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HOUSE DOCKET, NO. FILED ON: 3/16/2016

HOUSE ...............No.4202

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

In the One Hundred and Eighty-Ninth General Court
(2015-2016)

An Act concerning the safety of autistic and alzheimer individuals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 32A of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after

section 17N, as appearing in the 2014 Official Edition, the following section:-

Section 170. (a) The commission shall provide coverage for a “Technology-Assisted
Tracking Device” and repairs to any active or retired employee of the commonwealth who is
insured under the group insurance commission and who is diagnosed by a licensed physician
with Dementia, Alzheimer's disease, or Autism Spectrum Disorder, under the same terms and
conditions that apply to other durable medical equipment covered under the policy, except as

otherwise provided in this section.

(b) In this section, “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” shall mean any wearable

device that complies with the following specifications:

The device shall be waterproof and able to function under water; compliant with [P66 and
IP68 standards; work indoors or under cover; not require direct line of sight to the sky;

independent of third-party public communication networks, cellular, GSM, GPRS, or similar;
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include a tamper-resistant wrist or ankle strap directly changeable by a caregiver; with system
specifics to avoid false alarms in order not to waste LE and SAR time, and a patient specific

code to avoid mistaken identities.

(c) Such coverage shall not impose any annual or lifetime dollar maximum on coverage
for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum

that applies in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

(d) Such coverage shall not apply amounts paid for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking
Device” to any annual or lifetime dollar maximum applicable to other durable medical
equipment covered under the policy other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum that applies

in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

(e) Such coverage may include a reasonable coinsurance requirement for a “Technology-
Assisted Tracking Device” not to exceed 20 per cent of the allowable cost of the “Technology-
Assisted Tracking Device” or repair, unless all covered benefits applying coinsurance under the
plan do so at a higher amount. If the policy provides coverage for services from nonparticipating
providers, the policy may include a reasonable coinsurance requirement for a “Technology-
Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs, not to exceed 40 per cent of the allowable cost of the
device or repair when obtained from a nonparticipating provider, unless all covered benefits

applying coinsurance under the plan do so at a higher amount.

() Such coverage may require prior authorization as a condition of coverage for a

“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device”

(g) Such coverage shall only be required to provide coverage for the most appropriately
medically necessary model that adequately meets the needs of the policyholder.
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SECTION 2. Chapter 175 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after

section 47GG the following section:-

Section 47HH. (a) Any blanket or general policy of insurance described in subdivision
(A), (C) or (D) of section 110 which provides hospital expense and surgical expense insurance
and which is issued or subsequently renewed by agreement between the insurer and the policy
holder, within or without the commonwealth, during the period this section is effective, or any
policy of accident or sickness insurance as described in section 108 which provides hospital
expense and surgical expense insurance and which is delivered or issued for delivery or
subsequently renewed by agreement between the insurer and the policy holder in the
commonwealth, during the period that this section is effective, or any employees’ health and
welfare fund which provides hospital expense and surgical expense benefits and which is
promulgated or renewed to any person or group of persons in the commonwealth, while this
section is effective, shall provide coverage for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and
repairs, to an insured who is diagnosed by a licensed physician with Dementia, Alzheimer's
disease, or Autism Spectrum Disorder, under the same terms and conditions that apply to other
durable medical equipment covered under the policy, except as otherwise provided in this

section.

(b) In this section, “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” shall mean any wearable

device that complies with the following specifications:

The device shall be waterproof and able to function under water; compliant with IP66 and

IP68 standards; work indoors or under cover; not require direct line of sight to the sky;

independent of third-party public communication networks, cellular, GSM, GPRS, or similar;
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include a tamper-resistant wrist or ankle strap directly changeable by a caregiver; with system
specifics to avoid false alarms in order not to waste LE and SAR time, and a patient specific

code to avoid mistaken identities.

(c) No such policy shall impose any annual or lifetime dollar maximum on coverage for a
“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum that

applies in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

(d) No such policy shall apply amounts paid for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking
Device” to any annual or lifetime dollar maximum applicable to other durable medical
equipment covered under the policy other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum that applies

in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

(e) Any such policy may include a reasonable coinsurance requirement for a
“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs, not to exceed 20 per cent of the allowable
cost of the “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” device or repair, unless all covered benefits
applying coinsurance under the plan do so at a higher amount. If such policy provides coverage
for services from nonparticipating providers, the contract may include a reasonable coinsurance
requirement for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs, not to exceed 40 per cent
of the allowable cost of the “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” or repair when obtained
from a nonparticipating provider, unless all covered benefits applying coinsurance under the plan

do so at a higher amount.

(f) Any such policy may require prior authorization as a condition of coverage for a

“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device”.
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79 (g) Any such policy shall only be required to provide coverage for the most appropriately

80 medically necessary model that adequately meets the needs of the policyholder.

81 SECTION 3. Chapter 176A of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after

82 section 8II the following section:-

83 Section 8]J. (a) A contract between a subscriber and the corporation under an individual
84 or group hospital service plan which provides hospital expense and surgical expense insurance
85 delivered, issued or renewed by agreement between the insurer and the policyholder, within or
86 without the commonwealth, shall provide benefits to all individual subscribers and members

87 within the commonwealth and to all group members having a principal place of employment

88 within the commonwealth, for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs for those
89 individuals who are diagnosed by a licensed physician with Dementia, Alzheimer's disease, or
90 Autism Spectrum Disorder. If a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” is covered as a durable
91 medical equipment benefit, coverage shall be provided under the same terms and conditions that
92 apply to other durable medical equipment covered under the contract, except as otherwise

93 provided in this section. If a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” is covered as a stand-alone

94 benefit, coverage shall be consistent with the terms and conditions as described in this section.

95 (b) In this section, “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” shall mean any wearable

96 device that complies with the following specifications:

97 The device shall be waterproof and able to function under water; compliant with [P66 and
98 P68 standards; work indoors or under cover; not require direct line of sight to the sky;
99 independent of third-party public communication networks, cellular, GSM, GPRS, or similar;

100 include a tamper-resistant wrist or ankle strap directly changeable by a caregiver; with system
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specifics to avoid false alarms in order not to waste LE and SAR time, and a patient specific

code to avoid mistaken identities.

(c) No such contract shall impose any annual or lifetime dollar maximum on coverage for
a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum that

applies in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

(d) No such contract shall apply amounts paid for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking
Device” to any annual or lifetime dollar maximum applicable to other durable medical
equipment covered under the policy other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum that applies

in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

e) Any such contract may include a reasonable coinsurance requirement for a
“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs, not to exceed 20 per cent of the allowable
cost of the “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” device or repair, unless all covered benefits
applying coinsurance under the plan do so at a higher amount. If the contract provides coverage
for services from nonparticipating providers, the contract may include a reasonable coinsurance
requirement for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs, not to exceed 40 per cent
of the allowable cost of the a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” or repair when obtained
from a nonparticipating provider, unless all covered benefits applying coinsurance under the plan

do so at a higher amount.

(f) Any such contract may require prior authorization as a condition of coverage for a

“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” device.

(g) Any such contract shall only be required to provide coverage for the most appropriate
medically necessary model that adequately meets the medical needs of the policyholder.
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SECTION 4. Chapter 176B of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting, after

section 411, the following section:-

Section 4JJ. (a) Any subscription certificate under an individual or group medical service
agreement that shall be delivered, issued or renewed within the commonwealth shall provide, as
benefits to all individual subscribers or members within the commonwealth and to all group
members having a principal place of employment within the commonwealth, coverage for a
“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs for those who are diagnosed by a licensed
physician with Dementia, Alzheimer's disease, or Autism Spectrum Disorder. If a “Technology-
Assisted Tracking Device” is covered as a durable medical equipment benefit, coverage shall be
provided under the same terms and conditions that apply to other durable medical equipment
covered under the policy, except as otherwise provided in this section. If a “Technology-Assisted
Tracking Device” is covered as a stand-alone benefit, coverage shall be consistent with the terms

and conditions as described in this section.

(b) In this section, “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” shall mean any wearable

device that complies with the following specifications:

The device shall be waterproof and able to function under water; compliant with IP66 and
IP68 standards; work indoors or under cover; not require direct line of sight to the sky;
independent of third-party public communication networks, cellular, GSM, GPRS, or similar;
include a tamper-resistant wrist or ankle strap directly changeable by a caregiver; with system
specifics to avoid false alarms in order not to waste LE and SAR time, and a patient specific

code to avoid mistaken identities.
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(c) No such certificate shall impose any annual or lifetime dollar maximum on coverage
for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum

that applies in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

(d) No such certificate shall impose amounts paid for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking
Device” to any annual or lifetime dollar maximum applicable to other durable medical
equipment covered under the policy other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum that applies

in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

(e) Any such certificate may include a reasonable coinsurance requirement for a
“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs, not to exceed 20 per cent of the allowable
cost of the a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” or repair, unless all covered benefits
applying coinsurance under the plan do so at a higher amount. If the certificate provides
coverage for services from nonparticipating providers, the contract may include a reasonable
coinsurance requirement for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs, not to
exceed 40 per cent of the allowable cost of the a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” or
repair when obtained from a nonparticipating provider, unless all covered benefits applying

coinsurance under the plan do so at a higher amount.

(f) Any such certificate may require prior authorization as a condition of coverage for a

“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device”.

(g) Any such contract shall only be required to provide coverage for the most appropriate

medically necessary model that adequately meets the medical needs of the policyholder.

SECTION 5. Chapter 176G of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
section 4AA, the following section:-
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Section 4BB. (a) Individual and group health maintenance contracts shall provide
coverage for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs for those insureds diagnosed
by a licensed physician with Dementia, Alzheimer's disease, or Autism Spectrum Disorder. If a
“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” is covered as a durable medical equipment benefit,
coverage shall be provided under the same terms and conditions that apply to other durable
medical equipment covered under the contracts, except as otherwise provided in this section. If a
“Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” is covered as a stand-alone benefit, coverage shall be

consistent with the terms and conditions as described in this section.

(b) In this section, “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” shall mean any wearable

device that complies with the following specifications:

The device shall be waterproof and able to function under water; compliant with [P66 and
IP68 standards; work indoors or under cover; not require direct line of sight to the sky;
independent of third-party public communication networks, cellular, GSM, GPRS, or similar;
include a tamper-resistant wrist or ankle strap directly changeable by a caregiver; with system
specifics to avoid false alarms in order not to waste LE and SAR time, and a patient specific

code to avoid mistaken identities.

(c) A health maintenance contract shall not impose any annual or lifetime dollar
maximum on coverage for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” other than an annual or
lifetime dollar maximum that applies in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the

policy.

(d) A health maintenance contract shall not apply amounts paid for a “Technology-

Assisted Tracking Device” to any annual or lifetime dollar maximum applicable to other durable
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medical equipment covered under the policy other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum

that applies in the aggregate to all items and services covered under the policy.

(e) A health maintenance contract may include a reasonable coinsurance requirement for
a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs, not to exceed 20 per cent of the allowable
cost of the “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” device or repair, unless all covered benefits
applying coinsurance under the plan do so at a higher amount. If the health maintenance contract
provides coverage for services from nonparticipating providers, the contract may include a
reasonable coinsurance requirement for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device” and repairs,
not to exceed 40 per cent of the allowable cost of the a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device”
device or repair when obtained from a nonparticipating provider, unless all covered benefits

applying coinsurance under the plan do so at a higher amount.

(f) A health maintenance contract may require prior authorization as a condition of

coverage for a “Technology-Assisted Tracking Device”.

(g) A health maintenance contract shall only be required to provide coverage for the most
appropriate medically necessary model that adequately meets the medical needs of the

policyholder.
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