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SENATE ENROLLED ACT No. 226

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning civil procedure.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 34-50-1-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2024]: Sec. 6. (a) If:

(1) a recipient does not accept a qualified settlement offer; and
(2) the final judgment is less favorable to the recipient than the
terms of the qualified settlement offer;

the court shall award attorney's fees, costs, and expenses to the offeror
upon the offeror's motion.

(b) An award of attorney's fees, costs, and expenses under this
section must consist of attorney's fees at a rate of not more than one
two hundred fifty dollars ($100) ($250) per hour and other costs and
expenses incurred by the offeror after the date of the qualified
settlement offer. However, the award of attorney's fees, costs, and
expenses may not total more than one five thousand dollars ($1,000).
($5,000).

(c) A motion for an award of attorney's fees, costs, and expenses
under this section must be filed not more than thirty (30) days after
entry of judgment. The motion must be accompanied by an affidavit of
the offeror or the offeror's attorney establishing the amount of the
attorney's fees and other costs and expenses incurred by the offeror
after the date of the qualified settlement offer. The affidavit constitutes
prima facie proof of the reasonableness of the amount.

(d) Where appropriate, the court may order a judgment entered
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against the offeror and in favor of the recipient reduced by the amount
of attorney's fees, costs, and expenses awarded to the offeror under this
section (or IC 34-4-44.6-8 before its repeal).
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