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SLS11RS-361 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2011
SENATE BILL NO. 222
BY SENATOR MILLS

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

MOTOR VEHICLES. Requires driver education courses, training programs, and
prelicensing training coursesfor children and adultsto includeteaching the economic effects
of littering. (1/1/12)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:270(A) and 271(A)(2) and R.S. 32:402.1(A)(1) and (2),
402.2, and 408(A)(1) and (3); and to enact R.S. 32:402.1(A)(3)(c), relative to
requiring driver education courses, training programs, and prelicensing training
courses for children and adults to include teaching the economic effects of littering;
and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:270(A) and 271(A)(2) are hereby amended and reenacted to read
asfollows:
§270. Driver education and training program for children
A. The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the state
Department of Education, in consultation with the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections, shall establish and operate a driver education and training program in
each parish of this state for children who are fifteen years of age and older. The
program shall consist of a course of not less than eight hours of actual driving
experience and thirty hours of classroom instruction. A child who isin at least the

ninth grade and is within ninety days of hisfifteenth birthday may participatein the
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classroom instruction component of the program. The State Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education shall providewritten noticeto each city, parish, and other local
public school board of the requirements of this Subsection. The aims and purposes
of the driver education and training program shall be to educate drivers to be
competent and to develop a knowledge of those provisions of the law of this state
relating to the operation of motor vehicles, a proper acceptance of personal
responsibility in traffic, a true appreciation of the causes, seriousness, and
consequences of traffic accidents, and the knowledge, attitudes, habits, and skills
necessary for the safe operation of motor vehicles. The course shall include training
on railroad and highway grade crossing safety and on sharing the road with
motorcycles, tractor-trailer trucks, pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit vehicles, and
at least thirty minutes of instruction rel ative to organ and tissue donation and at least

thirty minutes of instruction relative to the economic effects of littering. The

State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the state Department of
Education shall develop the organ and tissue portion of the driver education and
training program in conjunction with the federally designated organ procurement
organization for the state of L ouisiana. However, no student shall berequiredto take
the organ and tissue donation instruction if his parent or tutor submits a written
statement indicating that such instruction conflicts with the religious beliefs of the

student. TheStateBoard of Elementary and Secondary Education and thestate

Department of Education shall develop theeconomic effectsof littering portion

of the driver education and training program in conjunction with Keep

L ouisiana Beautiful, I nc.

8271. Driver training required for certain adults; same purpose and use of same
facilities asin program for children
A.(2) * * *
(2) The program shall consist of a course of not less than six hours of actual

driving experience and thirty hours of classroom instruction which shall include
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training on railroad and highway grade crossing safety and on sharing the road with
motorcycles and tractor-trailer trucks and at least thirty minutes of instruction

relative to organ and tissue donation and at least thirty minutes of instruction

relative to the economic effects of littering. The State Board of Elementary and

Secondary Education and the state Department of Education shall develop the organ
and tissue donation portion of the driver education and training program in
conjunction with the federally designated organ procurement organization for the
state of Louisiana. However, no student shall be required to take the organ and tissue
donation instruction provided he submits a written statement indicating that such

instruction conflictswith hisreligiousbeliefs. The State Boar d of Elementary and

Secondary Education and the state Department of Education shall develop the

economic effects of littering portion of the driver education and training

program in conjunction with Keep L ouisiana Beautiful, I nc.

* * *

Section 2. R.S. 32:402.1(A)(1) and (2), 402.2, and 408(A)(1) and (3) are hereby

amended and reenacted and R.S. 32:402.1(A)(3)(c) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8402.1. Driver education; required

A. No application for alicense for the operation of a motor vehicle shall be
received from any person seventeen years or older making application for the first
time unless there is a'so submitted with the application, on aform approved by the
secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections or the Department of
Education, written evidence of the successful completion by the applicant of:

(1) A "driver education course", which shall consist of not less than eight
hours of actua driving experience and thirty hours of classroom instruction,
including but not limited to training on railroad and highway grade crossing safety
and on sharing the road with motorcycles and tractor/trailer trucks and at |east thirty

minutes of instruction relative to organ and tissue donation and at least thirty

minutes of instruction relative to the economic effects of littering, approved by

the Department of Public Safety and Corrections or the Department of Education.
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(2) A "prelicensing training course" if a behind-the-wheel course is not
completed. The prelicensing training course shall consist of aminimum of six hours
of instruction in the National Safety Council's defensive driving course, Louisiana's
traffic safety laws, and substance abuse education, or shall be an equivalent course
approved and certified by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections. The
course shall include training in railroad and highway grade crossing safety and on
sharing theroad with motorcyclesand tractor/trailer trucksand at | east thirty minutes

of instruction relative to organ and tissue donation and at least thirty minutes of

instruction relative to the economic effects of littering. The secretary of the

Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall adopt rules relating to the
"prelicensing training course”. Oversight review of theserulesshall be conducted by
the House and Senate Committees on Transportation, Highways and Public Works.
The rules shall provide for:

(a) Licensing of training agencies.

(b) Course content and presentation.

(c) Instructor qualifications and certification.

(d) Classroom size and facilities.

(e) Certificates of completion.

() Required records and reporting.

(9) Fees, which shall not exceed fifty dollars per student.

(h) Penalties.

©)lC) * * *

(c) The portion of the "driver education course' or "prelicensing

training cour se" approved by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections

involving instruction on the economic effects of littering shall be developed in

conjunction with Keep L ouisiana Beautiful, I nc.

* * *

8402.2. Driver improvement program for remediation

The Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of motor vehicles,
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may approve court-ordered driver remediation courses or programs, in the same
manner as "prelicensing training courses' are approved in R.S. 32:402.1(A)(2). All
such approved driver remediation courses or programs shall include instruction on
railroad grade crossing safety and on sharing the road with motorcycles and
tractor/trailer trucks and at least thirty minutes of instruction relative to organ and

tissuedonation and at least thirty minutesof instruction r elativeto the economic

effectsof littering. The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the

state Department of Education shall develop the organ and tissue donation portion
of the driver education and training program in conjunction with the federaly
designated organ procurement organization for the state of L ouisiana. However, no
student shall berequired to take the organ and tissue donation instructionif he, or his
parent or tutor if the student is a minor, submits awritten statement indicating that

suchinstruction conflictswith hisreligiousbeliefs. The StateBoar d of Elementary

and Secondary Education and thestate Department of Education shall develop

the economic effects of littering portion of the driver education and training

program in conjunction with Keep L ouisiana Beautiful, Inc. The department

shall compile and maintain alist of all department-approved courses which shall be
deliveredto all personswho are decreed by acourt to betraffic violatorsand who are
ordered by acourt to attend a driver improvement course for remediation purposes.
The court shall allow aviolator to select acoursewithinthejudicial districtinwhich
heresidesif there is no court-approved driving course in such district provided that
it isone of the courses on the department-approved list.
8408. Examination of applicants required; classes of licenses

A.(1) Except as otherwise provided, every applicant must pass a written
knowledge and skills test for a motor vehicle representative of the type of motor
vehicle he operates or expects to operate, or provide evidence on aform approved
by the department that he has successfully passed the written knowledge test and a

driving or skills test administered by an authorized third party. In addition to the
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specialized knowledge and skills tests, each such examination shall include: a test
of the applicant's eyesight; his ability to understand highway signs regulating,
warning, and directing traffic; hisknowledge of railroad and highway grade crossing
safety; hisknowledge of sharing the road with motorcyclesand tractor/trailer trucks;

his knowledge of the economic effects of littering; and his knowledge of all

relevant traffic regulations.

(3) Each knowledgetest for aGroup "D" or "E" vehicle shall contain at |east
thirty thir ty-two items, exclusiveof the number of itemstesting airbrakeknowledge.
Not less than two of the thirty thirty-two items shall be relative to railroad and

highway grade crossing safety. Not lessthan two of the thirty-two items shall be

relativeto the economic effects of littering. For each endorsement, the knowledge

test and the airbrake component of the basic knowledge test shall contain anumber
of questionsthat issufficient to test the applicant'sknowledge of the required subject
matter with validity and reliability. The applicant for aClass"A", "B", "C", "D", or
"E" license shall correctly answer at least eighty percent of the questions on each
knowledge test in order to achieve a passing score on such knowledge test. To
achieve apassing score on the skillstest, an applicant for aClass"A", "B","C", "D",
or "E" license shall demonstrate that he can successfully perform all of the required
skills. If an applicant for aClass"A", "B", or "C" commercial driver'slicense scores
less than eighty percent on the airbrake component of the basic knowledge test, the
driver shall fail the airbrake component and, if the driver isissued adriver'slicense,
an airbrake restriction shall be indicated on the commercial driver's license. If an
applicant foraClass"A","B", or "C" commercial driver'slicense performsthe skills
test in a vehicle not equipped with air brakes, the driver shall have omitted the
airbrake component of the skillstest and, if thedriver isissued adriver'slicense, the
airbrake restriction shall be indicated on the license.

* * *

Section 3. This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2012.
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The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Sharon F. Lyles.

DIGEST

Proposed law retains present law requirements regarding driver education courses, training
programs, and prelicensing training courses for children and adults and will require such
driver education courses, training programs, and prelicensing training courses have at least
thirty minutes of instruction relative to the economic effects of littering.

Proposed law requires the economic effects of littering portion of driver education courses,
training programs, and prelicensing training courses be devel oped in conjunction with Keep
Louisiana Beautiful, Inc.

Proposed law increases the number of knowledge test questions from 30 to 32 and requires
that aleast 2 test questions be on the economic effects of littering.

Effective January 1, 2012.

(Amends R.S. 17:270(A) and 271(A)(2) and R.S. 32:402.1(A)(1) and (2), 402.2, and
408(A)(1) and (3); adds R.S. 32:402.1(A)(3)(c))
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