Introduced Version

HOUSE BILL No. 1277

DIGEST OF INTRODUCED BILL

Citations Affected: IC 32-31-1-22.

Synopsis: Requests for law enforcement at rental properties. Repeals
aprovision in the law governing landlord-tenant relations that does the
following: (1) Prohibits a political subdivision from imposing certain
penalties against a tenant, an owner, or a landlord for a contact made
to request law enforcement or other emergency assistance for one or
more rental units if: (A) the contact is made by or on behalf of: (i) a
victim or potential victim of abuse; (ii) a victim or potential victim of
a crime; or (iii) an individual in an emergency; and (B) certain
conditions apply. (2) Provides that if: (A) a political subdivision
imposes penalties for other types of contacts made to request law
enforcement or other emergency assistance for rental units; and (B) a
request for law enforcement or emergency assistance is made by a
tenant; the penalty imposed must be assessed against the tenant and
may not exceed $250.

Effective: July 1, 2022.

Moed

January 10, 2022, read first time and referred to Committee on Local Government.
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Introduced

Second Regular Session of the 122nd General Assembly (2022)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) is being amended, the text of the existing provision will appear in this style type,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in this style type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear in that style type in the introductory clause of each SECTION that adds
a new provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in a statute in this style type or this styfe type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 2021 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

HOUSE BILL No. 1277

A BILL FOR AN ACT to repeal a provision of the Indiana Code
concerning property.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1.1C32-31-1-22 ISREPEALED [EFFECTIVE JULY 1,
2022]. See- 22 ta) The definittons in 1€ 32=31=3 apply throughout this
seetion:

by As used n this seetton; Upenalty” refers to any of the foowmg:

D The assessment of a penalty; fine; or fee:
&) Actual or threatened evietion from a rentatunit; or the causing
of an actuat or threatened eviction from a rental unit:

td) Exeept as provided in subsectton te); a politieal subdivistonr may
not adopt or enforce any ordinance; rule; or regulation that imposes a
penalty; or alows for the imposition of a penalty; against a tenant; an
ownet; ot a landlord for a contact made to request law enforcement
asststance or other emergency assistance for one (1 or more rental

b the contact ts made by or ont behalf of:
A) a victim or potential victim of abuse:
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B) a victim or potential vtetim of a erime; ot
€€) an mdtvidual in an emergeney; and

2) etther of the fotowing appties:
contact reasonably believes that faw enforeement assistance or
other emergency assistatice ts necessary to prevent the
petpetration ot escatation of abuse; a erime; ot an emergency:
B) If abuse; a crime; or an emergency occturs; the law
enforcement assistance ot other emergeney assistanee was
needed:

te) Subjeet to subseetions (f) and (g); this section does not prohibit
a politicatl stbdivistont from adopting or enforcing an ordinance; a rute;
ot a regulation that imposes a penalty for a contact that:

D 1s made to request taw enforcement assistance ot other
emergencey assistanee: and
2) is not made by or on behalf of:
A) a vietim or potential vietim of abuse;
(B) a victim or potenttal victim of a erime; ot
€©) an individual in an emergeney:
D
b a politieal subdtviston imposes a penalty under an ordinanee;
a rule; or a regulation authorized by subseetion (e); and
) the prohibtted contact to request law enforcement assistance
or other emergency assistance 1s made by a tenant i a rental unit;
the penalty imposed must be assessed against the tenant of the rental
tnit and not against the landlord or owner of the rentat unit:

tg) Any penalty that ts assessed under an ordinance; a rule; or a
fifty dottars ($256)-

thy Nothing in this section shalt be construed to prevent a housing
atithority established under 1€ 36=7-18 from enforeing rights ot
remedies established by contract or federal law against a tandlord or
owner of a rental unit:

) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent an attorney
representing a ctty; county; ot town from bringing a ntutsance action
deseribed under 1€ 32-36-6-7(b) against a landlord or owner of arentat
tntt:
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