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Sections 2 and 3 contained in the engrossed Bill making certain appropriations for fiscal year 
2021 before final action on the General Appropriation Bill (see House, No. 4905), which had 
been returned by His Excellency the Governor with recommendation of amendment (for 
message, see Attachment A of House, No. 4962).  August 4, 2020.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninety-First General Court
(2019-2020)

_______________

An Act amending chapter 131 of the acts of 2020.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which is to 
forthwith amend chapter 131 of the acts of 2020, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1.  Chapter 131 of the acts of 2020 is hereby amended by inserting after 

2 section 1 the following 2 sections:-

3 Section 2.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, items funded 

4 through this act shall be funded in a manner assuming not less than the lower of the general 

5 appropriations act for fiscal year 2020 or the operating budget submitted by the governor for 

6 fiscal year 2021 pursuant to section 7H of chapter 29 of the General Laws. 

7 If cost savings occur in a given item that would result in an appropriation less than the 

8 lower of the general appropriations act for fiscal year 2020 or the operating budget submitted by 

9 the governor for fiscal year 2021 pursuant to said section 7H of said chapter 29, the secretary of 
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10 administration and finance shall report to the house and senate committees on ways and means 

11 on the savings achieved not less than 15 days before said savings are reflected in the allotment 

12 schedule adopted by the executive office for administration and finance; provided, however, that 

13 no said savings shall be achieved through reductions in eligibility standards or benefit levels as 

14 compared with items funded in the general appropriations act for fiscal year 2020. If federal 

15 programs, or other alternative funding sources, are available to supplant state funding for the 

16 same purposes, the secretary may reduce the state’s portion of said funding in a manner 

17 commensurate with the additional federal revenue received for said purpose.

18 Section 3.  The secretary for administration and finance shall provide monthly reports to 

19 the house and senate committees on ways and means, including, but not limited to the: (i) 

20 allotments provided for each item funded through this act; (ii) assumed full-year appropriation 

21 for each item funded through this act based on the year-to-date allotments; (iii) if applicable, an 

22 explanation for any changes in the assumed full-year appropriation from the previous monthly 

23 report.

24 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect as of July 31, 2020.


