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HLS 12RS-878 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2012
HOUSE BILL NO. 515

BY REPRESENTATIVE NANCY LANDRY

HEALTH CARE/FACILITIES. RevisestheLa Clinical Laboratory Personnel Law

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 37:1312(6) and (8), 1313(B)(5), and 1323(A)(introductory
paragraph), (1), and (2) and (C), to enact R.S. 37:1323(G), and to repea R.S.
37:1313(B)(6), relative to the Louisiana Clinical Laboratory Personnel Law; to
provide for definitions; to provide relative to exemptions to licensure applicable to
licensed health care providers and alied health care professionals; to revise the
qualifications necessary for the licensure of clinical laboratory scientist-generalists
and clinical laboratory scientist-technicians; to providefor certification examinations
for clinica laboratory scientist-generalists and clinical laboratory scientist-
technicians; and to provide for related matters.
Beit enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 37:1312(6) and (8), 1313(B), and 1323(A)(introductory paragraph),
(1), and (2) and (C) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 37:1323(G) is hereby
enacted to read asfollows:
81312. Definitions
Asused in this Part, the following terms shall mean thefollowing, unlessthe

context requires otherwise:

(6) "Clinical laboratory scientist-generalist” or "CLS-G" also known as a

"medical laboratory scientist” or "MLS" or "medical technologist" or "MT" means
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an individual who performs clinical laboratory tests and proceduresin all specialty
areasof aclinical laboratory which requirethe exercise of independent judgment and
responsibility, including but not limited to the performance of all 1aboratory tests as

stated in the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988, as amended

and the rules and regul ations promulgated pursuant thereto. The clinical |aboratory
scientist-generalist may perform the functions of all categories licensed in this Part

with the exception of the cytotechnologist.

* * *

(8 "Clinical laboratory scientist-technician™ or "CLS-T" aso known as a

"medical laboratory technician” or "MLT" means an individual who performs

medical |aboratory tests and procedures of high and moderate complexity asdefined

in 42 Code of Federal Regulations Part 493 et seq., which-teo-rotregtiretheexerctse
ofthdependentjudgment-orrespensibiity within any area of clinical laboratory

science with the exception of cytotechnology. The clinical laboratory

scientist-technician shall perform tests and procedures of high complexity under
supervision as defined in the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of

1988, as amended, and the rules and regul ations promul gated pursuant thereto. The

clinical laboratory scientist-technician may perform the functions of the laboratory
assistant and the phlebotomist without additional licensure or certification.

* * *

§1313. Exemptionsto licensure

* * *

B. ThisPart shall not apply to:

* * *

(5 Anyindividua currently licensed as ahealth care provider by an agency

of this state who, while practicing under such license, provides point of care testing

and meets thereguirements of the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Act of 1988, 42

Code of Federal Regulations Part 493 et seq., as amended.

* * *
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81323. Qualifications of clinical laboratory scientist-generalist; clinical laboratory
scientist-specialist; clinical laboratory scientist-technician; cytotechnol ogist;
laboratory assistant; and phlebotomist
A. Each applicant for licensure as a clinical laboratory scientist-generalist

shall successfully pass a certification examination as specified in Subsection G of

this Section and meet one of the following educational requirements:

bepost-graduate: Possess a baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited

college or university, including courses in biological science, chemistry and

mathematics, and have successfully completed a medical technologist program

accredited by the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences or

"NAACLS' within the previous five years.

)

aregionally accredited college or university, or an equivalent degree from aforeign

institution as certified by a foreign transcript evaluation agency approved by the

board, including sixteen semester hours or twenty-four quarter hours of biological

science with at least three semester hours of microbiology; sixteen semester hours

or_twenty-four quarter hours of chemistry with at least three semester hours in

organic chemistry or biochemistry; three semester hours of mathematics; and possess

one of the following qualifications:
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(2) Medical laboratory technician or "MLT" certification and successful

completion of a MLT program accredited by the NAACLS and two years of full-

time acceptable clinical |aboratory experience in _blood banking, chemistry,

hematology, microbiology, immunology, and clinical microscopy within the

previous ten vears.

(b) Three years of full-time acceptable clinical |aboratory experience in

blood banking, chemistry, hematology, microbiology, immunology, and clinical

microscopy within the previous ten years.

* * *

C. Each applicant for licensure as a clinical laboratory scientist-technician

shall meet ere all of the following requirements:

(1)

tpor—recommendation—by—the—commtttee:  Successfully pass a certification

examination as specified in Subsection G of this Section.

)

least sixty semester hours or ninety quarter hours of academic credit from a

regionally accredited college or university, or an equivalent degree or coursework

from a foreign ingtitution as certified by a foreign transcript evaluation agency

approved by the board, including six semester hours or nine quarter hours of

chemistry and six semester hours or nine quarter hours of biology, and have

successfully completed one of the following:

(&) A medical laboratory technician program accredited by the NAACLS

within the previous five years.

Page 4 of 8

CODING: Wordsinstruekthrotgh type are del etionsfrom existing law; words underscored
are additions.



oS o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

HLS 12RS-878 ORIGINAL
HB NO. 515

(b) A fifty-week United States military medica |aboratory training course.

(c) Eighteen months of full-time acceptable clinical |aboratory experience

in blood banking, chemistry, hematology, microbiology, immunology, and clinica

microscopy within the previous ten years.

* * *

G. For purposes of licensure asaclinical |aboratory scientist-generalist and

aclinical |aboratory scientist-technician as described in Subsections A and C of this

Section, certification examinations which an applicant may undertakein fulfillment

of licensurerequirementsshall include only examinations psy chometrically validated

by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies, the American Nationa

Standards Institute, or other national accrediting organization approved by the board

and administered by any of the following organizations or their successors:

(1) American Society for Clinical Pathology.

(2) American Medical Technoloqists.

(3) American Association of Bioanalysts.

Section 2. R.S. 37:1313(B)(6) is hereby repealed in its entirety.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legisative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Nancy Landry HB No. 515
Abstract: Amends provisionsrelative to the La. Clinical Laboratory Personnel Law.

Present law (R.S. 37:1312(6)) defines"clinical laboratory scientist-generalist” or "CLS-G"
asan individual who performs clinical laboratory tests and proceduresin all specialty areas
of a clinical laboratory which require the exercise of independent judgment and
responsibility, including but not limited to the performance of all laboratory tests as stated
in the federal law and the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to state law.

Proposed law specifies that "clinical |aboratory scientist-generalist” will also be known as
a"medical laboratory scientist” or "MLS" or "medical technologist” or "MT". Also, makes
technical changes.

Present law (R.S. 37:1312(8)) defines "clinical laboratory scientist-technician” or "CLS-T"
asanindividual who performsmedical |aboratory testsand procedures of high and moderate
complexity as defined in federal law, which do not require the exercise of independent
judgment or responsibility within any area of clinical laboratory science. Also, requires a
clinical laboratory scientist-technician to perform tests and procedures of high complexity
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under supervision as defined in federal law and the rules and regulations promulgated
pursuant to state law. Further, allows aclinical laboratory scientist-technician to perform
the functions of the laboratory assistant and the phlebotomist without additional licensure
or certification.

Proposed law specifies that a "clinical laboratory scientist-technician™ will also be known
as a"medical laboratory technician” or "MLT". Also, modifies the definition of "clinical
laboratory scientist-technician™ by removing the specification that the person can only
perform medical laboratory tests and procedures of high and moderate complexity which do
not require the exercise of independent judgment or responsi bility within any areaof clinical
laboratory science. Further, prohibits a clinical laboratory scientist-technician from the
performance of cytotechnology testing. Makes technical changes.

Present law (R.S. 37:1313(B)(5) and (6)) specifiesthat the clinical laboratory personnel law
does not apply to any individual licensed as a health care provider or any other licensed
alied health care professional.

Proposed law clarifies present law by specifying that the clinical laboratory personnel law
does not apply to any individual currently licensed as a health care provider by an agency
of this state who, while practicing under such license, provides point of care testing and
meetsthe requirements of federal law. Also, proposed law repealsthe exception applicable
to other licensed allied health care professional.

Present law (R.S. 37:1323(A)(1) and (2)) requires that each applicant for licensure as a
clinical laboratory scientist-generalist must meet one of the following requirements:

@D Possess a baccal aureate degree from an accredited college or university, fulfill the
educational requirements necessary to enroll in a school of medical technology,
complete one year of full-timeclinical laboratory experience, or itsequivalent, inan
approved school of medical technology, and successfully complete a nationally
recognized certification examination, as approved by the board upon
recommendation by thecommittee. Therequired year of full-timeclinical laboratory
experience may be included in the curriculum for the baccalaureate degree or may
be postgraduate.

2 Completetheeducational, clinical, and employment experiencerequirements, if any,
necessary to be eligible for and successfully complete a nationally recognized
certification examination, al of which are approved by the board upon
recommendation by the committee.

Proposed law removes present law in its entirety.

Proposed law requires that each applicant for licensure as a clinical laboratory
scientist-generalist must successfully pass a certification examination as specified in
proposed law and meet one of the following educational requirements:

@D Possess a baccal aureate degree from a regionally accredited college or university
including courses in biological science, chemistry and mathematics, and have
successfully completed a medical technologist program accredited by the National
Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences "NAACLS' within the
previous five years.

2 Possess a baccal aureate degree from aregionally accredited college or university, or
an equivalent degree from a foreign institution as certified by a foreign transcript
evaluation agency approved by the board, including 16 semester hours or 24 quarter
hours of biological science with at least three semester hours of microbiology; 16
semester hours or 24 quarter hours of chemistry with at least three semester hours
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in organic chemistry or biochemistry; three semester hours of mathematics, and
possess one of the following qualifications:

@ Medical laboratory technician "MLT" certification and successful
completion of aMLT program accredited by the NAACLS and two
years of full-time acceptable clinical |aboratory experience in blood
banking, chemistry, hematology, microbiology, immunology, and
clinical microscopy within the previous 10 years.

(b) Three years of full time acceptable clinical |aboratory experiencein
blood banking, chemistry, hematology, microbiology, immunology,
and clinical microscopy within the previous 10 years.

Present law (R.S. 37:1323(C)(1) and (2)) requires that each applicant for licensure as a
clinical laboratory scientist-technician must meet one of the following requirements:

Q) Successfully fulfill the requirements of an accredited educational program for an
associatedegreeinclinical laboratory science and successfully completeanationally
recognized certification examination approved by the board upon recommendation
by the committee.

2 Completetheeducational, clinical, and employment experiencerequirements, if any,
necessary to be dligible for and successfully complete a nationally recognized
certification examination, al of which are approved by the board upon
recommendation by the committee.

Proposed law removes present law in its entirety.

Proposed law requires that each applicant for licensure as a clinical laboratory
scientist-technician must meet al of the following requirements:

Q) Successfully pass a certification examination as specified in state law.

2 Possess an associate degree or at least 60 semester hours or 90 quarter hours of
academic credit from aregionally accredited college or university, or an equivalent
degree or coursework from aforeign institution as certified by aforeign transcript
evaluation agency approved by the board, including six semester hours or nine
quarter hours of chemistry and six semester hours or nine quarter hours of biology;
and have successfully completed one of the following:

@ A medical laboratory technician program accredited by the NAACL Swithin
the previousfive years.

(b) A 50-week United States military medical laboratory training course.

(c) 18 months of full-time acceptable clinical laboratory experience in blood
banking, chemistry, hematology, microbiology, immunology, and clinical
microscopy within the previous 10 years.

Proposed law provides that for purposes of licensure as a clinical laboratory
scientist-generalist and a clinical laboratory scientist-technician in accordance with
applicable proposed law, certification examinations which an applicant may undertake in
fulfillment of licensure requirements must include only examinations psychometrically
validated by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies, the American National
Standards Institute, or other national accrediting organization approved by the board and
administered by any of the following organizations or their successors:

@D American Society for Clinical Pathology.
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2 American Medical Technologists.
(©)) American Association of Bioanalysts.

(Amends R.S. 37:1312(6) and (8), 1313(B)(5), and 1323(A)(intro. para.), (1), and (2) and
(C); Adds R.S. 37:1323(G); RepealsR.S. 37:1313(B)(6))

Page 8 of 8

CODING: Wordsinstruekthrotgh type are del etionsfrom existing law; words underscored
are additions.



