LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., Governor Ch. 429

Chapter 429

(House Bill 1124)

AN ACT concerning

Criminal Procedure - Statewide Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit
Tracking System — Reguirements Recommendations

EV1dence Klt Pohcv and Fundmg Committee to develop recommendations regarding
the creation and operation of a statewide sexual assault evidence collection kit
tracking system that i1s accessible to victims of sexual assault and law enforcement;
requiring the Committee to submit a certain application for a grant for funding to
the federal government on or before a certain date; pe—eertain—terms: and
generally relating to sexual assault evidence.

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,

Article — Criminal Procedure

Section H=9260)-and{e) 11-927(a)

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2008 Replacement Volume and 2017 Supplement)

BY adédinete repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

Article — Criminal Procedure

Section =928 11-927(e)(1)

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2008 Replacement Volume and 2017 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Criminal Procedure
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11-927.

(@) In this section, “Committee” means the Maryland Sexual Assault Evidence
Kit Policy and Funding Committee.

() (1) The Committee shall develop and disseminate best practices
information and recommendations regarding:

()] the testing and retention of sexual assault evidence collection

kits;

(11) coordination between State agencies, victim services providers,
local law enforcement, and local sexual assault response teams:

(111) payment for sexual assault evidence collection kits:

(1v) 1ncreasing the availability of sexual assault evidence collection
exams for alleged victims of sexual assault;

(v)  reducing the shortage of forensic nurse examiners; [and]
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(vl 1ncreasing the availability of information to sexual assault

victims regarding:

po =

|

criminal prosecutions of sexual assault crimes:

civil law remedies available to victims of sexual assault:

sexual assault evidence collection kits: and

victim rights; AND

(VII) CREATING AND OPERATING A STATEWIDE SEXUAL ASSAULT

EVIDENCE COLLECTION KIT TRACKING SYSTEM THAT IS ACCESSIBLE TO VICTIMS OF

SEXUAL ASSAULT AND LAW ENFORCEMENT.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the

Police Marvland Sexual Assault Evidence Kit Policy and Funding Commlttee shall submlt

a—request—for an application for a grant of funding, as appropriate, to support the

implementation of the Committee’s recommendations to the federal government, including

the Department of Justice, on or before January 1, 2019.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect

Oetober1-2019 June 1, 2018.

Approved by the Governor, May 8, 2018.





