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By Mr. Arciero of Westford, a petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 396) of James Arciero 
and others for legislation to authorize the appointment of retired police officers as school 
resource officers.  Education.

[SIMILAR MATTER FILED IN PREVIOUS SESSION
SEE HOUSE, NO. 4378 OF 2017-2018.]

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninety-First General Court
(2019-2020)

_______________

An Act relative to school resource officers.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which is to 
authorize appointment of retired police officers to serve as school resource officers, therefore it 
is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 Section 37P of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016 Official Edition, 

2 is hereby amended by adding the following subsection:-

3 (g) (1) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, and subject to the 

4 conditions and requirements set forth in this subsection, a chief of police may appoint a retired 

5 police officer to serve as a school resource officer pursuant to this section. 

6 (2) A retired police officer appointed as a school resource officer pursuant to this section 

7 (i) shall have previously served as a police officer for a police department of a municipality 
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8 located within the commonwealth or the state police, (ii) shall be retired based on superannuation 

9 and (iii) shall be subject to the same maximum age restrictions as applied to regular police 

10 officers serving the municipality where the retired officer is appointed. Before being appointed 

11 as a school resource officer, the retired officer shall pass a medical examination conducted by a 

12 physician or other certified professional chosen by the chief of police to determine whether the 

13 retired officer is capable of performing the essential duties of a school resource officer, the cost 

14 of which shall be borne by the retired officer. 

15 (3) A retired police officer appointed as a school resource officer pursuant to this section 

16 shall not be subject to chapter 31, sections 99A and 96B of chapter 41, chapter 150E or the 

17 limitations on hours worked or earnings contained in paragraph (b) of section 91 of chapter 32.  

18 (4) When performing duties as a school resource officer, a retired police officer appointed 

19 pursuant to this section shall have the same power to make arrests and carry out police functions 

20 as a regular police officer serving the municipality where the retired officer is appointed. 

21 (5) A retired officer appointed as a school resource officer pursuant to this section shall 

22 be subject to the rules, regulations, policies, procedures and requirements imposed by the 

23 appointing chief of police including, but not limited to: (i) requirements regarding medical 

24 examinations to determine continuing capability to perform the duties of a school resource 

25 officer; (ii) requirements for training; (iii) requirements for first aid certification and 

26 qualifications; (iv) requirements for firearms licensing and qualification; and (v) requirements 

27 regarding uniforms and equipment. The retired officer’s compliance with the rules, regulations, 

28 policies, procedures and requirements shall be at no cost to the municipality where the officer is 

29 appointed. 
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30 (6) A retired police officer appointed as a school resource officer pursuant to this section 

31 shall be subject to sections 100 and 111F of chapter 41. The amount payable pursuant to said 

32 section 111F of said chapter 41 shall be calculated by averaging the amount earned during the 

33 preceding 52 weeks as a school resource officer or by averaging that amount over a lesser period 

34 of time for an officer appointed as a school resource officer fewer than 52 weeks before the 

35 incapacity. Payment pursuant to said section 111F of said chapter 41 shall terminate in 

36 accordance with said section 111F of said chapter 41 or when the retired officer reaches the 

37 maximum age restriction as applied to regular police officers serving the municipality where the 

38 retired officer is appointed, whichever occurs first. A retired police officer appointed pursuant to 

39 this subsection shall not be subject to section 85H or 85H½ of said chapter 32 or eligible for 

40 benefits pursuant to those sections. 


