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Senate Bill 290
By: Senators Burke of the 11th and Crosby of the 13th

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to responsible dog ownership, so as to allow local governments to confer dog control
authority upon multiple individuals; to provide for the hearing of contested cases by superior
courts; to require dog owners to pay for reasonable confinement and housing expenses in
certain cases; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws;

and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Article 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
responsible dog ownership, is amended by revising Code Section 4-8-22, relating to
designation of the dog control officer, as follows:
"4-8-22.
(@) A county's jurisdiction for the enforcement of this article shall be the unincorporated
area of the county, and a municipality's jurisdiction for such enforcement shall be the
territory within the corporate limits of the municipality.
(b) The governing authority of each local government shall designate an individual or
individuals as dog control officer or officers to aid in the administration and enforcement
of the provisions of this article. A person carrying out the duties of dog control officer
shall not be authorized to make arrests unless the person is a law enforcement officer
having the powers of arrest.
(c) Any county or municipality or any combination of such local governments may enter
into agreements with each other for the consolidation of dog control services under this

Code section.”
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SECTION 2.

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 4-8-23, relating to investigations,

notice, hearings, and determinations of dog control cases, as follows:

"4-8-23.

tb) Upon receiving a report of a dog believed to be subject to classification as a dangerous

dog or vicious dog within a dog control officer's jurisdiction, the dog control officer shall
make such investigations as necessary to determine whether such dog is subject to
classification as a dangerous dog or vicious dog.

te}(b) When a dog control officer determines that a dog is subject to classification as a
dangerous dog or vicious dog, the dog control officer shall mail a dated notice to the dog's
owner within 72 hours. Such notice shall include a summary of the dog control officer's
determination and shall state that the owner has a right to request a hearing from the

atthortty a court of competent jurisdiction in the county where the owner resides on the

dog control officer's determination within 5 seven days after the date shown on the notice.
at+f If a

hearing is not requested within the allotted time, the dog control officer's determination

shall become effective for all purposes under this article. 1f no owner can be found within

a reasonable time, the dog may be released to an animal shelter or humanely euthanized.

(c) The municipal, superior, maqgistrate, and state courts of this state shall have jurisdiction

to conduct hearings as provided in this Code section.
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SECTION 3.

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 4-8-30, relating to payment of costs

for recovery, as follows:

"4-8-30.

(a) A dangerous dog or vicious dog shall be immediately confiscated by any dog control
officer or by a law enforcement officer in the case of any violation of this article. A refusal
to surrender a dog subject to confiscation shall be a violation of this article.

(b) The owner of any dog that has been confiscated pursuant to this article mayrecever

steh-dog-tupen-payment-of shall pay all reasonable confiscation and housing costs and
proofofcomphance-with-the-provistens-ofthisarticte for the dog unless such confiscation

is deemed to be in error by a court of competent jurisdiction. All fines and all charges for

services performed by a law enforcement or dog control officer shall be paid prior to owner
recovery of the dog. Criminal prosecution shall not be stayed due to owner recovery or
euthanasia of the dog.

(c) Inthe event the owner has not complied with the provisions of this article within 26 ten

days of the date the dog was confiscated, such dog shall be released to an animal shelter

or destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. ane-the The owner may be required to

pay the eosts-ef-hotsing-and cost of euthanasia.”

SECTION 4.

This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2014, and shall apply to all violations and

confiscations which occur on or after that date.

SECTION 5.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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