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Introduced

Second Regular Session of the 118th General Assembly (2014)

HOUSE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION memorializing and honoring
Representative Phyllis Pond.

Whereas, Phyllis Pond was born on October 25, 1930, to
the late Clifford and Rosa Ruble;

Whereas, Phyllis grew up on a farm northeast of Warren,
Indiana;

Whereas, Phyllis graduated from Warren High School in
1948, Ball State University in 1951, and Indiana University
School of Education in 1963,

Whereas, Before teaching kindergarten for 37 years at New
Haven Elementary School, Phyllis also taught school in
Eaton, Raleigh, and Plymouth;

Whereas, Phyllis was elected to the Indiana House of
Representatives in 1978 and was the longest serving female
state representative in the history of Indiana;

Whereas, Phyllis was also the first female lawmaker to
earn a seat in the front row of the House Chamber, which is
reserved for House leaders or representatives with the most
seniority;

Whereas, Among her many achievements during her 35
year career in the House of Representatives, Phyllis authored
the Primetime Education Bill, which capped kindergarten
through third grade classroom sizes at 18. She also authored
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a bill that established a program for mediation in marriage
dissolution actions as well as a bill that established the
Indiana Conference for Legal Education Opportunity
("CLEQO") program, which assists Indiana minority, low
income, or educationally disadvantaged college graduates in
pursuing a law degree and a career in the Indiana legal
community;

Whereas, Phyllis took great pride in being one of the few
non-attorney members of the Committee on Judiciary, which
she served on for many years,

Whereas, During her 35 years of service in the House of
Representatives, Phyllis was a member of the Committee on
Ways and Means for 23 years;

Whereas, As a retired teacher, Phyllis understood the
obstacles teachers face daily in the classroom and was
passionate in her efforts to combat those obstacles through
legislative initiatives,

Whereas, Phyllis was awarded the state's highest award,
The Sagamore of the Wabash, on November 2, 1984, by
Governor Robert Orr,

Whereas, Phyllis was very active in service to her
community by serving as a Girl Scout leader, 4-H leader, and
Cub Scout den mother,

Whereas, Phyllis was a longtime member of Emanuel
Lutheran Church in New Haven,

Whereas, Phyllis loved her family: George, her husband of
62 years; children Douglas, William, and Jean;
daughter-in-law Cami,; grandchildren Greg and Scott Pond,
Joel Aiken, and Jennifer Knepp, and Jennifer's husband, Jon;
and great-grandchildren Beatrice, Walker, and Eleanore;

Whereas, Phyllis passed away on September 22, 2013, after
losing a battle with pulmonary fibrosis, and

Whereas, Phyllis will be missed by all of her colleagues in
the Indiana General Assembly, and her dedication and
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service to her district and all Hoosiers will continue to be
fondly remembered by all: Therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives
of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana,
the Senate concurring:

SECTION 1. That the members of the Indiana General Assembly
memorialize and honor the life of Representative Phyllis Pond.

SECTION 2. The Principal Clerk of the House of Representatives
is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to George Pond,
Douglas Pond and his family, Dr. William Pond and his family, and
Jean Grasmick and her family.
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