HOUSE BILL 1187

C5 31r2537
CF SB 887

By: Delegate Hucker
Introduced and read first time: February 8, 2013
Assigned to: Economic Matters

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 31, 2013

CHAPTER ______
AN ACT concerning

Public Utilities — Solar Photovoltaic Systems

flle a certain apphcatlon for am:)roval to construct a certain generating station

at least a certain time before construction commences; requiring a person who
constructs a certain generating statlon to pay a certain deposfc to the Pubhc
Serv1ce Comm1ss1on ey : :

: it; requiring the Commlssmn to place certain
deposits 1nto a certaln escrow account for a certain period of time; requiring the
Commission to refund certain deposits under certain circumstances; requiring
the Commission to transfer certain money to the Maryland Strategic Energy
Investment Fund under certain circumstances; establishing a process for a
person to receive an extension for a certain project before the Commission
transfers certain money; specifying that the Strategic Energy Investment Fund
may contain certain money transferred from the Commlssmn and generally
relating to solar photovoltaic systems 4 es

Beeessity,

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.




2 HOUSE BILL 1187

24

25
26
27

28
29
30
31

32
33

BY adding to
Article — Public Utilities
Section 7-207.2
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2010 Replacement Volume and 2012 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — State Government
Section 9-20B-05(a), (b), (c), and (d)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2009 Replacement Volume and 2012 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — State Government
Section 9-20B-05(e)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2009 Replacement Volume and 2012 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Public Utilities
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(A) @ THIS SUBSECTION SECTION
CONSTRUCTS A GENERATING STATION THAT:

APPLIES

TO A PERSON

WHO
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(=I=)m HAS THE CAPACITY TO PRODUCE AT LEAST 2
~ AN-—10 MEGAWA OF ELECTRICITY FROM A

MEGAWATTS AN
SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEM; AND

an (2) IS EXEMPTED UNDER § 7-207.1 OF THIS SUBTITLE
FROM THE REQUIREMENT TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE
AND NECESSITY.

(B) (1) A PERSON SHALL FILE AN APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL TO
CONSTRUCT A GENERATING STATION UNDER § 7-207.1 OF THIS SUBTITLE AT
LEAST 6 MONTHS BEFORE CONSTRUCTION COMMENCES.

SH#B%E%E@N?’EH#E THE COMMISSION SHALL REQUIRE FHEPERSON A PERSON
WHO FILES AN APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL TO CONSTRUCT A GENERATING
STATION TO PAY A DEPOSIT OF 1% OF TOTAL INSTALLED COSTS.
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®) () (1) THE COMMISSION SHALL PLACE ANY DEPOSITS
COLLECTED UNDER SUBSECTIONS—A)-AND SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION
INTO AN ESCROW ACCOUNT.

(2) IF A PERSON Br P - A4 ) r
DEMONSTRATES TO THE COMMISSION THAT THE PERSON IS FULLY AUTHORIZED
TO COMMENCE CONSTRUCTION WITHIN 18 MONTHS AFTER FILING AN
APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OR—AN-# A A

DEPOSIT, LESS REASONABLE ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

(3) () SUBJECT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (II) OF THIS PARAGRAPH,
IF A PERSON DOES NOT BEGIN PROJE - ) AT
CONSTRUCTION WITHIN 18 MONTHS AFTER FILING AN APPLICATION FOR
APPROVAL OR-ANA LCATION-FO! RTIEECATE-O! LIC-CONVEN
AND NECESSITY, THE MONEY HELD IN THE ESCROW ACCOUNT SHALL BE:

1. DEEMED TO BE ABANDONED; AND

2. TRANSFERRED TO THE MARYLAND STRATEGIC
ENERGY INVESTMENT FUND UNDER § 9-20B-05 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT
ARTICLE, LESS REASONABLE ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

(Im) 1. A PERSON MAY REQUEST AN EXTENSION FOR A
PROJECT THAT DOES NOT BEGRN-VAFHIN-3-YEARS COMMENCE CONSTRUCTION

WITHIN 18 MONTHS AFTER THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL 9R

2. THE COMMISSION MAY GRANT THE REQUEST
BASED ON FACTORS THE COMMISSION CONSIDERS COMPELLING, INCLUDING
THE OCCURRENCE OF EVENTS OUTSIDE THE PERSON’S CONTROL.

Article — State Government
9-20B-05.
(a) There is a Maryland Strategic Energy Investment Fund.

(b) The purpose of the Fund is to implement the Strategic Energy
Investment Program.
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(c) The Administration shall administer the Fund.

(d) (1) The Fund is a special, nonlapsing fund that is not subject to §
7-302 of the State Finance and Procurement Article.

(2)  The Treasurer shall hold the Fund separately and the Comptroller
shall account for the Fund.

(e) The Fund consists of:

(1) all of the proceeds from the sale of allowances under § 2-1002(g) of
the Environment Article;

(2) money appropriated in the State budget to the Program;

3) repayments and prepayments of principal and interest on loans
made from the Fund;

(4)  interest and investment earnings on the Fund,

(5) compliance fees paid under § 7-705 of the Public Utilities Article;
[and]

(6) money received from any public or private source for the benefit of
the Fund; AND

(77 MONEY TRANSFERRED FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION UNDER § 7-207.2(D)(3) OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ARTICLE.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2013.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





