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By Ms. L'Italien, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 57) of Barbara A. L'Italien for 
legislation to provide financial assistance for funeral and burial expenses of the deceased to those 
in need.  Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninetieth General Court
(2017-2018)

_______________

An Act to provide financial assistance for funeral and burial expenses of the deceased to those in 
need.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 18 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after 

2 Section 39 the following new section:-

3 SECTION 40 (a) The department shall establish under this chapter a program to 

4 reimburse cities and towns for funeral and burial costs expended by the town for families or 

5 loved ones of deceased residents who are unable to afford the cost of funeral services or burials. 

6 The department may reimburse cities for one hundred percent of funeral and burial costs 

7 dispensed and the costs for each individual may not exceed exceeding $1,100 toward the funeral 

8 and final disposition of a recipient to a funeral establishment if there are insufficient resources to 

9 pay for the cost of such funeral and final disposition and if the total expense of the funeral and 

10 final disposition does not exceed $3,500. The commonwealth shall have the right of 

11 reimbursement from whatever resources may exist in the estate of the recipient.
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12 (b) Cities and towns may establish programs using criteria that are appropriate for their 

13 own community to determine if families are eligible for burial assistance. 

14 (c) The department shall reimburse cities and towns no later than 60 days after an initial 

15 claim under this program is made by the city.


