another in or about a public place or maliciously
engage in a course of conduct that alarms or seriously annoys the other:

(1) with the intent to harass, alarm, or annoy the other;

(2) after receiving a reasonable warning or request to stop by or on
behalf of the other; and

(3) without a legal purpose.

(b) This section does not apply to a peaceable activity intended to express a
political view or provide information to others.

(c) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction is subject to:

(1) FOR A FIRST OFFENSE, imprisonment not exceeding 90 days or a
fine not exceeding $500 or both; AND

(2) FOR A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE, IMPRISONMENT
NOT EXCEEDING 180 DAYS OR A FINE NOT EXCEEDING $1,000 OR BOTH.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2011.



