Regular Session, 2014 Ac'l' No 453 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 165

BY SENATOR MURRAY

AN ACT

Toenact R.S. 22:1060.5, relativeto prescription drug specialty tiers; to provide with respect
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to limits on coinsurance; to provide for limits on out-of-pocket expenses for

prescription drugs; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 22:1060.5 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

81060.5. Specialty drug tiers; prohibitions; limits on co-payments

A. A health insurance issuer of a health benefit plan that covers

prescription drugs, asdefined in R.S. 22:1060.1(8), and utilizesaformulary tier

that is higher than a preferred or non-preferred brand drug tier, sometimes

known as a specialty drug tier, shall limit any required co-payment or

coinsur ance applicable to drugs on such tier to an amount not to exceed one

hundred and fifty dollarsper month for each drug up to athirty-day supply of

any singledrug. Thislimit shall beinclusive of any co-payment or coinsurance.

This limit shall be applicable after any deductible is reached and until the

individual's maximum out-of-pocket limit has been reached.

B. A health careissuer of ahealth benefit plan that cover s prescription

drugs, as defined in R.S. 22:1060.1(8), and utilizes specialty tiers shall be

required toimplement an exceptionsprocessthat allowsenrolleestorequest an

exceptiontotheformulary. Under such an exception, anon-for mulary specialty

drug could bedeemed cover ed under theformulary if theprescribing physician

determinesthat theformulary drug for treatment of the same condition either

would not be as effective for theindividual, would have adver se effectsfor the
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individual, or both. Intheevent an enrolleeisdenied an exception, such denial

shall be considered an adverse event and shall be subject to the health plan

inter nal review process and the state exter nal review process.

C. Theprovisions of this Section shall not apply to the Office of Group

Benefitsor to the claimsof the Office of Group Benefits enrolleesadminister ed

by health insuranceissuers.

Section 2. The provisionsof this Section shall become effective on January 1, 2015.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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