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Regular Session, 2012 ENROLLED
SENATE BILL NO. 378
BY SENATOR MILLS AND REPRESENTATIVES ARNOLD, WESLEY BISHOP,

BROSSETT, BROWN, BURRELL, NANCY LANDRY, LEBAS,
LEGER, NORTON, ORTEGO AND PIERRE

AN ACT
To enact R.S. 37:1218.1, relative to immunizations; to provide for the administration of
certain immunizationsin primary care health professional shortage areas; to provide
for the requirements of pharmaci sts administering the immunization; and to provide
for related matters.
Beit enacted by the Legidlature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 37:1218.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

81218.1. Administration of certain immunizations in primary care health

professional shortage ar eas

A. In any parish designated wholly or in part asa primary care health

professional shortage area as set forth under Section 332 of the Public Health

Service Act, as determined by the United States Department of Health and

Human Services, a pharmacist may administer any of the following vaccines,

but only in conformance with the provisions of Subsection B of this Section:

(1) Pneumococcal, to any person eighteen year s of age or older.

(2) Zoster, to any person fifty years of age or older.

B. Thephar macist shall administer each immunization in confor mance

with the most current vaccination administration as set forth by the United

States Public Health Service Advisory Committee on | mmunization Practices,

following guidancepublished in thel ouisiana Statel mmunization Policiesand

Procedures Manual, to participate in the program and to be covered by the

National Vaccinelnjury Compensation Fund.

() Thepharmacist shall report each immunization tothe Depar tment of

Health and Hospitals, officeof publichealth'sL ouisianal mmunization Networ k

for Kids Statewide at the time of the immunization or as soon as r easonably

practicable thereafter, asthisisthe official state vaccination record.
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(2)The phar macist shall report all adver se events he observes or which

are reported to him to the Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System, the

cooper ative program of the United States Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention and the United States Food and Drug Administration for vaccine

safety, or its successor program:; and further, the pharmacist shall refer the

patient with an adver seevent toan immunization for appropriatemedical care.

(3)Thepharmacist shall maintain for at least two yearsarecord of each

immunization administer ed.

(4)Thepharmacist shall obtain theappropriatecredentialstoadminister

immunizations from the board, as administratively defined, prior to

administering any such immunization.

(5)The pharmacist shall request the name of a patient's primary care

provider prior to the administering of any immunization. |f the patient

identifies such primary care provider to the pharmacist, the pharmacist shall

notify the primary care provider, by written or electronic communication, as

soon asr easonably possiblether eafter that theimmunization wasadminister ed.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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