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SLS 10RS-597 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2010
SENATE BILL NO. 140

BY SENATOR SHAW

HEALTH CARE. Allowsanesthesiologist assistants to administer anesthesiaunder certain
cirsumstances. (8/15/10)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 37:930(G), relative to the anesthetics; to provide for the
authority for anesthetic assistants to administer anesthesiain certain circumstances,
and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 37:930(G) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
8930. Anesthetics; authority to administer; penalty

G.(1) The Louisiana Legidature hereby finds that:

(@) Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAS) have been selecting
and administering anesthesiain L ouisianaand the United Statesfor over onehundred
years.

(b) The specialty of nurse anesthesiawas established in the late 1800s asthe
first clinical nursing specialty.

() Nursing took the lead in formalizing anesthesia practice as a specialty
and in providing for specialty education and credentialing in anesthesia practice.

During World War I, nurse anesthetiststrained both physiciansand nursesto provide
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anesthesia services both at home and abroad.

(d) Nurse anesthetists aone provided the overwhelming maority of
anesthetics up until World War 11.

(e) Nurse anesthetists receive rigorous clinical and academic training,
requiring a bachelor's degree from an accredited school of nursing and one year of
professional nursing experiencein an acute care setting prior to being considered for
entrance to an accredited twenty-four to thirty-six month nurse anesthesia
educational program.

(f) CRNAsadminister the majority of anestheticsin Louisianaand all of the
anesthetics in many parts of the state.

(9) Multiplestudieshave demonstrated that CRNAsare safe, accessible, and
cost-effective providers of anesthetics.

(h) CRNAsarecritical providers of quality anesthesiaservicesin the health
care delivery system in this state.

(i) An adequate supply of CRNAsin Louisianais vital to continued access

to safe, cost-effective health care for the citizens of Louisiana.

(2) It is hereby declared that CRNAS are an essential provider of safe,
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accessible, and cost-effective anesthesia care to the citizens of Louisiana. It is
further declared that a sufficient supply of CRNAsin Louisianais affected with the

public interest.

(3) No health care provider or other person, other than a certified registered

nurseanesthetist, physician, dentist, perfusionist, an anesthesiologist assistant who

holds a current certification by the National Commission for the Certification

of Anesthesiologist Assistants, or other explicitly authorized provider, shall select

or administer any form of anesthetic to any person either directly or by delegation

unless explicitly authorized by this Title. However, an anesthesiologist assistant,

certified by the National Commission for the Certification of Anesthesiologist

Assistants, shall only beableto select and administer any form of anesthetic by

delegation and under the direct supervision of an anesthesiologist licensed by

the L ouisiana Board of M edical Examiners.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Greg Waddell.

DIGEST

Present law provides that no health care provider or other person, other than a certified
registered nurse anesthetist, physician, dentist, perfusionist, or other explicitly authorized
provider, shall select or administer any form of anesthetic to any person either directly or by
delegation unless explicitly authorized by this Title.

Proposed law retains present law and adds that an anesthesiologist assistant who holds a
current certification by the National Commission for the Certification of Anesthesiologist
Assistants shall be able to select or administer any form of anesthetic to any person either
directly or by delegation unless explicitly authorized by present law.

Proposed law further provides that anesthesiologist assistant, certified by the National
Commission for the Certification of Anesthesiologist Assistants, shall only be ableto select
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and administer any form of anesthetic by delegation and under the direct supervision of an
anesthesiologist licensed by the Louisiana Board of Medical Examiners.

Effective August 15, 2010.

(Amends R.S. 37:930(G))
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