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Introduced

Second Regular Session 121st General Assembly (2020)

SENATE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION No. _____

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION honoring Sister M.
2 Elise Kriss upon her retirement as President of the University
3 of Saint Francis.

4 Whereas, After serving 27 years as President of the
5 University of Saint Francis, Sister M. Elise Kriss will retire on
6 June 30, 2020;

7 Whereas, Sister Elise is a native of North Judson, Indiana,
8 and earned bachelor's and master's degrees in education from
9 Saint Francis College, and a doctorate from Saint Louis

10 University; 

11 Whereas, A member of the University's Administration
12 since 1983, Sister Elise began her tenure as University of Saint
13 Francis President in July 1993, and has led the University
14 through a period of tremendous expansion; 

15 Whereas, During Sister Elise's leadership, the institution's
16 name changed from Saint Francis College to the University of
17 Saint Francis in 1998, and the University increased the number
18 of programs offered to students and more than doubled
19 enrollment from 961 in 1993 to 2,249 in 2019; 

20 Whereas, Sister Elise helped increase the University's
21 fundraising efforts, resulting in a robust endowment and the
22 construction and opening of new campus facilities, including St.
23 Francis Chapel, the first free-standing chapel in University
24 history, Bishop D'Arcy Stadium, the Campus Ministry Center,
25 Doermer Family Center for Health Science Education, the
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1 Mimi and Ian Rolland Art and Visual Communication Center, 
2 an expansion of Bonaventure Hall, and renovations to
3 Brookside; 

4 Whereas, Sister Elise oversaw an expansion of the
5 University's geographic footprint outside of northeast Indiana,
6 including offering classes in Crown Point, Lafayette,
7 Indianapolis, and online; 

8 Whereas, During Sister Elise's tenure, the University of
9 Saint Francis expanded its athletics programs, including the

10 University winning NAIA titles in football and men's and
11 women's basketball, and cultivating the University's football
12 team into one of the most successful in the NAIA; 

13 Whereas, Off campus, Sister Elise serves on the boards of
14 many organizations in Allen County, and has guided the
15 University into building strong relationships with local
16 businesses including Parkview Health, Lutheran Health, Ash
17 Brokerage, Sweetwater, Fort Wayne Metals, and STAR Bank; 

18 Whereas, Sister Elise was named a Sagamore of the
19 Wabash in 2016 in recognition of her dedication to higher
20 education in northeast Indiana; and 

21 Whereas, Sister M. Elise Kriss led the University of Saint
22 Francis through a period of monumental change, and her
23 impact on the University will be felt for generations: 
24 Therefore, 

25 Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly
26 of the State of Indiana, the House of Representatives
27 concurring:

28 SECTION 1. That the Indiana General Assembly honors
29 Sister M. Elise Kriss upon her retirement as President of the
30 University of Saint Francis.
31 SECTION 2. The Secretary of the Senate is hereby directed
32 to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Sister M. Elise Kriss.
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