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SENATE ENROLLED ACT No. 336

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning natural resources.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 14-34-6-15 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017]: Sec. 15. (a) As used
in this section, "fund" refers to the post-1977 abandoned mine
reclamation fund established by this section.

(b) The post-1977 abandoned mine reclamation fund is established.
The fund consists of bond forfeiture money collected under section 16
of this chapter and the civil penalties described in IC 14-34-16-9.
Unless the prior approval of the general assembly is given for
another use, the fund may be used only as follows:

(1) To effect the restoration of land:
(A) that is not otherwise eligible for restoration through
federal funding; on which there and
(B) that has been affected by surface coal mining activity
operations that occurred after August 3, 1977.

(2) To replace domestic water supplies disrupted or affected by a
surface coal mining and reclamation operation, including the
disposal of coal combustion waste (as defined in IC 13-19-3-3),
where the surface coal mining and reclamation operation has been
completed and is no longer subject to IC 14-34.

The money held for this purpose may not exceed an amount established
by the department that is sufficient to enable the director to cover the
anticipated cost of restoration.
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(c) At least five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) in the fund is
dedicated as collateral for the bond pool under IC 14-34-8 and may not
be used for the restoration of land or replacement of water described in
subsection (b).

(d) The treasurer of state shall invest the money in the fund not
currently needed to meet the obligations of the fund in the same
manner as other public money may be invested. Interest that accrues
from these investments shall be deposited in the fund.

(e) Money in the fund at the end of a state fiscal year does not revert
to the state general fund.

SECTION 2. IC 27-7-9-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017]: Sec. 3. As used in this chapter,
"mine subsidence" means the collapse of inactive an underground coal
mines abandoned before August 3, 1977, mine resulting in damage to
a structure. The term does not include loss caused by earthquake,
landslide, volcanic eruption, or collapse of storm or sewer drains.

SECTION 3. IC 27-7-9-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017]: Sec. 5. As used in this chapter,
"structure" means any dwelling, building, or fixture permanently fixed
to real property. The term does not include land, trees, crops, or other
plants. nor does the term include a dwelling, building, or fixture that is
owned by a public or governmental entity.

SECTION 4. IC 27-7-9-8 IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017]: Sec. 8. (a) Coverage for damage
due to mine subsidence must be available as an additional form of
coverage under any insurance policy providing the type of insurance
described in Class 3(a) of IC 27-1-5-1 to directly cover one (1) or more
structures located in a county identified under section 6 of this chapter.
The mine subsidence coverage must be available in an amount
adequate to indemnify the insured to the extent of:

(1) the loss in actual cash value of the covered structure due to
mine subsidence, less a deductible that:

(A) must be equal to two percent (2%) of the insured value of
the structure under the policy; However, the deductible but
(B) must be:

(i) no less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250); and
(ii) no more than five hundred dollars ($500); and

(2) up to fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for additional
living expenses reasonably and necessarily incurred by an
insured who is temporarily displaced as a direct result of
damage caused by mine subsidence to the covered structure
in which the insured resides, if no other type of coverage
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provided by the policy of the insured indemnifies the insured
for these living expenses.

An insured who elects to purchase coverage under subdivision (1)
may waive coverage under subdivision (2) at the election of the
insured.

(b) An insurer proposing to issue a policy providing the type of
insurance described in Class 3(a) of IC 27-1-5-1 to cover one (1) or
more structures located in a county identified under section 6 of this
chapter shall inform the prospective policyholder of the availability of
mine subsidence coverage under this section. An insurer shall inform
the prospective policyholder of the availability of mine subsidence
coverage under this subsection when a policy described in this
subsection is issued.

(c) When an insurer informs a prospective policyholder of the
amount of the premium for the mine subsidence coverage that is
available as an additional form of coverage under a policy as required
by subsection (a), the premium for the mine subsidence coverage must
be stated separately from the premium for the other coverage provided
by the policy. The amount of the premium for mine subsidence
coverage provided by an insurer under this section must be set
according to the premium level set by the commissioner under section
10 of this chapter.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (f), an insurance policy
providing the type of insurance described in Class 3(a) of IC 27-1-5-1
to directly cover one (1) or more structures located in a county
identified under section 6 of this chapter must include the mine
subsidence coverage provided for under subsection (a) if the
prospective insured (before issuance of the policy) or the insured
(before renewal of the policy) indicates that the coverage is to be
included in the policy.

(e) An insurer is not required to provide mine subsidence coverage
under subsection (a) under any insurance policy in an amount
exceeding the amount that is reimbursable from the fund under section
9(a)(4) of this chapter.

(f) An insurer must decline to make the mine subsidence coverage
provided for under subsection (a) available to cover a structure
evidencing unrepaired mine subsidence damage, until necessary repairs
are made. An insurer may also decline to make the mine subsidence
coverage available under an insurance policy if the insurer has:

(1) declined to issue the policy;
(2) declined to renew the policy; or
(3) canceled all coverage under the policy for underwriting

SEA 336



4

reasons unrelated to mine subsidence.
SECTION 5. IC 27-7-9-9.5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS

FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017]: Sec. 9.5. (a) The
commissioner shall provide insurers with assistance from one (1) or
more individuals with technical expertise in mine subsidence for the
purpose of assisting with the adjusting of claims under coverage issued
under this chapter. If the commissioner considers it necessary in
order to comply with this section, the commissioner may:

(1) expand the staff of the department of insurance; or
(2) enter into contracts providing for the services of persons with
the necessary technical expertise to provide assistance to insurers
in the determination of subsidence events.

(b) The adjustment of a claim against a policy that includes mine
subsidence coverage under this chapter is the sole responsibility of the
insurer until the insurer makes a preliminary determination that the loss
may involve mine subsidence. Upon such a determination, those
persons retained by the commissioner as set out in subsection (a) of this
section shall assist the commissioner and insurer in determining the
existence of a mine subsidence event and the costs therein shall be paid
from the fund established by section 7 of this chapter.

SEA 336



President of the Senate

President Pro Tempore

Speaker of the House of Representatives

Governor of the State of Indiana

Date: Time: 

SEA 336


