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By Mr. O'Connor, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 715) of Patrick M. O'Connor, 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninety-First General Court
(2019-2020)

_______________

An Act relative to pharmaceutical price transparency and cost sharing.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 12C of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding, after 

2 Section 10, the following new section:-

3 Section 10B. Pharmacy Cost Sharing Requirements.

4 (a) A provider organization may not prohibit a pharmacist or pharmacy from providing a 

5 purchaser information regarding the amount of the purchaser’s cost share for a prescription drug 

6 and the clinical efficacy of a lower-priced alternative drug, if one is available. Neither a 

7 pharmacy nor a pharmacist shall be penalized by a pharmacy’s provider organization for 

8 discussing any information described in this section or for selling a lower-priced drug to the 

9 insured if one is available.

10 (b) A pharmacy or pharmacist shall provide the purchaser with any relevant information 

11 pertaining to the acquisition of a prescription medication. A pharmacist shall disclose any and all 

12 relevant information pertaining to the clinical efficacy, or the availability of any therapeutically 
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13 equivalent alternative prescription medications, or any alternative methods to the purchasing of a 

14 prescription medication, including, but not limited to, paying a cash price, that is less expensive 

15 than the cost of the prescription medication to the insured individual.

16 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


