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Chapter 622

(House Bill 1069)

AN ACT concerning

Water Supply — Private Well Safety Program

e%% requiring an owner of re81dent1al rental property that 1s served by
a private water supply well to provide Water quahty testing in a certam manner and
to dlsclose to a tenant certain results; = : :

that s served by a prlvate water supply well to notify a tenant under certain

circumstances; requiring an owner of residential rental property that is served by a
private water supply well to notify the Department of the Environment and the local
health department about well contamination and address the contamination under
certain circumstances and in a certain manner; establishing a certain civil penalty;
authorizing a local health department to enforce this Act and collect a certain civil
penalty; requiring the Department to adopt certain regulations; providing for the
application of certain provisions of this Act; requiring the Department to report to
certain_ committees of the General Assembly on or before a certain date regarding
certain reports received under this Act; and generally relating to water supply and
private well safety.
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BY adding to
Article — Environment
Section 9—4A—01 theeueh-9—4A—16 to be under the new subtitle “Subtitle 4A. Private
Well Safety Program”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Replacement Volume and 2020 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Environment

SUBTITLE 4A. PRIVATE WELL SAFETY PROGRAM.
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9—4A—16- 9-4A-01.

(A) AN OWNER OF RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY THAT IS SERVED BY A
PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY WELL SHALL:

(1) PROVIDE FOR WATER QUALITY TESTING EVERY 3 YEARS; AND

(2) DISCLOSE TO A TENANT THE RESULTS OF THE WATER QUALITY
TESTING; AND

(3) NOTIFY A TENANT:

(I) AFTER ANY WATER QUALITY TEST REQUIRED UNDER ITEM
(1) OF THIS SUBSECTION IS COMPLETE; AND

(I1) OF THE MOST RECENT WATER QUALITY TEST WHEN THEY

SIGN A LEASE.

(B) (1) THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBSECTION APPLY WHEN A
PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY WELL IS CONTAMINATED BY A SUBSTANCE THAT EXCEEDS:
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(1)) THE MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVEL FOR THAT
SUBSTANCE THAT IS SET BY THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY FOR
DRINKING WATER QUALITY; OR

(I1) A HARMFUL LEVEL FOR THAT SUBSTANCE, AS DETERMINED
BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(2) WHEN A WATER QUALITY TEST REVEALS A PRIVATE WATER
SUPPLY WELL IS CONTAMINATED, THE OWNER OF A RESIDENTIAL RENTAL
PROPERTY THAT IS SERVED BY THE WELL SHALL:

o NOTIFY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE LOCAL HEALTH
DEPARTMENT ABOUT THE CONTAMINATION;

(I1) PROVIDE AN APPROVED POTABLE WATER SUPPLY UNTIL
THE CONTAMINATION IS PERMANENTLY REMEDIATED; AND

(II1) WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE DATE ON WHICH THE OWNER KNEW
OF THE CONTAMINATION, RESOLVE THE €ONFAMINATION ISSUE, INCLUDING BY:

1. PROVIDING AN APPROVED POTABLE WATER SUPPLY

ON AN ONGOING BASIS;

2. PERMANENTLY REMEDIATING THE CONTAMINATION;
OR

3. PROVIDING THE TENANT WITH THE OPTION TO
TERMINATE THE LEASE.

(c) (1) A PERSON WHO VIOLATES A PROVISION OF THIS SECTION IS
SUBJECT TO A CIVIL PENALTY NOT EXCEEDING $1,000.

(2) A LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT MAY:

() ENFORCE THIS SECTION; AND

(i) COLLECT THE CIVIL PENALTY PROVIDED UNDER
PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS TO ESTABLISH
MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR WATER QUALITY TESTING REQUIRED UNDER THIS SECTION.

Axrtiele—RealProperty
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That on or before December 31,
2022, the Department of the Environment shall, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State
Government Article, report to the Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs
Committee and the House Environment and Transportation Committee regarding any
reports of private water supply contamination received by the Department under Section 1

of this Act.

SECTION 3= 2- 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2021.

Enacted under Article II, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 30, 2021.
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